Principal’s Address at Performing Arts Awards Night

Ginnagay and good evening,

It is with immense pride that | welcome you to our annual Performing Arts
Awards Evening—a celebration that showcases the remarkable artistic
journey flourishing within our school community, from our littlest
performers in the Kindergarten Dance Academy to our accomplished HSC
performers.

The performing arts at Bishop Druitt College weave a tapestry of growth,
dedication, and creative brilliance. This year has been nothing short of
extraordinary, as we've witnessed talent bloom across every year group and
discipline. From the enchanting performances of our youngest dancers to
the nuanced interpretations of our senior HSC Drama students, and the
exceptional musicianship displayed throughout our ensemble showcases,
excellence has flourished.

Our college musical, masterfully directed by Mrs Rachel Caesar, stands as
a beacon of what we can achieve when talent meets opportunity. Though |
was away on leave during this period, the outpouring of messages and
emails | received spoke volumes about its impact. The production united
students, staff, and parents in a collaborative triumph that embodied the
finest aspects of our community spirit. To our dedicated parents who
devoted countless hours—from costume design to emotional support—
your contribution has been simply invaluable.

| must pay special tribute to our Friends of Performing Arts group, whose
unwavering support has supported our programs. Your steadfast
commitment to enriching our students' performance experiences has
enabled us to provide superior resources, create broader opportunities,
and mount ever more ambitious productions.

To our exceptional performing arts staff led by Mrs Bec Day and to our
specialist tutors supported by Mrs Rachael Caesar —you are not merely



educators, but true architects of inspiration. Your masterful fusion of
technical expertise and nurturing guidance has cultivated an environment
where artistic expression knows no bounds. The rich tapestry of
opportunities you create—from the intricate harmonies of our chamber
ensembles to the bold improvisations of our jazz bands, from the soaring
voices of our choirs to the symphonic grandeur of our orchestra, from the
powerful storytelling in our drama productions to the graceful precision of
our dance academies—has transformed our school into a vibrant artistic
community. Your dedication transcends mere instruction; you are mentors
who ignite the creative spark in each student, fostering not just musicians,
actors, and dancers, but confident, expressive young artists who will carry
their passion for the performing arts throughout their lives.

Gazing across this Branson Centre tonight, | see gifted performers, future
leaders, innovators, and cultural ambassadors. Whether our students
pursue careers in the arts or channel their artistic appreciation into other
fields, the confidence, creativity, and collaborative skills they develop here
will serve as their foundation for years to come.

To Mrs Amber Baldwin and her Stage 6 Entertainment students, thank you
for the contribution you have already made to our performing arts
community. This new subject has been an outstanding addition to our
certificate program, and I’m sure it will continue to grow each year.

Congratulations and thank you to our students being recognised or
performing tonight. Your dedication to your craft, courage to take risks, and
unwavering support of one another exemplify the values we hold dear at
Bishop Druitt College.

As we celebrate these achievements, we look forward to another year of
creative growth, artistic excellence, and the boundless joy that the

performing arts bring to our school community.

Thank you and do enjoy the evening.



