DEFENCE
SUNDAY

PRAY WITH US | SUNDAY, 9 NOVEMBER

Partner with Defence
Anglican Chaplaincy

When you pray or give you are helping chaplains
support Defence members and their families.

For more information and to give visit:
defenceanglicans.org.au




The Naval Prayer

Eternal God, creator of the heavens and ruler of the raging seas,
take under your powerful protection and bless all members of the
Royal Australian Navy.

Preserve them from the dangers of the sea and strengthen them
so that they may faithfully serve our country.

With the help of others who love freedom may they be able to
ensure security for all those who lawfully travel the seven seas,
and by their effort maintain for all people the possibility of serving
you in peace and justice all through their lives.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen




The Soldier's Prayer

Almighty God, whose command is over all, and whose love never
fails, let me be aware of your presence, and obedient to your will.

Help me to accept my share of responsibility with a strong heart
and cheerful mind. Make me considerate of those with whom |
live and work, and faithful to the duties my country has entrusted
to me.

Let my uniform remind me daily of the traditions of the Service in
which | serve. When | am inclined to doubt, strengthen my faith.
When | am tempted to sin, help me to resist. When | fail, give me
the courage to try again.

Guide me with the light of your truth and keep before me the life
and example of Jesus in whose name | pray. Amen.




A Prayer for the Royal
Australian Air Force

O Lord our God, who has given us dominion over earth, air and sea.

We ask you to be present with us who are called to serve our
country in the Royal Australian Air Force.

Give us courage, a steady nerve and ready mind.

Sustain us in days of preparation, in the daily routine of servicing and
weary waiting.

Be with us in time of sudden peril and grant that under your mighty
protection we may be preserved in body, soul and mind.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




Spiritual
Centred Health +
Care Resilience

"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends." — John 15:13



Person Centred
Care

Every single person we
meet is made in the image
and likeness of God and
therefore of infinite worth and
value and deserving of our
full attention.
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Spiritual Health +
Resilience

We seek to build spiritual
health and resilience in those
we care for so that they also
might become resources for
spiritual health and resilience

among their peers.
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22 August 2025

Archbishops and Bishops
Defence Sunday 9 November 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| am writing to advise that this year the designated date for 'Defence Sunday' is
9 November — (established by the 2014 General Synod as the Sunday prior to
Remembrance Day.) It would be much appreciated if you could encourage parishes
to remember the work of the Australian Defence Force and particularly the ministry
of our Chaplains on that day.

The Defence Anglican Mission Plan places a high priority in making connections,
particularly encouraging a shared ministry of parishes with chaplains. Defence
Sunday is an important occasion to affirm this. In the past, where Defence chaplains
have visited parishes, there has been renewed mutual understanding. | have
encouraged all Military Chaplains to make themselves available to their local
churches. Should you have a parish that would like a visitor for Defence Sunday,
and they do not have an established contact with the military, my Office would be
pleased to identify a visiting speaker/celebrant, where available.

The following is a suggested Ad Clerum outline which of course may be modified as
you see fit.

Defence Sunday 9 November 2025

Bishop Grant Dibden, the Anglican Bishop to the Defence Force has advised
that Sunday 10 November has been designated as "Defence Sunday" as it is
the Sunday prior to Remembrance Day. This day is an opportunity to thank
the members of the Defence Force for their work, to remember those who
have served in war and particularly to highlight the work of the Anglican Church
among Defence personnel and their families through Defence Chaplaincy.
You will have an opportunity to pray for this ministry and make a financial
contribution via an offering, QR code or on www.defenceanglicans.org.au.

Liturgical resources and prayer points are also available on that website. Bishop
Grant has made a short video for Defence Sunday that you could play at your
church. You can find it on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM9ZAgKgtL88

Anglican Bishop to the Defence Force & 0414 758 662

1 Fraser Rd, Duntroon B anglican.bdf@gmail.com
PO BOX 7915 Canberra BC ACT 2610
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The Anglican Bishop to the Australian Defence Force
The Right Reverend Grant Dibden

You may wish to display the attached poster/s in your church.

Please consider inviting a local Defence chaplain to speak in your parish on or on a
Sunday near to 9 November.

For more information, please contact the office of the Bishop to the Defence Force
jacqueline.baxter@defence.gov.au.

Yours sincerely
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Anglican Bishop to the Defence Force & 0414 758 662

1 Fraser Rd, Duntroon jmp anglican.bdf@gmail.com
PO BOX 7915 Canberra BC ACT 2610
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