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INTRODUCTION TO STAGE 6

Principal’s Welcome to Year 10 Students

Dear Students and Families

Itis my pleasure to welcome Year 10 students as they begin their Excelsior Journey into the senior years of schooling and
the HSC. This is an exciting time, full of opportunity and potential. As you explore the subjects available to you at Bishop
Druitt College for 2026, | encourage you to engage in thoughtful conversations at home, seek guidance from our expert
Career Pathways Team, and use this handbook to inform your decisions about your HSC courses and future aspirations.

In 2025, we proudly launched Horizons, our online learning school, which expands our commitment to personalised, flexible,
and future-focused learning. This initiative reflects the innovation and excellence that define the BDC Advantage.

The Excelsior Journey continues through Years 11 and 12, culminating in your graduation as valedictorians and your lifelong
connection to the BDC Alumni network. During your time here, you will experience a broad range of opportunities —
academic, social, and personal. These include strong academic programs, a dedicated wellbeing team, and meaningful rites of
passage that shape character and strengthen friendships.

At BDC, we live “The BDC Way” every day. Our inclusive and nurturing community is committed to developing the character
and global citizenship of every student. In our pursuit of excellence, we prioritise student wellbeing, recognising it as the
foundation for academic and personal success.

Our passionate and inspiring teachers are not only subject matter experts—they are also the driving force behind our holistic
approach to student support and development. We believe true educational success is achieved through strong partnerships
between students, families, and staff.

In 2023, we introduced digital badging to acknowledge a broader range of student achievements and to recognise key future
focused capabilities. These credentials help our students stand out in a competitive, ever-evolving workplace—and they are a
hallmark of the BDC Advantage.

As you take your next steps, | encourage you to ask questions, seek advice, and follow your passions. This is your
journey—lean into it with curiosity, courage, and confidence. We look forward to supporting you every step of the way.

Warm regards

Simon Doyle

Principal

Bishop Druitt College

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 3
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



THE RITES OF PASSAGE (YEAR 11 & 12)

Message from the Acting Assistant Principal (Head of Secondary), Sue O’Connor

Dear Students and Families

As you prepare to take the next steps on your Senior Excelsior journey at Bishop Druitt College, | want to pause and
acknowledge what an important moment this is—not just academically, but personally and symbolically.

Moving from Year 10 into the senior years is a significant rite of passage—one that signals a shift in how you see yourselves,
and how we see you, too. It's about stepping into new roles with greater responsibility, growing in self-awareness, and
beginning to shape your future with intention and courage.

At BDC, we believe deeply in the power of these transitions. They help shape young people into world-prepared
citizens—learners who are confident, compassionate, courageous, and capable. The Senior Excelsior journey is one of
challenge and discovery, guided by our values and supported by a community that truly believes in your potential.

You won't walk this journey alone. Our passionate teachers, strong pastoral care networks, and carefully designed curriculum
are all here to help you navigate these formative years. Whether your path leads through academic achievement, creative
exploration, or vocational aspirations, your journey is unique—and it matters.

As Acting Assistant Principal - Head of Secondary, I'm honoured to walk beside you and your families through this important
chapter. We'll celebrate your growth, support your goals, and guide you through the many milestones ahead—from subject
selection to graduation, and beyond.

Welcome to your Senior Excelsior journey—your next rite of passage. This is your time, and we're excited to see where it leads.
Warm regards
Sue O’Connor

Acting Assistant Principal - Head of Secondary
Bishop Druitt College

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 4
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



THE EXGELSIOR JOURNEY (YEAR 11 & 12)

Message from the Director of Learning and Teaching (Senior School)
Dear Students and Families

Years 10, 11, and 12 are a defining chapter in the lives of our senior students—a time when they begin to shape their future
with greater intention and purpose. At Bishop Druitt College, this period is guided by the Excelsior Journey—our shared
commitment to supporting students as they strive ever upwards, toward their personal and academic goals.

BDC graduates leave with excitement about what lies ahead, equipped with the skills, values, and confidence to step into a
rapidly changing world. Each student's journey is unique, and each pathway is designed through a rich offering of subject
choices, exceptional teaching, and personalised support. This is how we nurture curiosity, independence, and a sense of
purpose.

As you begin making decisions about your senior years, | encourage you to choose subjects that genuinely interest you—ones
you'll enjoy learning about, where you are motivated to put in consistent effort, and which may open doors to future study,
work, or aspirations. Success in the HSC is rarely accidental; it is sustained by passion, diligence, and a clear sense of
direction.

Excelsior means ever upwards, and at BDC we believe that each young adult is capable of growth and greatness. Our role is to
provide the structure, encouragement, and opportunities for you to climb, step by step. This includes academic excellence,
targeted wellbeing support, and a clear vocational and career focus from Year 10 onwards.

The elements outlined on the next page represent the key components of this journey—each one a rung on the ladder that
helps you rise. Together, they form the framework of the BDC Advantage: a personalised, future-focused education that
supports every student to thrive.

| encourage you to ask questions, reflect deeply, and lean into this exciting next stage. We are here to support you every step
of the way.

Warm regards

Bronwyn Kelly
Director of Learning and Teaching (Senior School)
Bishop Druitt College

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 5
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



WELLBEING (YEAR 11 & 12)

Message from the Acting Director of Student Wellbeing, Andrea Wiffen

Dear Students and Families

At Bishop Druitt College, we believe student wellbeing is foundational to growth, resilience, and academic success. Our
inclusive environment helps students thrive—both in school and beyond. When students feel supported, they are more
engaged, display fewer behavioural concerns, and build essential communication and self-management skills.

Our holistic wellbeing framework includes:

Tutor Teachers & Year Coordinators - Daily check-ins and cohort oversight ensure strong relationships and support. Chapel
services and house assemblies build community.

Wellbeing Team - Counsellors, chaplains, and the Director of Student Wellbeing offer care and targeted support.
Mindfulness Program - Term-based sessions led by psychologists build focus and emotional regulation.

Mentoring Program - Staff mentors support students with organisation, study, and academic progress.

Committed Teachers - Teachers offer ongoing support, clarification, and encouragement beyond class time.

Learning Resource Centre - Help with exam provisions, task scaffolding, and organisation.

Senior Common Room - A quiet, collaborative study and relaxation space.

Library Access - Available before school, breaks, after school, and most holidays.

Enrichment Experiences - These include the Year 11 Mebbin Camp, Cambodia trip, Year 12 Valedictory, Foundation Day,
leadership roles, and community service events like Shave for a Cure.

These supports empower students to manage their wellbeing, build confidence, and lead positive change.

As the Acting Director of Student Wellbeing, | understand how important it is to feel supported—especially as students enter
the senior years. Alongside Barkley, our wellbeing dog, I'm here to help create a calm, caring space where every student feels
seen, heard, and encouraged to thrive.

Warm regards

Andrea Wiffen
Acting Director of Student Wellbeing
Bishop Druitt College

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 6
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



THE BDC ADVANTAGE

Wellbeing Support

All senior students are warmly encouraged to visit our Wellbeing Hub at any time—whether it’s for a friendly chat, to
connect over breakfast club, or to access tailored support. The Excelsior Journey is supported by a diverse and dedicated
wellbeing team, including the Director of Student Wellbeing, chaplains, year coordinators, tutor teachers, and classroom
teachers. Together, they provide holistic care that places student wellbeing at the heart of everything we do. This student
centred approach is a hallmark of the BDC experience.

Rites of Passage, Pastoral Sessions
Embedded in our BDC Advantage are themes across Years 10 - 12. The rites of passage for these are:

e Year 10- Leadership and Legacy
e Year 11-Outof Your Comfort Zone
e Year 12-1amWorld Prepared

Each theme is a focus for our year coordinators and pastoral team.

Camps and retreats
Our camps program is a key part of the Excelsior Journey, designed to foster resilience, connection, and growth.

e InYear 11, students undertake a challenging and rewarding experience that builds teamwork, perseverance, and
personal development—all within a supportive and structured environment. This journey not only strengthens each
individual’s character but also deepens the bond between tutor groups and their tutor teacher, laying the foundation
for senior school success.

e InYear 12, students participate in a reflective retreat—a calm and purposeful time away that focuses on social and
emotional wellbeing. Through guided sessions, they strengthen their collaboration, communication, and
self-awareness as they prepare to take their final steps into adulthood and life beyond school.

Course Opportunities and Acceleration

At Bishop Druitt College, we offer an impressive breadth of study options tailored to the size of our senior cohort—setting a
benchmark for excellence on the Coffs Coast. Our students are passionate and engaged learners, and their interests are as
diverse as the courses we provide. From the creative and performing arts to sciences, humanities, and technologies, every
student can find subjects that inspire them and align with their future goals.

We value and listen to student voices, ensuring that our offerings reflect their evolving interests and aspirations. For students
demonstrating strong aptitude, we also offer the opportunity to accelerate in selected courses. High-achieving students in
Mathematics (Advanced and Extension 1) and, depending on numbers, Business Studies, may have the opportunity to
accelerate and complete their HSC in these subjects by the end of Year 11.

Pathways for Extension Subjects

A key part of the BDC Way is our strong belief in nurturing academic excellence. We proudly support our high achieving
students through a broad offering of senior extension subjects, including English Extension 1 and 2, Mathematics Extension 1
and 2, History Extension, and Science Extension.

To maximise opportunities for our gifted learners, most extension classes are scheduled outside regular timetable
hours—either in the mornings or afternoons. This flexibility allows students to engage in multiple extension subjects without
timetable clashes.

Through the Excelsior Journey, we empower our academically gifted students to pursue rigorous and intellectually
stimulating pathways, ensuring they are challenged, supported, and inspired to achieve their full potential.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 7
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



Proven HSC Results

For over two decades, Bishop Druitt College has consistently set the benchmark for HSC success on the Coffs Coast. This
achievement is the result of our exceptional, dedicated staff and the many elements that define the Excelsior Journey—a
holistic approach to academic excellence, wellbeing, and future readiness. We recognise that parents want the very best for
their children, and we are proud to foster a strong partnership between families and the College. Together, we support each
student to thrive. The BDC Advantage is widely recognised in our region, and we remain committed to delivering an
educational experience that is inspiring, inclusive, and future-focused.

Academic Mentoring

At Bishop Druitt College, all students in Years 11 and 12 are offered academic mentoring with teaching staff with whom they
share a strong and trusted rapport. These supportive relationships extend and strengthen the vital partnership between
student, teacher, and parent—forming a team dedicated to student success throughout the senior years. Academic mentoring
involves fortnightly check-ins where students are encouraged to reflect on their learning. These sessions include open
conversations about upcoming tasks, planning strategies, study routines, and feedback on assessment performance. Through
this reflective and personalised approach, students are empowered to take ownership of their learning as they continue their
Excelsior Journey.

Holiday Workshops

At Bishop Druitt College, our passionate and experienced educators are deeply committed to supporting every learner on
their HSC journey. To further assist our senior students, we offer a range of HSC workshops during the school holidays.
These include practical sessions for major project completion, targeted theory revision classes, and mock exams designed to
build exam confidence and readiness. In addition, HSC students are welcome to access our library facilities during the
holidays—a quiet, well-resourced space for focused study and preparation.

TAFE and Student-Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships

At Bishop Druitt College, we recognise that university is just one of many valuable pathways—and that some of our most
successful alumni have built thriving careers through trade qualifications and hands-on learning. For students pursuing
vocational education, we proudly support their goals by covering the tuition costs of EVET (TAFE) courses. This enables
students to remain connected to the BDC community while completing industry-recognised training. Families are
responsible for arranging transport to and from the Education Campus for TAFE lessons.

Career Pathways

At Bishop Druitt College, our dedicated Career Pathways Coach, Ms Janine Ryan, provides personalised career planning
support to every student from Year 10 through to Year 12. Each learner engages in one-on-one meetings as part of the BDC
Career Pathways Program—a comprehensive initiative designed to guide students through their career development journey.

Throughout these senior years, students are immersed in a range of meaningful career-related experiences. This program is a
collaborative effort involving students, parents, teachers, industry partners, and the wider community. It is carefully designed
to build core career competencies as well as the transferable enterprise and employability skills essential for navigating the
future world of work.

The Excelsior Journey supports this process by helping students identify their strengths, interests, and aspirations. With
access to current labour market data, career exploration tools, and individual guidance, students are empowered to make
informed decisions and become confident managers of their own career pathways.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 8
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



Leadership Development and Opportunities

Bishop Druitt College is proud to offer a comprehensive and dynamic student leadership structure that empowers young
adults to grow, contribute, and lead with purpose. Our leadership opportunities cater to a wide range of student strengths
and interests, ensuring that every aspiring leader can find a meaningful way to contribute to the College community.

The leadership team includes 10 College Captains and 12 House Leaders, providing valuable experience and recognition that
strengthens applications for university placements, scholarships, and future employment. Once elected, student leaders
participate in leadership development sessions, attend weekly team meetings, and engage in fortnightly mentoring with a
dedicated staff member aligned to their leadership domain.

The five captaincy domains are:
e Academic (2 leaders)
e Service (2 leaders)
e Sport (2 leaders)
e Leadership (2 leaders)

e TheArts (2 leaders)

Each domainis further supported by two student representatives from Years 9, 10, and 11, forming a team of six
representatives who assist the captains and gain valuable early leadership experience.

These leadership roles are not only about titles—they represent important steps in our students' Excelsior Journey. Each
opportunity is a rung in the ladder that supports students as they strive ever upwards, developing confidence, teamwork,
responsibility, and initiative. This is the BDC Advantage—a student centred approach that nurtures the leaders of tomorrow
in their own unique and meaningful ways.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 9
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



CURRICULUM

Selecting subjects for the senior years is a significant decision that requires careful thought and open discussion between
students, parents, and teachers. This handbook has been designed to support that process by outlining the requirements for
the Higher School Certificate (HSC), providing an overview of key features of senior study at Bishop Druitt College, and
offering detailed descriptions of each course available for the 2027 HSC.

The senior curriculum at Bishop Druitt College is designed to meet the diverse interests, strengths, and aspirations of our
students. As learners progress through Years 7 to 12, increasing choice is introduced, enabling them to shape a pattern of
study that aligns with their abilities, career goals, and personal interests. While course offerings are subject to student
demand, every effort is made to accommodate each student's preferred combination of subjects.

HSC Course Requirements

The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) mandates that English is the only compulsory subject for the HSC. Students
select the remainder of their subjects from the range of courses offered by the College. To be eligible for the HSC in 2026,
students must meet the following NESA requirements:

Preliminary Course (Year 11):

e Minimum of 12 units

HSC Course (Year 12):

e Minimum of 10 units
Both patterns of study must include:

e Atleast 6 units of Board Developed Courses, including at least 2 units of English (Board Developed)
e Atleast three courses of 2 units value or greater

e Subjects from at least four different areas, such as English, Mathematics, Languages, and Visual Arts

Please note: Students who do not meet these requirements or who choose a different educational path may be eligible for a
Record of School Achievement (RoSA), typically aligned with a vocational or non-HSC pathway.

Additionally, a maximum of 7 units in science (for example, three 2-unit subjects and one Science Extension unit) can be
counted toward HSC eligibility.

ATAR Calculation

For students aiming to receive an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), the calculation is based on their 10 best units,
including a minimum of 2 units of English. The ATAR is used for university admission and reflects performance relative to all
students across the state.

Stage 6 Outdoor Education Program

The College offers an intensive four-day outdoor education camp as a key component of our wellbeing and rites of passage
framework. Held in Week 1 of Term 4, this camp combines outdoor challenges with meaningful community building and
leadership development experiences. It provides students with the opportunity to build resilience, strengthen peer
connections, and reflect on their personal growth as part of the Excelsior Journey.

Higher School Certificate Course Types

Further information can be found in the NESA publication Studying for the New South Wales Higher School Certificate: An
Information Booklet for Year 10 Students 2025. This resource will be distributed to students upon its arrival from NESA.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 10
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



Units of Study

All Higher School Certificate (HSC) courses are valued at either 1 or 2 units. As previously noted, most courses are 2 units in
value. Each unit requires approximately 2 hours of class time per week, equating to around 60 hours per year. In the HSC,
each unit is worth 50 marks, so a standard 2-unit course is allocated 100 marks.

2 units = approximately 4 hours of class time per week (120 hours per year) = 100 marks
Below is a guide to understanding typical patterns of study for HSC courses.

2 Unit Courses
These form the foundational structure of all HSC courses, with each 2-unit course carrying a total value of 100 marks.

Extension Courses
Extension study is available in several subject areas, including English, Mathematics, History, Music, Science, and Languages.
These courses build upon the content of their corresponding 2-unit courses and carry an additional value of 1 unit.

e English and Mathematics Extension
Extension courses in English and Mathematics are offered at both Year 11 (Preliminary) and Year 12 (HSC) levels. Students
must successfully complete the Preliminary Extension 1 course in Year 11 to be eligible for HSC Extension 1 in Year 12.
Those who excel in Extension 1 may then choose to undertake Extension 2, which involves advanced, independent work
beyond the standard of Extension 1. This structure allows high-achieving students the opportunity to complete up to 4 units
in English or Mathematics—or in both.

e Other Extension Subjects
Extension courses in other subject areas, such as History, Music, Science, and selected Languages, are offered only in Year 12.
These HSC Extension courses are designed for students who wish to engage in deeper learning and pursue subjects at a more
advanced academic level.

1 Unit Courses
1 unit of study equates to approximately two hours of class time per week, or 60 hours over the school year.
At Bishop Druitt College, this includes courses such as Studies of Religion I.

Update on Category B Courses

NESA has removed the Category B course grouping, meaning students can now study more than one of the previously
classified Category B courses—primarily TAFE—Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) subjects—and still
be eligible for an ATAR. This is a positive development for students interested in pursuing multiple vocationally focused
courses, offering greater flexibility without compromising university eligibility. For further information about Year 12 study
and course requirements, visit the NESA website, which provides up-to-date guidance and resources.

( ).

Board Developed Courses

These courses are developed and accredited by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA).
Each course is guided by a detailed syllabus that outlines:

e Course objectives, structure, content, and learning outcomes
e Specific course requirements
e Sample examination papers and marking guidelines

e A performance scale describing what students typically know and can do at each of the six achievement bands

All students enrolled in these courses for the HSC follow the official NESA syllabuses. They are externally examined at the
end of Year 12, and their results may contribute to the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 11
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.
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Board Endorsed Courses
There are two main types of Board Endorsed Courses: Content Endorsed Courses (CECs) and School Designed Courses.

e Content Endorsed Courses are developed to cater for areas of special interest that are not addressed within the
Board Developed Course framework. These courses are endorsed by NESA and include many Year 12 Vocational
Education and Training (VET) courses delivered by TAFE and other providers.

e School Designed Courses are created by individual schools to meet specific student needs. These courses must be
submitted to NESA for approval. Once endorsed, they can be offered as part of the school’s Higher School
Certificate program.

While these courses do not count towards the ATAR, they do contribute to the HSC and can provide valuable skills and
pathways for future study or employment.

School-Based Apprenticeship & Traineeships

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships offer more than just part-time employment—they provide a valuable head
start on a career while students complete their HSC. These programs combine paid work, industry training, and
school-based learning, giving students a well-rounded and practical education.

Participants gain an industry-recognised national qualification and receive credit towards their HSC. In some cases, these
courses may also contribute towards a student’s ATAR, depending on the qualification and structure.

Students interested in this pathway are encouraged to speak with our Careers Pathways Advisor to explore available
opportunities and determine if a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship is the right fit.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process.
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.
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Horizon Online (Distance Education)

| -

What is Horizon Online?

Horizon Online is Bishop Druitt College’s distance education available to Year 11 and 12 students at BDC from 2026. It is
designed to provide flexible, high quality online learning opportunities for Stage 6 students. Delivered through a purpose
built digital platform, Horizon Online allows students to study select subjects from home, while remaining part of the BDC
community. These courses are developed and taught by experienced BDC educators and are fully compliant with NSW
Education Standards Authority (NESA) requirements.

Which courses are proposed for 2026?
The following courses may run through Horizon Online for Year 11 in 2026:

Agriculture

Biology

Engineering Studies

English Advanced

Geography

Health and Movement Science (HMS)
Mathematics Advanced

Modern History

Science Extension

Studies of Religion 2

Who would benefit from the online learning platform?

Horizon Online supports students who benefit from flexible and independent learning pathways, including:

e Elite athletes, performers, or regional competitors with demanding training and travel schedules.

e Students with medical or wellbeing considerations who find learning from home more supportive.

e Rural and remote students who want access to BDC's Stage 6 curriculum without relocating.

e High-performing, self-motivated students who thrive in structured yet flexible online environments.
e Students with niche subject interests not offered in every school setting.

e Internal BDC students seek greater agency in their learning and scheduling.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 13
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



What type of learner succeeds in Horizon Online?

Horizon Online suits learners who are:

e Self-directed and organised

e Curious and motivated to learn independently

e Comfortable using technology for communication and learning

e Opentofeedback and regular interaction with teachers through video conferencing
e Seeking a quieter, personalised learning space

A Horizon Online student doesn't have to be “tech-savvy” - they just need to be open-minded, committed, and willing to
develop skills that are valuable for life beyond school.

How does Horizon Online prepare students for their future?

Most further education — whether university degrees, postgraduate qualifications, short TAFE courses, or workplace
upskilling — now includes significant online components. Horizon Online gives BDC students early and guided experience in
how to:

e [Engageinasynchronous lectures
(watching on their own schedule)

e Attend live tutorials and ask questionsin
real time

e Manage deadlines and workload
independently

e Communicate and collaborate digitally
and professionally

These are critical future-ready skills that are
increasingly required in both study and the
workforce. Horizon Online learners often enter
university better prepared for blended and online
learning environments, and more confident in
managing their own time.

Structure of the Courses

Each Horizon Online subject includes:

e Pre-recorded Lessons
Each subject has 2 professionally recorded lessons per week (usually around 10 minutes each), focused on key
syllabus concepts, demonstration of skills, and guided examples.

e Interactive Learning Materials
Students complete weekly activities, reading, quizzes, and self-assessments through our online platform
(Schoolbox), designed to encourage active engagement and mastery.

e Live Video Conference Tutorials
Teachers provide 4 tutorial sessions each fortnight for students to ask questions, explore deeper topics, and receive
feedback in a supportive environment. Students are expected to attend at least one session per week.

e Clear Weekly Structure
Each week includes a checklist of activities, video links, and opportunities for teacher feedback and extension.

e Assessment & Feedback
Assessment follows the same standards and expectations as face-to-face classes. Students submit tasks digitally and
receive detailed, personalised feedback from their teachers.

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 14
Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.



How does Horizon Online strengthen BDC?

Horizon Online enriches our Colleges offering by:

e Providing greater subject access for all students, especially in regional or small-class contexts

e Supporting personalised learning journeys within the BDC framework

e Allowing BDC to retain and support talented students who may otherwise leave for external programs
e Positioning BDC as a leader in innovative, flexible learning across NSW

Horizon Online is more than just an online course—it’s a new way for BDC students to grow, learn, and prepare for the world
beyond our campus, while still being part of our vibrant community.

Is a Horizon Online Course Right For You?

Skills Assessment Technology Access

Reading Skills —-i i i i— - Computer Access

Writing Skills == .

Computer Skills - -’ Horizon
Online

Py Course
Decision

. i— - Headphones

~- Internet Connection

Time Management

Communication Confidence

i— - Time Management

i N A
~- Motivation

& ® s 1
Email Communication - -
1

" . . [
Video Communication -~

Scheduling and Task Completion

i—— Weekly Schedule Planning

~- Task Completion

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 15
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Distance Education

Distance education provides Stage 6 students with the opportunity to study subjects not offered on campus, particularly
those that are highly desired or required for specific post-school study or career pathways.

This mode of study demands a high level of motivation, self-discipline, time management, and the ability to work
independently. While distance education can be a valuable addition to a student’s pattern of study, it is important to note
that only a small percentage of students achieve a strong ATAR contribution through this pathway. Students must be
proactive in seeking support when needed and managing their learning effectively.

Distance education is especially suitable for highly motivated students studying a family language, or for those pursuing a
tertiary course that does not require a high ATAR. Providers offer a broad selection of Board Developed (ATAR-eligible)
courses, along with a smaller number of Content Endorsed (non-ATAR) options.

Please note that distance education incurs an additional fee, currently $820 per year for students in Years 11 and 12.

If you are considering this pathway, we encourage you to speak with our Distance Education Coordinator for further
information and guidance.

External VET Courses (EVET)

In addition to the on-campus Hospitality and Entertainment VET courses offered at Bishop Druitt College, students may
also choose to enrol in EVET courses—External Vocational Education and Training programs delivered through TAFE—as
part of their senior studies. Successful completion of these VET or EVET courses can lead to a nationally recognised
qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), providing students with valuable skills and credentials
for further education or entry into the workforce.

As of Year 11, 2024, students are now permitted to include more than one Board Developed VET or EVET course in their
ATAR calculation—an exciting development that offers greater flexibility and opportunity for students pursuing vocational
pathways. Below are some proposed EVET (External Vocational Education and Training) courses for 2026/2027. These
courses are delivered at the Coffs Harbour Education Campus (CHEC) and typically run one afternoon or one full day per
week. Course costs range between $2,500 and $5,000 per year, depending on the level of government subsidy available at
the time of enrolment.

Summary of EVET Courses Offered at North Coast TAFE & Other Providers

BOARD DEVELOPED COURSES BOARD ENDORSED COURSES (non ATAR)
Automotive Animal Care

Business Services Baking

Construction Beauty Services (Make-up)
Electrotechnology Early Childhood Education and Care

Health Services Assistance (nursing work and acute care) Engineering Pathways

Information and Digital Technology Fitness

Horticulture Hairdressing - Salon Assistant

Maritime Operations
Plumbing (Drainage)
Preparation for Trade Pathways
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Unique Student Identifier (USI)

All students undertaking nationally recognised training—including VET courses studied in school—must have a Unique
Student Identifier (USI). A USI is a personal reference number made up of numbers and letters. It creates a secure, lifelong
online record of all nationally recognised training you complete in Australia.

Creating a USl is free, and it is a requirement for enrolment in any VET or EVET course.

For more information or to create your US|, visit: https://www.usi.gov.au

If you have any questions or would like personalised guidance, please speak with our Career Pathways Advisor in the
Careers Office.

Higher School Certificate Assessment
Most Stage 6 subjects are divided into two distinct courses:

e The Preliminary Course, which runs across Terms 1-3in Year 11

e The HSC Course, which begins in Term 4 of Year 11 and continues through Terms 1-3 of Year 12

School-based assessment is a core requirement of both courses and plays a vital role in tracking student achievement and
progress. Assessment is based on students' attainment of syllabus outcomes, as set by NESA. These outcomes are evaluated
through a range of tasks designed and administered by teachers throughout each course. These may include:

e Formative or diagnostic tasks, intended to guide student learning by identifying strengths and areas for
improvement

e Summative tasks, which contribute to the school’s internal assessment mark and are used to evaluate student
achievement of specific outcomes

The quality of a student’s performance in each task demonstrates their level of achievement of the outcomes. This, in turn,
determines their rank order relative to peers. Each outcome will typically be assessed multiple times during the course. A
single task may assess multiple outcomes, and each outcome may appear in more than one task. Students are expected to be
familiar with the specific outcomes being assessed in each task.

To support this process, teachers will provide constructive feedback aligned with clearly defined marking guidelines, helping
students understand how well they have achieved each outcome and how they can improve.

Assessment Requirements

Assessment in Stage 6 serves a broader purpose than examinations alone. Its goal is to measure a wider range of student
performance across the HSC course, including skills that cannot be fully evaluated in a single exam—such as research,
practical applications, and fieldwork. This comprehensive approach ensures a more accurate reflection of each student’s
overall achievement.

Assessment Structure and Requirements
At Bishop Druitt College, formal assessment in Year 12 begins in Term 4 of Year 11. Students receive an Assessment
Booklet at the start of both Year 11 and Year 12. These booklets outline:

e Assessment requirements for each subject
e Keydates and submission guidelines

e The College’s policies and procedures around assessment
To satisfactorily complete a course, students must:

e Complete the set assessment tasks and classwork

e Submit all tasks on time (or as soon as possible if late)
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e Achieve more than 50% of the available marks across the course
e Make a genuine attempt on each task

e Comply with ethical standards, including avoiding plagiarism or malpractice

Failure to complete a sufficient number of tasks or achieve the minimum mark threshold may render the student ineligible
for the HSC in that subject, and the course will not appear on their official results.

Submission Procedures and Penalties

e Allassessment tasks must be submitted by 9:00 am on the due date, unless otherwise stated.

e |ate submissions must still be handed in, as they may be used to determine whether course completion
requirements have been met.

e Zeromarks may be awarded for tasks not submitted without valid cause.

e Parents and the Director of Learning and Teaching (DOLT) will be notified of any breaches of the College’s
assessment policy.

e Serious breaches, such as malpractice or plagiarism, will be referred to the Assistant Principal and may resultin a
zero mark and possible loss of course accreditation or HSC eligibility. During the HSC courses, malpractice is
registered with NESA.

Iliness, Extensions, and Misadventure

If a student is unable to submit a task due to illness or misadventure, they must notify the Head of Faculty and the Director
of Learning and Teaching (Senior School) as soon as possible. Based on the situation, one of the following may be granted:

e Anextension

e Analternative task

e Anestimate mark (used only as a last resort and estimated at the end of the course)

Medical documentation, such as a doctor’s certificate, is required to support all requests for extensions due toillness.

In the case of iliness, accident, or misadventure occurring near or during the HSC exam period, NESA may use the student's
school-based assessment marks as the primary or sole measure of achievement. These internal assessment marks are
submitted to NESA, moderated, and then averaged with the HSC examination marks to determine the final HSC result, which
is listed on the HSC Record of Achievement. These marks are also sent to the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) and used
in the calculation of the ATAR for university entrance.

Further Information
For detailed assessment requirements, task schedules, and subject-specific policies, please refer to the College Assessment
handbooks provided at the beginning of each academic year.

Moderation/Standardisation

Moderation is the process used by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) to adjust a school’s internal assessment
marks based on student performance in the external HSC examination. This process ensures fairness across the state by
aligning internal assessment results with a common standard.

Moderation preserves:
e Therank order determined by the school

e Therelative differences between students' results as established through school-based assessment tasks

Final HSC Marks
A student’s final HSC mark for each course is made up of two equal components:

e 50% from the moderated school assessment marks

e 50% fromthe HSC examination marks

These two components are averaged to produce the final HSC mark for each subject, which appears on the HSC Record of
Achievement.
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ATAR Calculation

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is calculated by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC). UAC adjusts
course results to account for the relative difficulty of each subject based on the performance of all students in those courses
across their other subjects.

The ATAR is calculated from:

e Atleast 2 units of English, and

e The next best 8 units, based on a student’s scaled HSC marks

This gives a total of 10 units used to determine the ATAR, which ranks students for university entry relative to their
statewide cohort.

Year 11 and Year 12 Courses

The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) structures all senior courses into two distinct pathways: the Preliminary
Course and the HSC Course. Students must satisfactorily complete the Preliminary Course in each subject before
progressing to its HSC component, as the Preliminary content provides essential assumed knowledge for success in the HSC.
In certain circumstances, the principle of Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) may be applied, allowing for flexibility in a
student’s Stage 6 program where appropriate educational experience or achievement can be demonstrated.

Scaling

Scaling is used by universities to compare the standard of a student’s performance in a course with that student’s
performance in other courses. It is a process that is undertaken by the Universities Admissions Centre after NESA has
finalised HSC results.

Requirements for the Award of the HSC and Record of School Achievement (ROSA)
Students who wish to be awarded the HSC:

e Must have satisfactorily completed courses that meet the pattern of study required by NESA for the award of the Higher
School Certificate (see also page 9). This includes the completion of the practical, oral or project work required for specific
courses and the assessment requirements for each course.

Must have sat for and made a serious attempt at the Higher School Certificate examinations.
Must study and be awarded a minimum of 12 units of Preliminary courses and a minimum of 10 units of HSC courses.

Both the Preliminary and the HSC pattern of study must include the following:

At least 6 units from Board Developed Courses including at least 2 units of a Board Developed Course in English.

At least three courses of 2 units in value or greater.

At least four subjects.

May study 6 units of Science in Year 11 and can study up to 7 units of Science in Year 12. (See NESA's Science updates)

O O O O

Students who wish to be eligible for the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) must study a minimum of 10 units of
Board Developed courses in their Year 12 program of study. To support students in making informed decisions, the
University Admissions Centre (UAC) publishes the University Entry Requirements for Year 10 Students booklet. This resource
provides essential information on university course prerequisites, subject recommendations, and other key considerations. It
is a valuable guide for students selecting their Year 11 and 12 subjects with a view to future tertiary study.

Students who study courses not meeting the above requirements usually qualify for the Record of School Achievement.
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Assessment for TAFE Vocational Education & Training (EVET) Courses

EVET (External Vocational Education and Training) courses are NESA-approved programs delivered by TAFE NSW, with
assessment tasks designed and administered by TAFE NSW rather than through externally set HSC exams. While these
subjects are not typically included in the ATAR calculation (except for a few Board Developed EVET courses with
examinations), they still appear on a student’s Record of School Achievement and Higher School Certificate. Students who
complete a TAFE NSW-based EVET course also gain nationally recognised TAFE NSW accreditation, which may offer
advanced standing in further TAFE NSW studies. Each year, a small number of students at the College choose to undertake
an EVET course, and those considering this option are encouraged to consult the Career Pathways Advisor or the Director of
Learning and Teaching for guidance.

All My Own Work

All students must complete the HSC: All My Own Work program before commencing Year 11, as it ensures they understand
and uphold the principles of academic integrity and ethical scholarship throughout their senior studies. The program,
developed by NESA, covers five key modules—Scholarship Principles and Practices, Acknowledging Sources, Plagiarism,
Copyright, and Working with Others—and equips students with the skills to avoid plagiarism, respect copyright, cite sources
correctly, and collaborate appropriately. Bishop Druitt College provides time for students to complete the program by the
end of Year 10; however, any student who misses this opportunity must complete it independently. Students are reminded to
save their five completion certificates and submit them to the Director of Learning and Teaching (Senior School) as evidence
of completion.

Plagiarism in Assessment Tasks

All sources used in assessment tasks must be accurately and appropriately acknowledged in a reference list or bibliography
at the end of an assessment (and draft) submission. Each faculty may have a preferred referencing style, so students should
confirm the correct method with their class teacher. To support this process, students can access detailed referencing and
bibliography guides on the Bishop Druitt College Library website.

Plagiarism—presenting another person’s ideas, writing, or work as your own, whether from books, encyclopaedias,
magazines, websites, or digital sources—is strictly prohibited and considered a serious breach of academic integrity. It is
treated with the same severity as collusion or cheating in examinations and will result in a zero mark for the task. Students
are strongly encouraged to familiarise themselves with the guide to avoiding plagiarism, also available on the College Library
website.

Homework and Revision

Students must be diligent and sustain effort in their senior studies. The main aims of homework are to:

e Prepare for, consolidate and/or complement class work.

e Deepen and extend understanding.

e Assist students in their development of appropriate organisational skills.

e [Encourage responsible research and study habits.

Homework and independent study are essential components of senior learning at Bishop Druitt College. Year 11 students
are expected to complete a minimum of 2 hours of homework per night, along with several additional hours dedicated to
study and revision beyond assigned tasks. In Year 12, this commitment increases to an average of 3 hours per night,
supported by a structured study and revision schedule. The College places a strong emphasis on students taking ownership
of their learning by consistently reviewing course content and practising subject-specific skills. Developing and maintaining a
regular revision routine is strongly encouraged.

To support this, senior year coordinators are available to offer guidance and assist students in building effective study habits.
Students can also access the staff mentoring program, which provides one-on-one support to establish and track home study
goals. The Learning Support Centre (LSC), coordinated by Ms Pam Moran, also offers targeted assistance, including the
option to organise tutorial sessions for senior students.

Additionally, students are reminded that if they miss a class due to absence, they are expected to complete any missed work
before attending the next lesson, as lessons are sequential and build upon one another—consistency is key.
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Reporting Student Achievement in the Higher School Certificate

To satisfactorily complete a Preliminary course, students must demonstrate achievement in some or all of the course
outcomes, as determined by their performance in the school-based assessment tasks. To complete Year 11, students must
satisfactorily complete a minimum of 12 units of Preliminary courses. Completion of the Preliminary course in each subject is
a prerequisite for entry into the corresponding HSC course in Year 12, where a minimum of 10 units must be undertaken.

By Term 3 of Year 12, Bishop Druitt College submits to NESA a single school assessment mark for each HSC course—out of
100 for 2-unit courses, and 50 for 1-unit courses (except for Mathematics Extension 1 and 2, which follow a specific marking
structure). These marks reflect each student’s rank and relative placement within their cohort, based on achievement of
course outcomes.

NESA then applies a moderation process, aligning the school-based assessment marks with student performance in the
external HSC examination. This ensures fairness and consistency across the state. The final HSC mark is an average of the
moderated school assessment mark (50%) and the external examination mark (50%).

Each HSC course mark is reported on a scale from O to 100. A mark of 50 represents the minimum standard expected.
Marks above 50 are divided into five performance bands, with Band 6 (90-100) indicating the highest level of achievement
in terms of knowledge, skills, and understanding. These bands clearly reflect how well a student has performed against
NESA's established criteria.

Upon successful completion of Year 12, students will receive a graduation portfolio from NESA containing:

e The Year 12 Testamur - the official certificate issued by NESA that confirms the student has met all the requirements for
the award of the HSC.

e ARecord of Achievement - listing all completed courses, along with marks and performance bands

e Individual Course Reports - showing the student’s mark, performance band, and descriptors for each Board Developed
Course, along with a graph illustrating statewide mark distribution for comparison

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR)

To be eligible for an ATAR a student must complete at least ten units of Board Developed Courses including (as mentioned
previously) at least two units of English. The Board Developed Courses must include at least three courses of two units or
greater and at least four subjects.

There are some important things to know about the ATAR. The ATAR is:

Arank not a mark

Made up of scaled marks, not Year 12 marks

Calculated by the universities and released by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC)
Used by universities to rank applicants for entrance to university in a fair and equitable way.

Courses Used in the Calculation of the ATAR

The ATAR will be based on an aggregate of scaled marks in ten units of Board Developed Courses comprising the best two
units of English and the best eight units from the remaining units, subject to the provision that no more than be included.
Marks to be included in the ATAR calculations can be accumulated over a five-year period. If a course is repeated, only the
mark gained in the last attempt will be used.

Notes:

1. At Bishop Druitt College, Hospitality, Construction, Entertainment, and Business Services are VET courses in which the
HSC result is based entirely on an optional external examination. These courses provide students with valuable
industry-recognised skills and qualifications under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). Additional VET
courses are available through TAFE and other external providers, and students interested in options not offered at BDC
should speak with the Careers Pathways Advisor and the Director of Learning and Teaching for further guidance.

2. It'simportant to note that not all universities and tertiary institutions rely solely on the ATAR for course admission.
While the ATAR remains a key entry criterion for many courses, some universities use alternative entry pathways, such
as interviews, portfolios, aptitude tests, or early entry schemes—especially for courses in the creative arts, education, and
design. These alternative criteria are even more common for mature-age applicants, typically defined as individuals who
have been out of school and in the workforce for two or more years.
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ENGLISH

English Studies

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/ Prerequisites: nil

Course Description

The English Studies syllabus has been developed using the
established NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA)
syllabus development process. The syllabus includes
Australian curriculum content and reflects the new
directions of the Stronger HSC Standards reforms which
include:

e Supporting the achievement of high minimum
standards for all students.

e Ensuringthe flexibility and versatility of the
Higher School Certificate (HSC) to cater for the
full range of students.

e [Encouragingevery student to achieve at their
highest possible level.

e Afocus on the acquisition of deep knowledge,
understanding and skills for students.

Explicit literacy content is included to develop students’
skills in effective written and oral communication.

Students will have opportunities to experience texts that
give insight into a wide range of social, gender and cultural
perspectives, including texts by and about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:
Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Elective Module C: On the Road
Elective K: Achieving through English - English in
education, work and community

Year 12 course:
e Common Mandatory Module: Texts and Human
Experiences
Elective Module A: We are Australians
Elective Module E: Playing the Game
Elective Module K: The Big Screen

Particular Course Requirements

A mandatory module will focus on Achieving Through
English, which explores the use of English in education,
the workplace, and the wider community. Additional
modules may include English in Citizenship, Community
and Cultural Identity, English and the Experience of Travel,
and English in Sport and Family Life. (Please note: An
optional HSC examination is available for students studying
English Studies in Year 12).

Course Costs

Year 11 - $20

Year 12 - $35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change.)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

The focus for English Studies is on the development of
literacy skills through flexible coursework. At this stage
NESA advises that the Standard English course is the
foundation for university study.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Lisa Wainwright
Email: Iwainwright@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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ENGLISH

English Standard

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: nil

Course Description

Through the study of English in Stage 6, students continue
to develop their capacity to understand and use the
English language for a variety of purposes and in various
textual forms. Students engage with and explore a variety
of texts that include widely acknowledged quality
literature of past and contemporary societies.

Through their responding and composing of both critical
and creative texts, students develop an understanding of
themselves and of diverse human experiences and
cultures. The study of English in Stage 6 provides students
with opportunities to experiment with ideas and
expression; to become innovative, active, independent
learners; to collaborate; and to reflect on their learning.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:
e Common Module: Reading to Write: Transition to
Senior English
Module A: Contemporary Possibilities
Module B: Close Study of Literature

Year 12 course:

Particular Course Requirements

Students experience a range of text types inclusive of
prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and
digital texts. They will also be exposed to a range of
literary texts written about intercultural experiences and
the people and cultures of Asia. Students will also
experience Australian texts, including texts about
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander authors and those
that give insights into diverse experiences of Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Course Costs

Year 11-$20

Year 12 - $35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Students learn skills in literacy, spoken and written
English. The Standard English course is the foundation for
university study.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Lisa Wainwright

e Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences Email: Iwainwright@bdc.nsw.edu.au
e Module A: Language, Culture and Identity
e Module B: Close Study of Literature
e Module C: The Craft of Writing
Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 25
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ENGLISH

English Advanced

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: nil

Course Description

Through the study of English in Stage 6 students continue
to develop their capacity to understand and use the
English language for a variety of purposes and in various
textual forms. Students engage with and explore a variety
of texts that include widely acknowledged quality
literature of past and contemporary societies. Through
their responding and composing of both critical and
creative texts, students develop an understanding of
themselves and of diverse human experiences and
cultures. The study of English in Stage 6 provides students
with opportunities to experiment with ideas and
expression; to become innovative, active, independent
learners; to collaborate; and to reflect on their learning.

NOTE: Students enrolled in this course may also elect to
enrol in English Extension 1.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:

e Common Module: Reading to Write: Transition to
Senior English

e C(ritical Study of Literature

e Narratives that Shape our World

Year 12 course:

Particular Course Requirements

Students experience a range of text types inclusive of
prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and
digital texts. They will also be exposed to a range of
literary texts written about intercultural experiences.
Students will also experience Australian texts, including
texts by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Students extend and deepen their ability to use language
in subtle, nuanced, inventive and complex ways to express
experiences, ideas and emotions. They refine their
understanding of the dynamic relationship between
language, texts and meaning. They do this through critical
study and through skilful and creative use of language
forms and features, and of the structures of texts
composed for different purposes in a range of contexts.
They extend their experiences in researching. It will be
expected that students selecting English Advanced have
achieved at a substantial level or better in Stage 5 English.

Course Costs

Year 11 - $20

Year 12 - $35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Career Relevance/pathways/Transferable Skills

e Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences The study of the English Advanced course allows
e Module A: Textual Conversations ) ) .
o . pathways into tertiary education. Graduates of the
e  Module B: Critical Study of Literature . . .
- English Advanced course can move into professions such

e Module C: The Craft of Writing . -
as law, education and communication.
NOTE: English Advanced may also be offered to run
through BDC Horizon Online (Distance Education) in
addition to face-to-face.
Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Lisa Wainwright
Email: lwainwright@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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ENGLISH

English Extension 1

Board Developed Course
1 unit for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites:

(a) English Advanced

(b) English Extensionin Year 11 s a prerequisite for
English Extension 1inYear 12

(c) English Extension 1in Year 12 is a prerequisite for
English Extension 2

Exclusions: English Standard, English Studies and English
EAL/D.

Course Description

In studying these courses students will develop skills that
enable them to work independently; to experiment with
language forms, features and structures; and to engage
with complex levels of conceptualisation.

In the Preliminary English Extension course students
explore how and why texts are valued in and appropriated
into a range of contexts. They consider why some texts
may be perceived as culturally significant. In the HSC
English Extension 1 Course students explore ideas about
values and consider how cultural values and systems of
valuation arise. Inthe HSC English Extension 2 course
students develop a sustained composition and document
their reflection on this process.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:

Texts, Culture and Values

In the English Extension Year 11 course students explore
the ways in which the aspects and concerns of texts from
the past have been carried forward, borrowed from and/or
appropriated into more recent culture. They consider how
and why cultural values are maintained and changed.
Students are also required to undertake an individual
research project.

Year 12 course:

e Literary Worlds

e Students explore, investigate, experiment with and
evaluate the ways texts represent and illuminate the
complexity of individual and collective lives in literary
worlds. They deepen their understanding of how texts
construct private, public and imaginary worlds that can
explore new horizons and offer new insights.

Year 12 course (continued):

Worlds of Upheaval

e  Students examine the complexity of individual and
collective human experiences by exploring the ways
texts reflect their context and social values. They
investigate texts in which representation and form
are used, manipulated and re-crafted to portray
diverse ways of thinking. Texts set for study are
representative of the struggle between the individual
and society in monumental and historical moments
that have transformative power.

Course Costs

Year 11- $20

Year 12 - $35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

The critical thinking, imaginative writing and textual
analysis skills engaged within the course are all skills
directly transferable to a wide range of real-world
contexts and allow a seamless transition into a large
number of educational opportunities. Graduates of the
English Extension 1 course have eventually moved into
professions such as law, education, advertising and all
fields to do with the media and the public service.

Students learn the skills of both written and spoken
English at a very high level. This enhances all of the
students’ overall communication skills, which are vital in
today’s employment environment.

A wide knowledge of texts and historical periods enhances
the aesthetic experience of viewing films or reading texts
throughout later life, which inevitably broadens the
student’s cultural capital.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Lisa Wainwright
Email: lwainwright@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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ENGLISH

English Extension 2 (Year 12)

Board Developed Course
1 unit for Year 12 only

Constraints/Prerequisites:

(a) English Advanced

(b) English Extensionin Year 11 is prerequisite for English
Extension 1in Year 12

(c) English Extension 1in Year 12 is a prerequisite for
English Extension 2

Exclusions: English Standard, English Studies and English
EAL/D

Course Description

In the English Extension 2 Year 12 course students
complete a major work which involves undertaking
extensive independent investigation involving a range of
complex text. They are also required to document the
composition process in a major work journal and
reflection statement. Students can choose to compose in
ONE of the following forms:

short fiction

creative nonfiction

poetry

critical response

script (short film, television, drama)

podcasts (drama, storytelling, speeches, performance
poetry)

Particular Course Requirements

For the Year 12 English Extension 2 course, students are
required to be undertaking study of the Year 12 English
Extension 1 course

Course Costs

Year 12 - $35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Lisa Wainwright
Email: Iwainwright@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS

Overview
Pathways of Learning

The NSW Mathematics 7-10 syllabus forms part of a
continuum of mathematics learning from Kindergarten to
Year 12. To ensure coherence and continuity across this
continuum, the new NSW Mathematics 7-10 syllabus was
developed alongside the revised Mathematics K-6
syllabus. In addition, new Stage 6 syllabuses aligned with
the Australian Curriculum were introduced and
implemented in 2019.

The diagram below illustrates the available pathways for
learning mathematics from Stage 5 to Stage 6. In this
context, the term "stage" refers to a student's level of
mathematical understanding rather than their year level
at school. This approach recognises that, for example, a
student in Year 7 may still be working towards Stage 3
outcomes, while a student in Year 8 may be achieving
Stage 5 outcomes.

MANDATORY STUDY

Stage 5

The Mathematics Life Skills outcomes and content
provide a relevant and meaningful program of study for a
small number of students with special education needs for
whom the standard Mathematics Years 7-10 syllabus is
not appropriate. These outcomes are differentiated to
meet the individual needs of students within Pathway B
classes who follow this alternative learning route.

To cater to the full range of learners, three levels of
mathematics and corresponding study pathways are
available in Stage 6. A colour-coded spectrum, ranging
fromyellow to green in Stage 5, is used to visually
represent how students transition into similarly
colour-coded Stage 6 mathematics courses.

Mathematics K=10

Mathematics

Life Skills o L% e
Mathematics Year 11

Life Skills Mathematics Standard
Mathematics Year 12 Year 12
Life Skills Mathematics Mathematics

Standard 1 Standard 2

Stage 6
(Years 11-12)

Year 11

52/5.3 53

: Year 11
Mathematics . o
A Mathematics Extension
Year 12 Year 12 Year 12
Mathematics ~ Mathematics Mathematics
Advanced Extension 1 Extension 2

Community, other education and learning, and workplace pathways
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Standard 1

Board Developed Course
2 units for Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites:

The Year 11 Mathematics Standard course is designed
with the expectation that students have studied and
achieved the outcomes of the Mathematics Years 7-10
Syllabus (2015), including all content and outcomes of at
least Stage 5.1. Following the completion of the Year 11
Mathematics Standard course—typically by the end of
Term 3—students may transition into the Mathematics
Standard 1 course, subject to teacher recommendation.

Course Description

The Mathematics Standard courses are designed to
enable students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently,
and critically to make informed decisions in their daily
lives. These courses provide students with opportunities
to develop a deeper understanding of, and competence in,
various aspects of mathematics through a wide range of
real-world applications, supporting learning across
multiple Year 12 subjects.

Mathematics Standard 1 is specifically intended to help
students improve their numeracy by building confidence
and making mathematics meaningful and accessible.
Numeracy goes beyond basic numerical operations; it
involves mathematical knowledge, problem-solving skills,
literacy, and positive attitudes. A numerate student is one
who can confidently manage situations or solve problems
in real-life contexts, including everyday life, work, or
further education and training. This course supports
students in preparing for post-school pathways such as
employment or vocational education.

Please note: The HSC examination for Mathematics
Standard 1 is optional.

Topics Covered

Year 11 Mathematics Standard course:
Algebra

Measurement

Financial Mathematics
Statistical Analysis

Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course:
Algebra

Measurement

Financial Mathematics

Statistical Analysis

Networks

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 Standard.

Mathematics Standard 1 is a relatively new Stage 6
course in NSW, first introduced in 2018. Entry into this
course requires successful completion of the Year 11
Mathematics Standard course.

Course Costs
$35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and are subject to change.)

Career Relevance/pathways/Transferable Skills

This course equips students with a solid foundation in the
mathematical skills and knowledge required for everyday
life.

Complementary Subjects
Retail Studies (VET)

Faculty Contact
Acting Head of Faculty, Miss Holly Dunn
Email: hdunn@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Standard 2

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites

The Year 11 Mathematics Standard course is designed on
the assumption that students have studied and achieved
the outcomes of the Mathematics Years 7-10 Syllabus
(2015), including at least the content and outcomes of
Stage 5.1. Students intending to undertake the Year 12
Mathematics Standard 2 course are encouraged to have
studied components of the Stage 5.2 course—particularly
topics in patterns, algebra, and trigonometry. Full mastery
of Stage 5.2 content is strongly recommended.

Course Description

The Mathematics Standard courses are designed to
enable students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently,
and critically to make informed decisions in their daily
lives. These courses offer students the opportunity to
develop a deeper understanding of, and competence in,
various aspects of mathematics through a wide range of
real-world applications that support learning across
multiple concurrent HSC subjects.

Mathematics Standard 2 is intended for students who
wish to extend their mathematical skills beyond Stage 5
without pursuing the more advanced concepts found in
calculus-based courses. This course supports a broad
range of educational and career pathways, including
further study at a tertiary level.

Topics Covered

Year 11 Mathematics Standard course:

Algebra

Measurement
Financial Mathematics
Statistical Analysis

Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 course:

Algebra

Measurement
Financial Mathematics
Statistical Analysis
Networks

Note: While Mathematics Standard 1 and Standard 2
cover similar topics at a broad level, the subtopics within
these areas can differ significantly in both scope and level
of rigour.

Particular Course Requirements

Completion of all required classwork and assessments for
the Year 11 Mathematics Standard courseis a
requirement.

Course Costs

$35

(Note: costs and subjects levy listed are based on current
year and are subject to change.)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Mathematics Standard 2 covers a wide range of
mathematical concepts relevant to training in most trades,
nursing, primary teaching, and many other university and
TAFE pathways. However, it is not sufficient preparation
for most science or engineering degrees, which typically
require a calculus-based mathematics course.
Mathematics Standard 2 is a recommended course for
many other tertiary pathways. Students are advised to
consult university and TAFE admissions requirements and
recommendations before selecting their course.

Faculty Contact
Acting Head of Faculty, Miss Holly Dunn
Email: hdunn@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Advanced

Board Developed Course
2 units for Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites

The Year 11 Mathematics Advanced course is designed on
the assumption that students have studied and achieved
the outcomes of the Mathematics Years 7-10 Syllabus
(2015), including all content and outcomes of at least
Stage 5.2. Students intending to study the Year 12
Mathematics Advanced course are strongly encouraged
to have studied most of the Stage 5.3 course, with
particular emphasis on algebraic techniques, coordinate
geometry, trigonometry, and deductive geometry. Full
mastery of Stage 5.3 content is highly recommended.

At Bishop Druitt College (BDC), this course is best suited
to students from the T0MATA classes. However, students
from the TOMATB pathway may be considered if they
have demonstrated exceptional achievement.

Exclusions

Students cannot study the Mathematics Advanced course
in conjunction with either Mathematics Standard 1 or
Mathematics Standard 2.

Course Description

The Mathematics Advanced course is designed to help
students appreciate mathematics as a unique and
powerful lens for understanding the world—used to
investigate order, relationships, patterns, uncertainty, and
generality. It encourages the development of
mathematical thinking through observation, reflection,
and logical reasoning.

This course provides a strong foundation for further study
in disciplines where mathematics and mathematical
thinking play a significant role. It is intended for students
whose future academic or career pathways may involve
the application of mathematics in a range of tertiary-level
fields.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:

Functions

Trigonometric Functions

Calculus

Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
Statistical Analysis

Year 12 course:

Functions

Trigonometric Functions

Calculus

Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
Financial Mathematics

Statistical Analysis

Particular Course Requirements

Students must complete all required classwork and
assessment tasks for the Year 11 Mathematics Advanced
course.

Course Costs

$35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and are subject to change)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Mathematics Advanced is a prerequisite or
recommended subject for many science and engineering
bachelor degrees at university. Entry requirements for
other university courses may vary, so students are
strongly advised to consult individual university
admissions guides for specific prerequisites and
recommendations.

Complementary Subjects
Economics

Physics

Chemistry

Engineering Studies

NOTE: The Mathematics Advanced course may be
available via BDC Horizon Online (Distance Education)
as well as through traditional face-to-face classes.

Faculty Contact
Acting Head of Faculty, Miss Holly Dunn
Email: hdunn@bdcnsw.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Extension 1

Board Developed Course
1 unit for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites

The Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1 course is designed
on the assumption that students have studied and
achieved the outcomes of the Mathematics Years 7-10
Syllabus (2015), including all content and outcomes from
Stage 5.3. This includes the optional substrands on
polynomials, logarithms, functions and other graphs, and
circle geometry.

Exclusions

Students are not permitted to study the Mathematics
Extension 1 course alongside Mathematics Standard 1 or
Mathematics Standard 2.

Course Description

The Mathematics Extension 1 coursesin Year 11 and Year
12 include all content from the corresponding
Mathematics Advanced courses.

Studying Mathematics Extension 1 in Stage 6 enables
students to develop a deep understanding of
mathematical concepts, including the ability to construct
and evaluate mathematical arguments and proofs, and to
apply mathematical models extensively. This course
fosters an appreciation for the interconnected nature,
elegance, and utility of mathematics. It also provides a
strong foundation for further study in mathematics or
related disciplines where mathematics plays a significant
role at the tertiary level.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:

e Functions
o Further Work with Functions
o Polynomials
e Trigonometric Functions
o Inverse Trigonometric Functions
o Further Trigonometric Identities
e Calculus
o Rates of Change
e Combinatorics
o Working with Combinatorics

Year 12 course:

e Proof
o Proof by Mathematical Induction
e \ectors

o Introduction to Vectors
e [rigonometric Functions

o Trigonometric Equations
e Calculus

o Further Calculus Skills

o Applications of Calculus
e Statistical Analysis

o The Binomial Distribution

Particular Course Requirements

Completion of all required classwork and assessments for
the Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1 course, including
Mathematics Advanced content, is required.

Course Costs

$35

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and are subject to change)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Mathematics Extension 1 is a prerequisite or
recommended subject for many science and engineering
bachelor degrees at university. In many cases, the content
covered in this course is considered assumed knowledge.
Entry requirements for other university programs vary, so
itis essential that students consult individual university
admissions guides for specific prerequisites and
recommendations.

Complementary Subjects
Economics

Physics

Chemistry

Engineering Studies

Faculty Contact
Acting Head of Faculty, Miss Holly Dunn
Email: hdunn@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Extension 2 (Year 12)

Board Developed Course
1 unit for Year 12 only

Constraints/Prerequisite
Successful completion of the Year 11 Mathematics
Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1 courses.

Exclusions
Mathematics Extension 2 cannot be studied in
conjunction with Mathematics Standard 1 or 2.

Course Description

The Year 12 Mathematics Extension 2 course includes
the content of both the Mathematics Extension 1 and
Mathematics Advanced Year 12 courses. Together, the
Stage 6 Mathematics Advanced, Extension 1, and
Extension 2 courses form a continuum of increasing depth
and complexity. All students enrolled in Mathematics
Extension 2 are required to sit the Year 12 HSC
examination for this course.

Studying Mathematics Extension 2 in Stage 6 enables
students to develop a high level of knowledge,
understanding, and skills in working mathematically, with
a strong focus on concise and precise communication. The
course emphasises advanced mathematical techniques
and promotes deep conceptual understanding in key areas
such as algebra and calculus. It also fosters an
appreciation for mathematics as a discipline involving
intuition, creativity, and exploration.

Mathematics Extension 2 provides students with
opportunities to acquire knowledge and skills at
progressively higher levels, particularly in areas of
mathematics with growing applications across various
fields. The course offers an excellent foundation for
tertiary study in mathematics and related disciplines, and
is particularly relevant for students pursuing future
pathways in science, engineering, finance, economics, and
other fields where strong mathematical competence is
essential.

Topics Covered
Year 12 course:
e Proof
o The Nature of Proof
o Further Proof by Mathematical Induction
e \ectors
o Further Work with Vectors

Year 12 course (continued)

e Complex Numbers
o Introduction to Complex Numbers
o Using Complex Numbers
e Calculus
o Further Calculus Skills
e Mechanics
o Application of Calculus to Mechanics

Particular Course Requirement

Students must complete all required classwork and
assessment tasks for the Year 11 Mathematics Extension
1 course.

Course Costs
$35 (Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on
current year and subject to change.)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Mathematics Extension 1 is a prerequisite or
recommended subject for many university degrees in
science and engineering. In many cases, the content
covered in Extension 1 is considered assumed knowledge.
Requirements for other university courses vary, so
students should always consult the admissions guides for
specific prerequisites and recommendations.

Mathematics Extension 2 provides a strong foundation
for further study in mathematics or related disciplines
where mathematics plays a central role at the tertiary
level. It offers an appropriate mathematical background
for students pursuing future pathways in fields such as
science, engineering, finance, and economics.

Complementary Subjects
Economics

Physics

Chemistry

Engineering Studies

Faculty Contact
Acting Head of Faculty, Miss Holly Dunn
Email: hdunn@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Overview

Students in Stage 6 at Bishop Druitt College can choose
from the following Science subjects:

Agriculture (2 units)

Biology (2 units)

Chemistry (2 units)

Physics (2 units)

Earth and Environmental Science (2 units)
Investigating Science (2 units)

Science Extension (1 unit - Year 12 only)

Year 11 students may choose to study one, two, or three
of the above subjects. A detailed description of each
course follows.

Year 12 students may study up to a maximum of 7 units of
HSC Science courses.

All Science courses share a common foundation known as
Working Scientifically. These skills form the core of both
practical and secondary sourced investigations. Students

are encouraged to develop a deeper understanding of
Working Scientifically as a set of dynamic,
interdependent processes. These are applied in a flexible
and purposeful manner, depending on the nature of each
investigation.

This dynamic approach fosters a more sophisticated
understanding of the nature and practice of science. By
regularly engaging in these processes through varied
investigations, students move beyond the simplified, linear
model of scientific inquiry.

The seven Working Scientifically outcomes represent
the key interrelated processes essential to scientific
inquiry and the development of scientific knowledge and
skills. Each Stage 6 Science course is structured to provide
ongoing opportunities to engage with these processes —
particularly through Depth Studies, where students
investigate scientific concepts in greater detail.

Questioning
and Predicting
- Planning
Communicating Investigations
Tt Working '
Scientifically
r
A8 Problem Conducting
Solving Investigations N
v ' h Y
f:l \‘LI'I'.
]
| 1
Analysing Data Processing Data
and Information and Information
Knowledge
Understanding
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SCIENCE

Agriculture

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: None

Course Description

The Stage 6 Agriculture syllabus is designed to develop
students’ knowledge and understanding of the production
and marketing of both animal and plant products. It also
aims to build the skills and responsible attitudes necessary
to manage and market these products in a sustainable
manner.

The Year 11 course focuses on the interactions between
the components of agricultural production, marketing, and
management. It also explores issues related to the
sustainability of farming systems. This is an on-farm,
environment-oriented course that provides students with
foundational knowledge of agricultural systems and their
management.

The Year 12 course builds on the foundation established
inYear 11. It examines the complexity and scientific
principles behind agricultural production and places
greater emphasis on effective farm management
strategies to maximise productivity while maintaining
environmental sustainability.

The farm as a fundamental production unit serves as the
basis for analysing social, environmental, and economic
issues relating to sustainability—both from a national and
international perspective. This is explored in depth
through the farm product study.

Australian agriculture faces ongoing challenges that
require significant and continual change. The course
recognises the growing role of emerging
technologies—including computer, satellite, robotic, and
biological systems—which are increasingly being
integrated into farm management. As farmers adapt to
shifting economic, social, and climatic conditions, the
course electives address key innovations, issues, and
challenges currently confronting the agricultural industry
in Australia.

The key competencies of collecting, analysing, and
organising information, along with communicating ideas
and information, are central to agricultural inquiry and are
explicitly embedded in the syllabus objectives and
outcomes. Students work both independently and
collaboratively to conduct agricultural investigations and
activities. Through these experiences, they develop

additional competencies such as planning and organising
activities and working with others and in teams.

Note: Agriculture may be offered either face-to-face or
through BDC Horizon Online (Distance Education),
depending on student numbers.

Topic Covered
Year 11 course:
e Agriculture overview (15%)
e Thefarm case study (25%) - Farnworth & Tocal College
e Plant production (30%) - Wheat
e Animal production (30%) - Cattle, pigs and poultry

Year 12 course:
e  Plant/Animal production (50%) - Cotton and cattle
e Farm product study (30%) - Beef
e F[lective - Farming for the 21st Century (20%) - Dairy

Particular Course Requirements

Practical Requirements

Thirty percent of the allocated course time must be
devoted to practical experiences within the 120 indicative
course hours. Note: All students are expected to complete
the minimum required practical hours. This includes
attendance at a minimum of 80% of scheduled farm
visits.

Required attire for farm visits:

e [eather footwear (work boots preferred)
e Jeans or similar durable work pants

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Science and
Environmental Science courses.

Complementary Subject
Geography

Biology

Earth & Environmental Science
Investigating Science

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Biology

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Year 10 Science.

Exclusions
Students may study a maximum of 6 units of Science in
Year 11 and a maximum of 7 units of Science in Year 12.

Course Description

Biology is the study of living organisms, life processes, and
the interactions between organisms and their
environment.

The Year 11 course explores:

e The mechanisms and systems living organisms use to
obtain, transport, and utilise resources for growth and
repair

e Biotic and abiotic components of ecosystems and the
interdependence of organisms
The evolution of life on Earth
The impact of global changes on the diversity of
Australian biota during the formation of the Australian
continent.

The Year 12 course builds upon the foundation
established in Year 11. It examines:

e How plants and animals maintain a stable internal
environment (homeostasis)

e The transmission of characteristics from one generation
to the next (genetics and inheritance)

e Health-related issues, and the development of methods
to prevent, treat, and manage disease

Students also explore a range of optional modules that
draw on current scientific research and developments in
technology, allowing for investigation into areas of
personal or academic interest.

Students studying Biology are expected to:

Apply investigative and problem-solving skills
Communicate biological concepts and understanding
effectively

e Appreciate the role Biology plays in enhancing our
understanding of the natural world

Note: This is a general biology course and does not focus
exclusively on human biology or body systems. It builds on
the concepts introduced in Stage 4 and 5 Science.

Students selecting this subject should have a genuine
interest in science and confidence in their scientific ability.

Note: Biology may be offered either face-to-face or
through BDC Horizon Online (Distance Education),
depending on student numbers.

Topic Covered

Year 11 course:
e Cellsasthe Basis of Life
e  Organisation of Living Things
e [cosystem Dynamics

Year 12 course:

Heredity

Genetic Change

Infectious Disease

Non-infectious Disease and Disorder

Particular Course Requirements

A minimum of 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies
within the 120 indicative course hours. Scientific
investigations in this course include both practical
investigations and secondary-sourced investigations.

Practical investigations are a core component of the Year
11 course and must account for at least 35 hours of the
total course time. This includes the time spent on practical
investigations conducted as part of depth studies.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Any Science tertiary course: Marine Science, Sports
Science, Health Sciences and Environmental Science
courses.

Complementary Subject
Agriculture

Geography

Chemistry

Earth & Environmental Studies
Investigating Science

PDHPE

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Chemistry

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Year 10 Science, Excellent mathematical skills

Exclusions: maximum of é science units in Year 11,
maximum of 7 science units in Year 12.

Course Description

Chemistry is the study of the physical and chemical
properties of substances, with afocus on the interactions
between them. It seeks to provide explanations and make
predictions about chemical behaviour at the atomic and
molecular levels.

The Year 11 course develops students’ understanding of
atomic structure, chemical changes, rates of reaction, and
the relationships between substances. Key areas of focus
include the Earth's natural resources; the development of
increasingly sophisticated methods for extracting and
using materials; the significance of water on Earth; and the
chemistry of high-energy carbon compounds.

The Year 12 course builds upon the foundations laid in
Year 11 and expands into areas such as the search for new
sources of traditional materials, the design and synthesis
of new materials, the effects of chemicals released
through human technological activity, and strategies for
reversing or minimising environmental problems.
Students also explore optional modules that delve into
current research topics, drawing on improved
technologies and contemporary scientific understanding.

Students engage in a variety of learning experiences,
including practical experiments, fieldwork, and the use of
interactive media. They work both independently and
collaboratively to investigate scientific phenomena,
evaluate competing theories, and assess the societal
impact of scientific decisions based on chemical
knowledge.

This course builds on the skills and knowledge developed
in Stage 5 Science. Students selecting Chemistry are
expected to have achieved at least a substantial level of
attainment in Stage 5 Science and possess excellent
mathematical skills to support their understanding of
complex concepts.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

Properties and Structure of Matter
Introduction to Quantitative Chemistry
Reactive Chemistry

Drivers of Reactions

Year 12 course:

Equilibrium and Acid Reactions
Acid/Base Reactions

Organic Chemistry

Applying Chemical Ideas

Particular Course Requirements

A minimum of 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies
within the 120 indicative course hours. These depth
studies include both practical investigations and
secondary-sourced investigations.

Practical investigations are a compulsory component of
the Year 11 course and must account for at least 35 hours
of the total course time. This includes the time spent on
practical work conducted as part of depth studies.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Any Science tertiary course, Marine Science, Medicine,
Nursing and any other Health Science courses.

Complementary Subjects
Geography

Biology

Physics

Earth & Environmental Science
Investigating Science

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Earth & Environmental Science

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Year 10 Science.

Exclusions: maximum of é science units in Year 11,
maximum of 7 science units in Year 12.

Course Description

Earth and Environmental Science is the study of planet
Earth and its processes in both aquatic and terrestrial
environments. It explores changes that have occurred
throughout Earth’s history, including those in the
lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, and
biosphere, as well as the evolution of organisms since the
origin of life. The study acknowledges that while humans
are a part of nature, they now exert a greater influence on
the environment than any other species.

The Year 11 course develops students’ understanding of
the physical and chemical features of the environment, the
availability and use of natural resources, and human
impacts on Australian ecosystems. It also examines the
interaction of internal and external forces that
continuously shape the Earth. The course places
particular emphasis on the unique geology and
environmental features of the Australian continent, with a
focus on local environments and the impacts of human
activity.

The Year 12 course builds upon this foundation by
examining geological, physical, and chemical evidence
related to Australia’s evolution over time. It addresses
current environmental pressures, their effects on
Australian ecosystems, and the indicators of
environmental decline. Students also explore a range of
optional modules that reflect current research and draw
upon advances in scientific technology.

Earth and Environmental Science is inherently
multidisciplinary, integrating knowledge and skills from
other scientific disciplines. The course is designed to be
accessible and engaging for students with a wide range of
abilities and interests.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

Earth's Resources

Plate Tectonics

Energy Transformations
Human Impacts

Year 12 course:

Earth’s Processes
Hazards

Climate Science
Resource Management

Particular Course Requirements

A minimum of 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies
within the 120 indicative course hours. Scientific
investigations may include both practical investigations
and secondary-sourced investigations.

Practical investigations are a core component of the Year
11 course and must account for at least 35 hours of
course time. This includes the time allocated to practical
investigations conducted as part of depth studies.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Any science tertiary course, environmental science and
marine science.

Complementary Subjects
Agriculture

Biology

Chemistry

Geography

Investigating Science

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Investigative Science

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Year 10 Science.

Course Description

Investigating Science is designed to support students of
all abilities in engaging with scientific processes and
applying them to investigate relevant personal,
community, and global scientific issues. The course places
strong emphasis on developing Working Scientifically skills,
which form the foundation for students to value inquiry,
solve problems, communicate evidence-based arguments,
and make informed decisions. It promotes active
investigation and encourages exploration of key concepts,
models, and phenomena.

This course complements the study of traditional science
disciplines by providing additional opportunities for
students to deepen their understanding of scientific
concepts, explore their current and future applications,
and consider their impact on both science and society. It
fosters interdisciplinary learning by enabling students to
investigate a wide range of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) related issues and ideas in
depth.

Investigating Science builds upon students’ prior scientific
knowledge and skills, reinforcing the value of
evidence-based investigations and promoting the role of
science-based inquiry in everyday life.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

Cause and Effect- Observing

Cause and Effect - Inferences and Generalisations
Scientific Models

Theories and Law

Year 12 course:

Particular Course Requirements

Fifteen hours must be allocated to depth studies within
the 120 indicative course hours. Scientific investigations
may include both practical investigations and
secondary-sourced investigations. Practical investigations
are acompulsory component of the Year 11 course and
must account for a minimum of 35 hours of course time,
including the time allocated to practical investigations
undertaken as part of depth studies.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
All Science and Applied Science tertiary courses, primary
teaching.

Complementary Subjects
Agriculture

Biology

Chemistry

Geography

Earth and Environmental Science
Physics

Extension Science

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au

e  Scientific Investigations
e Technologies
e Factor Fallacy?
e Science and Society
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SCIENCE

Physics

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Completion of Year 10 Science and Advanced
Mathematics is expected.

Exclusions
Students may study a maximum of 6 Science units in Year
11 and a maximum of 7 Science unitsin Year 12.

Course Description

Physics investigates natural phenomena, identifies
patterns, and applies models, principles, and laws to
explain the behaviour and interrelationships of matter and
energy in a wide range of contexts.

The study of Physics is grounded in a small number of
fundamental laws and principles that govern both the
microscopic and macroscopic worlds. It provides students
with an understanding of physical systems that underpins
the development of many technological applications. The
interplay between scientific concepts, technological
advancements, and societal impact is central to the
discipline, as reflected in the history and philosophy of
science—a continuum that links our past with our future.

The Year 11 course develops students’ understanding of
waves, motion, forces, fields, electricity, and magnetism. It
explores concepts through real world applications such as
communication technologies, household electricity,
vehicle collisions, and the mechanisms that regulate
Earth’s physical environment.

The Year 12 course builds upon these foundations,
expanding into advanced topics such as relativity, the
motor effect, and solid-state physics. Students examine
the scientific principles behind technologies including
space flight, electric motors and generators,
semiconductors, and modern electronics. Optional
modules offer opportunities to investigate contemporary
research areas of interest.

This course is intended for students who have achieved at
least a substantial level of attainment in Stage 5 Science
and who possess outstanding mathematical skills.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:
e Kinematics
e Dynamics
e \Waves and Thermodynamics
e [lectricity and Magnetism

Year 12 course:

Advanced Mechanics
Electromagnetism

The Nature of Light

From the Universe to the Atom

Particular Course Requirements

Fifteen hours must be allocated to depth studies within
the 120 indicative course hours. Scientific investigations
include both practical investigations and secondary
sourced investigations. Practical investigations are a
mandatory component of the Year 11 course and must
account for a minimum of 35 hours of course time,
including the time allocated to practical investigations
conducted as part of depth studies.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Any Science tertiary course, Engineering and Aviation.

Complementary Subjects
Chemistry

Engineering Studies
Mathematics Advanced
Mathematics Extension 1
Extension Science

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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SCIENCE

Science Extension (Year 12)

1 unit for Year 12 only

Constraints/Prerequisites

Science Extension may be chosen in Year 12 by students
who have demonstrated achievement and aptitude in any
of the following Stage 6 Science courses during Year 11:

Biology

Chemistry

Earth and Environmental Science
Investigating Science

Physics

Course Description

Science Extension is a recently introduced course that
focuses on the authentic application of scientific research
skills, culminating in the production of a scientific research
report suitable for potential publication. Students are
required to propose and refine a research question,
formulate a hypothesis, and develop evidence-based
responses as part of their investigation. The final research
report is supported by a comprehensive scientific
research portfolio.

The course is structured around four modules, which
integrate Working Scientifically skills with course content
to form the foundation for the scientific research project.

Topics Covered

Year 12 course:

The Foundations of Scientific Thinking
The Scientific Research Proposal

The Data, Evidence and Decisions
The Scientific Research Report

Particular Course Requirements
As the final Year 12 examination is conducted online,
proficiency in typing will be an advantage.

Course Costs
Equipment for first hand investigation.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Highly regarded by universities.

Complementary Subjects
Investigating Science

Biology

Chemistry

Geography

Earth & Environmental Science
Physics

Note: Science Extension may be offered either
face-to-face or through BDC Horizon Online (Distance
Education), depending on student numbers.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Fiona Harris
Email: fharris@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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TECHNOLOGIES

VET Construction

(CPC20220 Certificate Il Construction Pathways &
Statement of Attainment (SOA) CPC20120 Certificate Il
in Construction)

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/prerequisites
Nil

Course Description

This course provides a pathway into primary trades within
the construction industry, with the exception of plumbing.
The Certificate Il in Construction Pathways is designed
tointroduce students to recognised trade areas and offers
meaningful credit toward an Australian apprenticeship in
the construction industry. It is a practical, hands-on
subject in which students will develop a range of
carpentry and construction skills and complete the
requirements for the Safe Work Construction Induction
Card (White Card).

Note: An optional HSC examination is available and
strongly encouraged.

Topics Covered

Concreting to Simple Forms

Work Safely in the Construction Industry

Apply WHS Requirements

Use Construction Tools and Equipment

Work Effectively and Sustainably in the Construction
Industry

Plan and Organise Work

Carry out Measurements and Calculations
Read and Interpret Plans

Erect and Dismantle Formwork for Footings and
Slabs

Handle Carpentry Materials

Apply Basic Levelling Procedures

Particular Course Requirements

This is a NESA-endorsed 240-hour course, and students
are required to complete 70 hours of mandatory work
placement. Our Work Placement Service Provider will
assist students in sourcing appropriate placements.

A mandatory course induction will be held in Week 8 of
Term 4, 2025, prior to the course commencement. All
students must attend.

All students undertaking nationally recognised training
must obtain a Unique Student Identifier (USI), which is
free. The USI creates a secure online record of a student’s
nationally recognised training that can be accessed at any
time from anywhere.

For more information or to register, visit: www.usi.gov.au

Course Costs
e WHS White Card Course ~ $95
e Steel capped safety boots

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Students who are assessed as competent in all units of
competency will be eligible to receive the Certificate Il in
Construction Pathways and a Statement of Attainment
(SOA) for the Certificate I in Construction. Students who
achieve competency in only some units will be eligible for
a Statement of Attainment reflecting the units
completed.

This qualification includes core units that are common to
many Certificate ll-level qualifications in the construction
industry. It provides a strong foundation for further
training, including apprenticeships or further study at
TAFE or university.

This course may also be undertaken as part of a
school-based apprenticeship or traineeship.

Complementary Subjects
Industrial Technology, Design & Technology

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED
TRAINING
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TECHNOLOGIES

Engineering studies

Board Developed Course
2 units for each Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Completion of the Year 11 course is a prerequisite for
enrolment in the Year 12 course.

Course Description

The Year 11 Engineering Studies course develops
students’ understanding and appreciation of engineering
and its impact on society. Topics covered explore various
aspects of engineering, including mechanics, materials,
electricity and electronics, engineering drawing, the scope
of the profession, and historical and social influences.

Students studying the Year 11 course can expect
assessment tasks such as:

e Aresearch task on household products (engineering
report format)

e Anengineering report incorporating CAD and
technical drawing components

e Ananalysis of a biomedical engineering innovation
(engineering report format)

e Avyearly examination

The Year 12 course builds on the knowledge and skills
developed inYear 11, with a particular emphasis on the
production of engineering reports. Students can expect
assessment tasks such as:

e Ananalysis of civil structures or engineering
innovations (engineering report format)
A half-yearly examination
An engineering report across various areas of
investigation

e ATrial HSC examination

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

Engineering Fundamentals
Engineered Products
Braking Systems
Biomedical Engineering

Year 12 course:

Particular Course Requirements
Nil

NOTE: Engineering Studies may be offered either
face-to-face or through BDC Horizon Online (Distance
Education), depending on student numbers.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Civil, structural and other engineering disciplines.

Complementary Subjects
Software Design and Development
Physics

Mathematics Advanced

Chemistry

Geography

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au

e Civil Structures
e Personal and Public Transport
e Aeronautical Engineering
e Telecommunication Engineering
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TECHNOLOGIES

VET Hospitality Kitchen Operations
(SIT20421 Certificate Il in Cookery)

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Nil

Course Description

Hospitality is a competency-based subject that focuses on
relevant issues, practices, and procedures within the
hospitality industry. It is a highly practical course in which
students develop skills in precision cutting, recipe
preparation techniques, and food presentation.

As part of the Year 11 course, students complete the
Prepare and Serve Espresso Coffee unit and are required to
participate in a weekly café service for staff and school
visitors.

Students who complete the Hospitality course and
achieve competency in all units will attain a Certificate Il
in Cookery qualification. Those who achieve competency
in only some units will receive a Statement of Attainment
toward the full qualification.

Topics Covered

e Hygiene
Safe food handling
Security
Socially Diverse Sectors
Industry Knowledge
Working with Customers and Colleagues
Environmental Sustainability
Food and Beverage
Kitchen Operations
Food Presentation
Work Health and Safety
Various Methods of Cookery

Particular Course Requirements

For the NESA-endorsed 240-hour Hospitality course,
students must complete 70 hours of mandatory work
placement. Our Work Placement Service Provider will
assist students in sourcing appropriate placements.

A mandatory course induction will be held in Week 8 of

Term 4, 2025, prior to the commencement of the course.
All Year 11 and Year 12 Hospitality students are required
to have the following items:

e Hospitality uniform
e  Recipe book

Unique Students Identifier (USI)

All students undertaking nationally recognised training
must obtain a Unique Student Identifier (USI)—a free and
compulsory requirement. This includes students enrolled
in Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses
deliveredin schools. The US| creates a secure online
record of a student’s nationally recognised training, which
can be accessed anytime and anywhere.

For more information or to apply, visit: www.usi.gov.au

Course Costs
Hospitality uniform kit and recipe book (approximately
$20)

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Hospitality students will attain a Certificate Il in
Cookery, is a nationally recognised qualification and
significantly enhances employability within the hospitality
industry.

Itis particularly valuable for students considering travel,
taking a gap year, or supporting themselves while studying
at university, as it demonstrates work ready, industry
based skills. This course may also be undertaken as part of
an approved school-based apprenticeship or traineeship.

Complementary Subjects
Food Technology
Business Services

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED
TRAINING
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TECHNOLOGIES

Industrial Technology

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Nil

Course Description

Industrial Technology is an industrial design course with a
focus on timber products and furniture technologies. It
provides students with the opportunity to explore the
interrelationships between timber technologies,
equipment, and materials used in industry, while
developing practical skills through the processes of
design, planning, and production.

In the Preliminary course, students complete one project
accompanied by a supporting folio, with approximately
two terms allocated for workshop-based construction. In
the HSC course, students complete a major project and
accompanying folio, with around two and a half terms of
construction time in the workshop.

Assessment in both the Preliminary and HSC courses
typically includes the major project, supporting folio, an
industry case study, and a formal examination.

Topics Covered
The Timber Furniture Industry:

Structural Considerations

Technical Considerations

Environmental and Sociological Considerations
Career and Training Opportunities

Workplace Health and Safety

Historical Developments

Practical Skills and Experiences:

e Useof appropriate tools, materials, components,
processes and technologies

e FEvidence of practical problem solving

e WHSand safe work practices

Project Development:

e Major Project - worth 60% of the total course
marks:

o Design, management and communication -
through a design folio.

o Production - applying knowledge and skills
through the construction of a major project
which reflects:

m  Quality
m Evidence of a range of skills

Project Development (continued)

m  Degree of difficulty
Links between planning and production
Use of appropriate materials, components, processes
and technologies

m  Evidence of practical problem solving

Particular Course Requirements
Nil

Course Costs

Students will need to source their own timber for both
projects. Depending on the project, this could range from
$50-500.

Career Relevance/pathways/Transferable Skills
Students with an interest in design, carpentry, or
cabinetmaking will benefit from studying Industrial
Technology. As this course contributes to the ATAR, it also
appeals to students who may not pursue a career in
furniture making but enjoy the opportunity to engage in a
practical, hands-on subject that balances their more
academic studies.

Complementary Subjects
Design and Technology
Construction

Visual Arts

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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TECHNOLOGIES

Software Engineering
Board Developed Course.

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Nil

Course Description

The study of Software Engineeringin Years 11-12
enables students to explore software engineering as a key
area within computer science. Students develop
knowledge and understanding of software development,
hardware and software integration, and the processes
involved in creating, implementing, and evaluating
computer programs. Emphasis is placed on a systematic,
problem-solving approach to designing and developing
creative software solutions.

This course promotes a deep understanding of
fundamental programming concepts, languages, and
emerging technologies, offering students flexibility in
developing software solutions. Through project-based
learning, students apply their skills in areas such as
programming fundamentals, object-oriented
programming, mechatronics, secure software
architecture, web programming, and software
automation.

Project work also fosters collaboration, teamwork, and
communication—skills highly valued in the software
development industry.

Topics Covered
Year 11 course:

e Programming Fundamentals
e Object-Oriented Paradigm
e Programming Mechatronics

Year 12 course:

e Secure Software Architecture
e Programming for the Web

e Software Automation

e Software Engineering Project

Particular Course Requirements
Nil

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Various I'T support roles, analyst/programmer, games
programmer, software engineer and test analyst/engineer.

Complementary Subjects
Engineering Studies
Advanced Mathematics

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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TECHNOLOGIES

Textiles & Design
Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Nil

Course Description
A study of Textiles and Design teaches students about:

The properties and performance of different fabrics
The fundamentals of design, including technical and
artistic fashion drawing

Construction skills in areas of student interest

The cultural significance and use of textiles

How to develop and present a professional design
folio

Project management techniques

The Australian fashion industry, including the work of
contemporary designers.

Topics Covered

In both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses, students study
the following topic areas:

e Design
e TheAustralian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied
Industries

e Properties and Performance of Textiles

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 course:

e  Students will complete two major textile projects
along with supporting documentation. An A3 folder
with plastic sleeves will be provided to store their
supporting documents. Students will be required to
purchase fabric for their two projects.

e They will also sit the Year 11 examination.

Year 12 course:

e Students will complete one major textile project
accompanied by supporting documentation. They
will be required to purchase fabric for this project.
This project is submitted for external marking in
Sydney in August of Year 12.

e Students will complete four assessable tasks,
including the HSC Trial Examination. Students also
sita 1.5-hour HSC examination.

Course Costs
Students will need to purchase their own project fabrics
and patterns.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Students interested in design, fashion, project
management, interior design, or styling will benefit from
studying Textiles and Design. As this course contributes to
the ATAR, it also appeals to students who may not plan to
pursue a career in design but enjoy completing a subject
with a practical component to balance their academic
studies.

Complementary Subjects
Visual Arts

English Advanced
Chemistry

Business Studies

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Daniel Bartlett
Email: dbartlett@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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HUMAN SOCIETY & ITS ENVIRONMENT

Ancient History

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Course Description

A study of the past is invaluable—being unaware of history
means remaining ignorant of the forces that have shaped
both our social and physical worlds. Ancient History offers
students the opportunity to develop their own
perspectives on the origins and lasting influence of ideas,
values, and behaviours that continue to resonate in the
modern world. It enables the analysis of past societies
through the lens of at least two millennia, offering a
unique sense of detachment and perspective.

This subject draws on a wide range of disciplines and
source materials, including literary works, coins,
inscriptions, art, architecture, artefacts, and human
remains. By engaging with both written and
archaeological evidence, students build an informed and
coherent understanding of the past. The course also
develops essential research skills and methodologies,
empowering students to question, analyse, and interpret
sources with critical insight.

Topics Covered
Year 11 Course:

e TheYear 11 course is designed to give students
opportunities to develop and apply their understanding of
the methods and issues involved in investigating the
ancient past. Students explore various aspects of the
ancient world, including significant people, ideas,
movements, events, and developments. Topics studied
include The Nature of Ancient History, as well as case
studies from influential eras such as the Trojan War,
Palmyra and the Silk Road, Ancient Egypt, and Ancient
China. Students will also undertake a historical
investigation on a topic of their choice, allowing for
independent research and critical inquiry.

Year 12 Course:

e Building on the foundations of the Year 11 course, the Year
12 program explores key concepts in greater depth, with a
strong focus on ancient Roman and Greek civilisations. The
course includes the mandatory core study of Pompeii and
Herculaneum, and covers the Julio-Claudian emperors
(Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero), the personality
study of Agrippina the Younger (mother of Nero), and the
unique Greek society of Sparta. Students learn to explain
and evaluate historical factors, and assess their
significance in shaping change and continuity in the
ancient world.

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 Course:

e Aninterestin ancient history is a clear advantage.
Throughout the course, students will engage in regular
practice of critical analysis and have the opportunity to
research areas of personal interest. A commitment to
wide reading and the ability to compose detailed,
analytical responses are valuable skills when studying
history. Students typically enjoy exploring a broad range
of ancient civilisations and are often captivated by the
compelling stories uncovered through the study of
ancient archaeology.

Year 12 Course:

e The Year 12 course builds on and refines the research
and analytical skills developed in Year 11. Essay writing
becomes more advanced, supported by the close reading
of both modern and ancient sources. Critical analysis of
archaeological evidence becomes increasingly important
at this stage of study. Students are often fascinated by
the exploration of Roman and Greek societies and
appreciate the course’'s emphasis on historical
personalities and narrative-based content.

Course Costs Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

In today’s world—saturated with both information and
misinformation—the ability to think critically is essential.
Ancient History, in particular, helps students develop this
vital skill. As Cicero once said, "To not know one’s history is
to forever remain a child." A solid understanding of history
also enhances one’s appreciation of literature, film, and
travel, and contributes to becoming a more informed and
thoughtful adult. This course equips students with
valuable skills in research, analysis, and critical
thinking—skills that are foundational in many professions.
Critical thinking is central to formal education and
becomes increasingly important for those pursuing
tertiary studies.

Complementary Subjects

English Advanced, Standard, Extension 1 & Extension 2
History Extension

Drama

Society & Culture

Studies of Religion

Visual Arts

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Drew Kadwell
Email: dkadwell@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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Modern History

Board developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

The study of history is an inquiry into past human
experiences that helps us better understand the present.
It encourages students to view the world from multiple
perspectives, while developing skills in deduction,
reasoning, and critical thinking—essential for navigating
anincreasingly complex global society.

Modern History challenges students to examine the major
social, technological, economic, political, and moral
transformations that have occurred from the late
eighteenth century to the present. It requires them to
analyse the causes, progress, and consequences of these
changes, and to make informed judgements about their
impact. Modern History is particularly relevant to
students' lives, as many of the events and issues it
explores continue to shape the contemporary world.

NOTE: Modern History may be offered through BDC
Horizon Online (Distance Education) as well as
face-to-face, depending on student demand.

Topic Covered

The Year 11 course is designed to provide students with
opportunities to develop and apply their understanding of
the methods and issues involved in investigating modern
history. Students explore various aspects of the modern
world, including significant people, ideas, movements,
events, and developments. The course is structured
around three components: Investigating Modern History,
The Shaping of the Modern World, and Historical
Investigation.

Case studies may be selected from topics such as:

Terrorism and the 9/11 Memorial
The Rise of Donald Trump

The Cuban Revolution

The Fall of the Romanovs

The First Indochina War

e The Age of Imperialism

For the Historical Investigation, students choose their
own modern history topic to research independently.

The Year 12 course builds upon the skills and knowledge
developed in Year 11. It focuses on applying an
understanding of sources and historiographical issues to
the investigation of the modern world. The course
consists of four key components:

e  Core Study: Power and Authority in the Modern World

1919-1946

National Study: Russia 1917-1941

Peace and Conflict: Conflict in Indochina 1954-1979
Change in the Modern World: Apartheid in South Africa or
The Nuclear Age

Particular Course Requirements

Year 11 Course: Aninterest in history is a clear
advantage. Students will gain extensive practice in critical
analysis and have the opportunity to research topics of
personal interest. Successful students are typically
committed to wide reading, can work independently on
research tasks, and are capable of producing detailed and
analytical written responses.

Year 12 Course: This course builds on the research and
analytical skills developed in Year 11. Independent
research and wide reading become even more important,
while essay-writing skills are further refined. Students are
expected to engage critically with both primary and
secondary sources to support their arguments and
deepen their understanding of historical issues.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

In today’s world—saturated with both information and
misinformation—the ability to think critically is essential,
and Modern History, in particular, fosters this skill. As
Cicero famously stated, "To not know one’s history is to
forever remain a child." A strong understanding of history
enriches our appreciation of literature, film, and travel,
and contributes to becoming a more informed, reflective,
and capable adult.

This course develops valuable skills in research, analysis,
and critical thinking—skills that are essential in many
professions. Critical thinking is not only fundamental to
formal education but also increasingly important in
tertiary study and the modern workforce. Students of
Modern History are well prepared for a broad range of
careers, particularly in fields such as the arts, law,
education, and travel.

Complementary Subjects

English, Advanced, Standard, Extension 1 and 2
Society and Culture

Studies of Religion

Visual Arts

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Drew Kadwell
Email: dkadwell@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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History Extension (Year 12)
Board developed Course

1 unit for Year 12 only

Constraints/Prerequisites: Students must also be
enrolled in either Ancient History or Modern History.

Course Description

History Extension requires students to evaluate the ideas
and methods used by historians to construct history and
to apply this understanding to investigate areas of
personal historical interest with increasing independence.
The course centres on the fundamental question, "What is
history?", and challenges students to interpret differing
perspectives and points of view, encouraging the
development of critical and informed opinions.

Akey focus of the course is historiography—the study of
how history is written and constructed. Statistical data
indicates that students who undertake History Extension
alongside their 2-unit history course often achieve higher
results, on average, than those who do not take the
extension course.

Topics Covered

Part 1:Constructing History

e Students explore the nature of history through
historiographical readings and debates. The course
examines the history of historical writing to help
students form an informed opinion about what
history is, who constructs it, why it is written, and the
forces that influence its creation. These questions are
further examined through a case study in which
students investigate changing interpretations of
evidence related to a chosen topic.

Part 2: History Project

e Students develop and apply historical skills by
designing and conducting their own historical
investigation. This project involves writing a
2,500-word essay and maintaining a logbook to
document the progress of their research. Topics may
be drawn from any time period, theme, or subject,
provided they do not significantly overlap with
content studied in the 2-unit Modern History or
Ancient History courses.

Particular Course Requirements
Constructing History

e Inthis section of the course, students study a broad
range of historians and historiographical issues.
Higher-order thinking and critical analysis skills are
emphasised, and the ability to compose
well-structured, analytical essays is central to
success. To apply the concepts explored in
Constructing History, students complete a case study
on John F. Kennedy (JFK).

The History Project

e This task allows students to pursue a topic they are
passionate about, often leading to highly positive
outcomes. Students work closely with their teacher
throughout the development and composition of the
project, receiving guidance and feedback to support
meaningful judgement and academic progress.
Regular meetings are scheduled to assist with this
process. The project is submitted in mid-Term 2,
ensuring it does not clash with the Trial HSC
examinations or other major works due in Term 3. It
is marked internally using NESA-set criteria.

Course Costs: Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

In today’s world—saturated with both information and
misinformation—the ability to think critically is essential,
and History Extension fosters this vital skill. As Cicero
observed, "To not know one’s history is to forever remain a
child." A solid understanding of history not only enriches
our appreciation of literature, film, and travel but also
contributes to becoming a more informed and capable
adult.

This course develops valuable skills in research, analysis,
and critical thinking. These skills are fundamental to most
professions, form a core part of any formal education, and
become increasingly important for students pursuing
tertiary study.

Career pathways supported by the skills gained in History
Extension include museum curation, tourism and guiding,
journalism, librarianship, politics, criminology,
anthropology, and many others.

Complementary Subjects
English Extension 1 & 2
Society and Culture
Studies of Religion

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Drew Kadwell
Email: dkadwell@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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Society & Culture

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Course Description

Society and Culture develops students’ ability to critically
analyse people, cultures, and societies. The course explores
key concepts such as power, identity, gender, and
globalisation, and introduces research methods like
interviews and questionnaires. Drawing on disciplines like
sociology and psychology, it encourages independent and
collaborative learning, especially in Year 12, and fosters
lifelong skills in research, analysis, and communication.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:
Students are introduced to key concepts and research methods
used in the study of society and culture. Topics include:

e Socialisation and identity (e.g. nature vs nurture,
adolescence, youth subcultures)

e Communication across and within cultures

e Research methodologies and ethical considerations

Students also begin developing skills in critical thinking,
independent research, and understanding cultural
diversity—skills that will be built upon in the Year 12 course.

Year 12 course:

This builds on concepts introduced in Year 11. Students
study four key areas:

e Core Study - Continuity and Change:

o Examines the forces that shape and maintain cultural
and social structures in a chosen country.

e Two Depth Studies (chosen from):

o Social Conformity and Nonconformity (focus: PETA)

o Popular Culture (focus: Rock and Roll or Barbie)

o  Belief Systems and Ideologies (focus:
Environmentalism or Buddhism)

e Personal Interest Project (PIP):

A 5,500-word major research task on a topic chosen by
the student, contributing 40% of the HSC mark.
Students have ten months to complete it, and many
consider it the highlight of the course.

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 Course:

e  Students develop skills in critical thinking, research, and
analysis, exploring topics related to socialisation, identity,
and cultural interaction. Independent work and class
discussion are key components.

Year 12 Course:

e  Students build on their skills through depth studies and the
Personal Interest Project (PIP)—a major independent
research task. Essay writing and analytical thinking are
further refined.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Society and Culture equips students with highly
transferable skills in research, critical thinking,
communication, and problem solving. These skills are
valuable in careers such as social work, psychology, law,
journalism, education, international relations, and public
policy. The course encourages cultural awareness, ethical
thinking, and independent inquiry—key attributes for
success in both further study and the modern workforce.

Complementary Subjects

English Advanced, Standard, Extension 1
Legal Studies

Studies of Religion

Visual Arts

Modern History

Geography

Year 11 Cultural and Service Trip to Cambodia

With Cambodia as a key focus in both the Year 11 and Year
12 courses, this trip offers students a valuable opportunity
to experience the country firsthand and deepen their
understanding through cultural immersion and service
learning.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Drew Kadwell
Email: dkadwell@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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HUMAN SOCIETY & ITS ENVIRONMENT

Studies of Religion 2 (Accelerated ONLY)
(course commences in Year 10)
Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12 (120 hours each)
Exclusions: Studies of Religion 1

Course Description

Studies of Religion explores the human search for meaning
through the development of religious and non-religious
belief systems across time and cultures. Students examine
how belief systems respond to universal questions such as:
Where did we come from? Why are we here? Where are we
going?

The course draws on insights from anthropology, sociology,
psychology, philosophy, and theology. It explores belief
systems from tribal and ancient religions to world religions
and secular philosophies like humanism. Students also
investigate belief in Australia—before and after
1945—including Aboriginal spirituality, Christianity, and
our contemporary multi faith society.

This study fosters religious literacy, cultural understanding,
and critical thinking—skills valuable for further study and
life in a globalised world.

Topics Covered

Year 11 Course:

e Students explore core religious concepts such as the
metaphysical world, the relationship between the
supernatural and natural. They examine how values,
attitudes, and behaviours are shaped by different
cultural and environmental contexts.

Year 12 Course:

e Students study three religious traditions in depth,
focusing on significant individuals, ethical teachings,
schools of thought, and ritual practices. They also
explore non-religious belief systems, such as
humanism, and investigate how religion relates to
issues like peace, conflict, and cultural identity.

Particular Course Requirements

Year 11 Studies of Religion Il at Bishop Druitt College is
offered as an optional accelerated course for Year 10
students. Students may then continue into the Year 12
Studies of Religion Il course.

Particular Course Requirements (continued)

In Year 12, students apply key concepts to three world
religions (chosen from Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam) and complete two additional depth
studies.

Course Costs
Nil

NOTE: Studies of Religion Il may also be offered through
BDC Horizon Online (Distance Education), in addition to
face-to-face delivery.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Studies of Religion Il develop intercultural understanding,
critical thinking, and religious literacy—essential skills for
working in a globalised society. It supports career pathways
in medicine, nursing, law, diplomacy, education, tourism, and
service industries. It also provides a strong foundation for
tertiary studies in the humanities, including psychology,
sociology, and anthropology.

Students who elect to undertake humanities
(psychology/sociology/anthropology) as part of their
tertiary studies would greatly benefit from having
completed Studies of Religion Il as part of their HSC course.

Complementary Subjects

English Advanced, Standard, Extension
Visual Arts

Ancient History

Modern History

Philosophy

Society and Culture

Faculty Contact
Teacher-in-Charge, Mr James Brown.
Email: jprown@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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COMMERCIAL STUDIES

VET Business Services
(BSB30120 Certificate Il in Business)

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Successful completion of all units of competency in this
course will earn students a Certificate Il in Business,
with the option (strongly recommended) to sit the HSC
examination (which may count toward the ATAR).
Students who successfully complete only some units will
receive a Statement of Attainment.

This competency-based course equips students with a
range of technical, personal, and interpersonal skills
relevant to the business services industry, while also
providing transferable skills applicable to a wide range of
service-related careers.

Topics covered in this qualification:

Assist with maintaining workplace safety

Engage in workplace communication

Apply critical thinking skills in a team environment
Support wellbeing in the workplace

Participate in sustainable work practices

Use inclusive work practices

Business software applications

Organise personal work priorities

Use digital technologies to communicate in a work
environment

Work effectively in a business environment

Create electronic presentations

Design and produce business documents
Maintain business resources

Organise workplace informations

Particular Course Requirements

e  Work placement is a mandatory HSC requirement
within this framework. A minimum of 70 hours must be

completed in an appropriate business services workplace.

e A mandatory course induction will be held in Week 8 of
Term 4, 2025, prior to the course commencing.

e Student laptops must meet specific capability
requirements to run the required software applications.
Further information will be provided upon request or
during induction.

All students undertaking nationally recognised training
must obtain a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This
creates a secure online record of nationally recognised
training and is free to obtain. More information is available

at www.usi.gov.au.

This course may be undertaken as part of a school-based
apprenticeship or traineeship.

Course Costs
Year 11 subject levy = $50
Year 12 subject levy = $50

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Upon completion of this qualification, students may
pursue careers in a range of business-related fields,
including management, administration, human resource
management, sales and marketing, real estate, and
accounting and finance.

Complementary Subjects
Business Studies

Legal Studies

Economics

Geography

English

Mathematics

Other VET courses.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang
Email: clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED
TRAINING
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COMMERCIAL STUDIES

Business Studies

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Business Studies examines how people and organisations
plan, manage, and operate businesses. Students explore
everything from small business planning to managing
operations, marketing, finance, and human resources in
large companies. The course provides a strong foundation
for future study or employment in the business world.

Topics Covered
Year 11 Course:

e Nature of Business: Explores the role of business in a
changing environment, including globalisation, industry
growth, and the impact on stakeholders.

e Business Management: Focuses on the responsibilities of
management, stakeholder interests, and quality
management practices.

e Business Planning: Involves developing plans for small to
medium enterprises (SMEs), including responding to
external influences and government regulation.

Year 12 Course:

e Operations: Examines strategies for effective operations
management and how globalisation, government policies,
and corporate social responsibility impact decisions.

e Marketing: Focuses on marketing strategies, ethics, and
the promotional mix used in the marketing of goods and
services.

e Finance: Looks at financial planning, reporting, and
managing the risks of domestic and global transactions.

e Human Resources: Investigates how HR practices
improve performance, including employment contracts,
conflict resolution, and workforce diversity.

Course Costs

Year 11 - Nil.

Year 12 - It is recommended that students purchase a hard
copy of the Qantas Case Study (approx. $50).

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Business Studies develops highly transferable skills in
leadership, communication, problem-solving, and dispute
resolution—skills valued in any occupation across all
sectors.

This course provides a strong foundation for careersin
areas such as accounting, marketing, banking, finance,
management, consulting, human resources, public relations,
sports administration, small business, stockbroking,
taxation, and trade.

Complementary Subjects

Legal Studies

Economics

English

Textiles & Design

Design & Technology

Information Process & Technology

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang
Email: clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 60

Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.


mailto:clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au

COMMERCIAL STUDIES

Economics

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Economics is like solving a mystery—every statistic and
patternis a clue, every policy a piece of a bigger puzzle.
Students become economic detectives, using data,
hypothetical models, and real-world case studies to
understand how economies operate.

The course begins with the circular flow of income
model—a simple yet powerful tool that becomes the
foundation for everything that follows. From there,
students explore indicators like production, inflation,
unemployment, and economic growth, and analyse how
governments respond using fiscal policy, monetary policy,
and microeconomic reform policies.

Through real-world case studies, group problem-solving,
and hypothetical scenarios, students build skills in critical
thinking, data interpretation, and policy evaluation —
essential for understanding and navigating the modern
economy.

Topics Covered

e Year 11 Course - Introduction to Microeconomics
Students begin by exploring how individuals, businesses,
and governments make choices in a world of limited
resources. Key topics include the circular flow of income
model, business cycles, the role of consumers and
businesses, the operation of markets, and detailed studies
of the labour market, market failures and government
policies. Students examine how markets fail, requiring
governments to influence market outcomes and manage
economic performance.

e Year 12 Course - Macroeconomics and Policy
This year focuses on managing the economy at a national
and global level. Students explore Australia’s role in the
global economy through trade and exchange rates, the
impacts of globalisation, and key issues like protection
barriers, economic growth, unemployment, inflation,
inequality, and sustainability. They also study how
governments use fiscal, monetary, and microeconomic
policies to address these challenges.

Course Costs
Nil.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Economics equips students with valuable skills in critical
thinking, data analysis, decision-making, and
communication — skills highly sought after across many
industries. The course helps students interpret economic
trends, understand financial markets, and evaluate the
impact of government policy.

Career pathways include roles such as economist, policy
analyst, investment analyst, financial adviser, business
consultant, economic researcher, industrial relations
adviser, and positions in banking, law, insurance, and
international trade.

Complementary Subjects
Legal Studies

Business Studies

History

Geography

Environmental Studies

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang
Email: clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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COMMERCIAL STUDIES

Geography

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Geography helps students make sense of a rapidly changing
world. It explores how people interact with the
environment, how human activities are shaped by
opportunities and constraints, and how we manage
challenges such as sustainability, urbanisation, and climate
change.

Many students find Stage 6 Geography more engaging than
in Years 7-10, as the topics are more relevant, the case
studies are contemporary, and there is greater
independence in learning. Students also enjoy applying
their knowledge through real-world fieldwork and
investigating current global and local issues.

Through these experiences, students develop critical
thinking, research, and problem-solving skills, as well as an
appreciation for diverse perspectives. Geography builds
lifelong curiosity and provides valuable tools for
understanding and navigating the world around us.

NOTE: Geography may be offered through BDC Horizon
Online (Distance Education), depending on student
numbers.

Topics Covered
Year 11 Course:

e  Students explore natural systems, human patterns and
processes, and the interactions between people and the
environment. Topics include Earth’s diverse landscapes,
human diversity, land cover change, and a geographical
investigation where students apply practical fieldwork and
research skills.

Year 12 Course:

e  Students examine global challenges and human
environment interactions at a deeper level. Topics include
sustainability, rural and urban places, ecosystems, and
global biodiversity. The course encourages students to
analyse current issues and propose solutions to real-world
problems using geographical tools and concepts.

Particular Course Requirements

Fieldwork is a compulsory component in both Year 11 and
Year 12. Students will complete a Geographical
Investigationin Year 11 and apply fieldwork data in Year 12
case studies. A strong interest in sustainability,
independent research, and critical thinking will support
success. Suitable outdoor clothing and equipment may be
required for fieldwork activities.

Course Costs
Fieldwork excursions throughout both courses.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Geography equips students with valuable skills in research,
data analysis, spatial thinking, and problem-solving—highly
transferable to further study, work, and everyday life. The
subject is especially relevant in today’s world, where
sustainability, global awareness, and environmental
management are critical.

Career pathways include town planning, environmental law,
international business, journalism, environmental
management, landscape architecture, tourism, climatology,
GIS, and marine biology.

Complementary Subjects

Business Studies

Society and Culture

Earth and Environmental Studies
Biology

Senior Science

Economics

Information Processes and Technology

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang

Email: clang@bdc.nsw.eduau
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COMMERCIAL STUDIES

Legal Studies

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Our society is governed by a complex set of laws that guide
behaviour and protect individual and community rights.
Understanding legal issues—including our rights and
responsibilities—is an important part of being an active and
informed citizen. Legal Studies examines how laws are
created, structured, and applied in both Australian and
international contexts. It allows students to explore how
society functions and the legal influences that shape it.

Students will gain insight into how legal decisions impact
Australian society and individual lives. By understanding
legal reform and change, students can better appreciate
how the legal system contributes to fairness and justice.
Legal Studies builds confidence in navigating legal
processes and deepens understanding of the relationship
between law and society.

Topics Covered

In Legal Studies, students explore how laws are created,
enforced, and reformed. They examine key legal concepts
such as justice, rights, law reform, and international law.

Year 11 Course:

Students study the legal system, investigate contemporary
legal issues, and develop skills in research, analysis, and
building legal arguments using real cases, legislation, and
media sources.

Year 12 Course:
Topics include:

e Crime ~ Students explore criminal law through real cases,
examining how the legal system balances community
safety with individual rights and freedoms.

e  Human Rights ~ Using real-world examples, students
explore human rights and assess how well legal systems
protect and promote them in practice.

Year 12 Course (continued)

e Family Law ~ Students explore family relationships, child
protection, and how effectively the law delivers justice in
family matters.

e  World Order ~ Using current examples, students examine
how legal and non-legal responses promote peace and
resolve conflict between nations.

Course Costs
Year 11 - Courthouse excursion $10
Year 12 - Courthouse excursion $10

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Legal Studies develops valuable skills in communication,
critical thinking, research, and argumentation—essential for
many professions. Students gain a strong understanding of
how the legal system works and how to evaluate real-world
issues and policies.

Career pathways include law, law enforcement, intelligence,
criminology, corrections, legal administration, social justice,
government, security services, and business consulting.
This subject is also excellent preparation for further study
in law, political science, international relations, and social
science.

Complementary Subjects
Economics

Business Studies

Society and Culture
History

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang
Email: clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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COMMERCIAL STUDIES

Work Studies - non-ATAR
Board Developed Course.

1 or 2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Work Studies is designed to provide flexible and effective
learning related to work and skills to assist students in the
workplace. The syllabus is contemporary and reflects the
current work environment. It includes a core module,
elective modules and work placement that could provide
opportunities for community involvement. As thisis a
Content Endorsed Course there is no HSC examination.
Assessment is school-based and teachers award an
assessment mark using the performance descriptions for
reporting achievement.

Work Studies counts towards the Higher School
Certificate and appears on the student’s Record of School
Achievement. However, Content Endorsed Courses do
not count in the calculation of the Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR). The subject may be studied as 1
or 2 units and as a Preliminary and/or HSC course. The
Work Studies CEC syllabus is available for study asa 1
unit 60 hour course; a 1 unit 120 hour course; a 2 unit
120 hour course; or a 2 unit 240 hour course.

The course is flexible in its presentation and access by
students. Work Studies students may complete course
requirements offline; that is, before or after school or with
online lessons and working independently as well as some
face to face time with the course teacher. In addition to
this flexibility, students will be required as part of the
course to find an employer and be in the workplace for
one day per week.

Topics Covered

e Core- My Working Life

e [lective
In the Workplace
Preparing Job Applications
Workplace Communication
Teamwork and Enterprise Skills
Managing Work and Life Commitments
Personal Finance
Workplace Issues
Self-Employment
Experiencing Work
Team Enterprise Project

0O 0O 0O 0 O 0O o 0o o0 o

Particular Course Requirements
Nil.

Course Costs
Nil.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Work Studies supports students in preparing for life after
school—whether through employment, apprenticeships,
or further training. It builds confidence and flexibility by
helping students understand different types of work and
how to manage change along their career path.

The course develops key transferable skills such as
communication, teamwork, problem-solving, time
management, and adaptability. These skills are practised in
real work contexts through work placement and
project-based learning, making the subject valuable for
any future work or study pathway.

Complementary Subjects
Business Studies

History

Community and Family Studies
Society and Culture

English Studies

Mathematics Standard 1
Construction

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Craig Lang
Email: clang@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Dance

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

This course allows students to explore dance as an art
form through three core components: Performance,
Composition, and Appreciation. Students develop their
skills in performing and creating dance works while also
learning to analyse and understand the work of other
dance artists. In Year 12, students choose one of the three
areas for an in-depth major study, allowing them to pursue
their strengths and interests.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

e Students explore all three core components of
dance—Performance, Composition, and
Appreciation—with equal focus. Physical training and
body awareness are essential and underpin every
aspect of the course. Students come with a range of
dance experience, and the course supports their
individual growth.

Year 12 course:

e  Students continue to study Performance,
Composition, and Appreciation, and also complete a
major work in one chosen area: Performance,
Composition, Appreciation, or Dance and
Technology:.

Particular Course Requirements

The three components of Dance—Performance,
Composition, and Appreciation—are closely connected,
and this interrelationship is explored across both the Year
11 and Year 12 courses.

In the HSC year, students study prescribed dance artists
and works in the Appreciation component; these are
reviewed and updated every three years by NESA.

All students are required to keep a process diary to
document their creative and physical development in both
the Core and Major Study components.

Course Costs
$35 (Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on
current year and subject to change).

Please note:

This course will most likely run offline (before and/or after
school, as well as lunch times where necessary to
complete the required hours per fortnight) in 2026.
Students who elect to study Dance must be prepared to
attend classes outside school hours. This could include
one afternoon per week until 5pm or morning sessions
from 8am. This will be communicated to students and
parents once timetabling has occurred.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Performing arts schools and university courses.
Professional dancing careers and/or teaching and
coachingindance.

Complementary Subjects

Drama

Music

Visual Arts

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rday@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Drama
Board Developed Course

2 unit for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

In Stage 6 Drama students investigate, shape and
symbolically represent ideas, feelings, attitudes, beliefs
and their consequences. Students learn experientially,
within and in response to situations where they take on
roles. The processes of making, performing and critically
studying drama and theatre are valued, whether or not
they lead to theatrical performance.

Topics covered
Year 11 course:
e Improvisation, Playbuilding, Acting

e [lements of Production in Performance
e Theatrical Traditions and Performance Style

Year 12 course:

Contemporary Australian Drama and Theatre
Verbatim Theatre

Group Performance

Individual Project

Core Component: Group Performance

e 8topics from NESA, groups of 3-6 students, ideas,
creativity and theatrical techniques. An individual
project and performance is a key component of
Drama.

Course Costs

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

e Year 11 subject levy =$50. Possible additional costs
relate to one-off excursions or visiting performances.

e Year 12 subject levy = $50. Plus potential OnStage
excursion approx. $500 and Practical Project option
approx. $200.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Drama develops skills in communication, creativity,
collaboration, and problem-solving—essential in any modern
workplace. Through devising, rehearsing, and performing,
students build self-confidence, motivation, and the ability to
express ideas clearly. These are valuable both for school-based
group work and for careers that require teamwork, leadership,
or presentation skills.

Career pathways may include:

e Theatre and performance (acting, stage
management, design, directing)

e Television, film, and media
Advertising, publicity, and event management

e Teaching, arts education, and creative industries

Drama also supports key 2 1st-century capabilities: critical
thinking, innovation, cultural awareness, and making
meaningful connections—skills that transfer well to any career.

Complementary Subjects
Visual Arts

Music

Design and Technology
English

Dance

Entertainment Industry

Note: The Drama course is well suited to students who are
undertaking academic subjects as it is practical, allows
teamwork and functions as a break from more theoretical
work.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rday@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Music 1

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Exclusions: Music 2, Music Extension.

Course Description

Music 1 is designed for students with a general interest in
music who enjoy performing, composing, listening, and
exploring different musical styles.

Across both Year 11 and Year 12, students study the
concepts of music through experiences in performance,
composition, musicology, and aural skills. These are
explored through a range of musical styles, periods, and
genres.

Topics Covered

Students study 6 topics across the two years—3 in Year
11 and 3 different topics in Year 12. These are selected
from a range of 22 options in consultation with the
teacher and may include:

An Instrument and its Repertoire
Australian Music

Baroque Music

Jazz Music

Medieval Music

Methods of Notating Music

Music and Religion

Music and the Related Arts

Music for Large Ensembles

Music for Radio, Film, Television and Multimedia
Music for Small Ensembles

Music in Education

Music of a Culture (Year 11 course)
Music of a Culture (Year 12 course)
Music of the 18th Century

Music of the 19th Century

Music of the 20th and 2 1st Centuries
Popular Music

Renaissance Music

Rock Music

Technology and its Influences on Music
Theatre Music

Particular Course Requirements

Students do not need to have studied Musicin Years 9 and
10to enrolin Music 1. However, they must be proficient
on at least one instrument, as all HSC students are
required to perform as part of their examination.

Private instrumental lessons are strongly encouraged,
particularly in the HSC year. Students will also need a
personal device and access to music notation software.
While Sibelius is preferred, free alternatives such as
Musescore or Flat are acceptable.

Course Costs

Note: All costs are based on the current year and may be
subject to change.

Subject levy (Year 11 & 12): $75
Excursions:
o Bravissimo in Port Macquarie: approx. $60
o Encore in Sydney (Year 12 only): approx. $400
o HSC Exam Preparation Workshop in Armidale:
approx. $100
e Instrumental music lessons: arranged privately and paid
separately

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Professional musician/performer, music teacher - either
private tuition or school, composer, conductor, sound
engineer, management, production and technology.

Complementary Subjects
Mathematics

Drama

Visual Arts

English

Technology

Dance

Entertainment Industry

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rday@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Music 2
Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Exclusions: Music 1.

Constraints/Prerequisites: Year 9 and Year 10 Elective
Music (strongly encouraged) and a minimum standard of
Grade 5 AMEB or equivalent.

Course Description

Music 2 is an advanced course for students with strong
music skills and a keen interest in musical styles and
history. It is recommended that students taking this
course have prior music experience and undertake regular
private instrumental tuition to support their performance
work.

Throughout Year 11 and Year 12, students explore the
concepts of music through performance, composition,
musicology, and aural skills, across a wide range of musical
styles, periods, and genres.

Topics Covered

Year 11 course: The mandatory topic is Music 1600 to
1900. Students also choose one additional topic from the
following list:

Australian Music

Music of a Culture

Medieval Music

Renaissance Music

Music 1900-1945

Music 1945- Music 25 years ago

Year 12 course: The mandatory topic is Music of the Last
15 Years (Australian focus). In addition, students choose
one other topic from the list below, which must be
different from the topic studied in Year 11.

Music of a Culture (different from Preliminary study)
Medieval Music

Renaissance Music

Baroque Music

Classical Music

Music of the nineteenth century

Music 1900-1945

Music 1945 - Music 25 Years ago

In addition to the core study in performance, composition,
musicology and aural, students will select one elective in
either performance, composition or musicology.

Students choosing composition or musicology as their
elective must compile a portfolio to support their
submitted work. This portfolio may be requested by NESA
to verify authorship. All students are also required to
develop a composition portfolio as part of the core
composition component.

Particular Course Requirements

Students studying Music 2 are expected to be technically
proficient on an instrument, ideally at AMEB Grade 5
standard or equivalent. Ongoing private instrumental
tuition is strongly recommended to support performance
development.

Students must also have access to music notation
software such as Sibelius or Musescore to complete the
composition components of the course.

Course Costs

Note: All costs listed are based on the current year and are
subject to change.

e Annual subject levy: $75
e Excursions:
o Bravissimo (Port Macquarie): approx. $60
o Encore (Sydney, Year 12 only): approx. $400
o HSC Exam Preparation Workshop (Armidale):
approx. $100
e Instrumental music lessons: arranged privately

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Professional musician, music education, music
management, theatre, music production, private tuition,
sound technician, music technology.

Complementary Subjects
English

History

Physics

Drama

Mathematics

Dance

NOTE: Music 2 may run through BDC Horizon Online
(Distance Education) depending on student interest.

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rdav@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Music Extension (Year 12)

Board Developed Course

1 Unit for Year 12 only

Exclusions: Music 1.

Constraints/Prerequisites: Music 2 (studied
concurrently).

Course Description

Music Extension is designed for highly advanced
musicians and builds upon the Music 2 course. It assumes
a strong foundation in music literacy, aural skills, and a
high level of ability in performance, composition, or
musicology.

Students specialise in one of these areas and follow an
individualised program of study, developed in consultation
with their teacher.

Topics Covered

Music Extension has no set topics. Instead, students
choose one area of specialisation—Performance,
Composition, or Musicology—and work closely with their
teacher to design an individualised program of study.

Depending on their chosen focus, students will:

e  Performance: develop and present a program of solo and
ensemble works

e  Composition: create and submit two original
compositions

e  Musicology: write an extended essay on a chosen
musicological topic

Particular Course Requirements

Students specialising in Composition or Musicology must
compile a portfolio to support their submitted work. This
may be requested by NESA to verify authorship.

Students specialising in Performance are expected to
undertake regular private instrumental tuition.
Composition students must also have access to music
notation software such as Sibelius.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Professional musician, music education, music
management, theatre, musical production, private tuition,
sound technician and music technology.

Complementary Subjects
Mathematics

Drama

Visual Arts

English

Technology

Physics

Dance

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rday@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

VET Entertainment Industry

(CUA30420 Certificate Il in Live Production and
Technical Services)

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Note: Upon successful completion of all units in this course, students
will receive the CUA30420 Certificate lll in Live Production and
Technical Services qualification. Students who do not complete the
full course will receive a Statement of Attainment for the units they
have successfully completed.

Course Description

This course reflects the role of individuals who apply a
broad range of competencies in providing technical
services for the entertainment industry. Students gain
hands-on experience in key areas including theatre safety,
lighting, audio, staging, vision systems, and collaborative
creative projects.

The entertainment industry is broad and includes all
aspects of live performance and event production.
Occupational areas span from front-of-house and
technical operations to creative and management roles.
Whether you're interested in behind-the-scenes
production or in supporting live events, this course
provides valuable, industry-relevant skills that are in
demand across a range of performance and event settings.

Topics Covered
The mandatory focus areas for the Entertainment
Industry Curriculum Framework include:
e Audio
Customer service
Lighting
Safety
Staging
Vision
Working in the entertainment industry and workplace.

Particular Course Requirements

Students will complete seven mandatory units of
competency, along with approximately 85 indicative hours
of elective units. In addition, a compulsory work
placement of 70 hours must be undertaken.

e 300 hours of coursework leads to the full Certificate lll in
Live Production and Technical Services
e 240 hours leads to a Statement of Attainment.

A mandatory course induction will be held in Week 8 of
Term 4, 2025, prior to the course start.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
The job roles that relate to this qualification may include:

front of house assistant

trainee fly operator

technical assistant (productions)
special effects assistant
assistant sound technician
assistant venue technician
follow spot operator

props assistant

technical production assistant (remote area)
sound assistant

assistant scenic artist
stagehand

lighting

audio and staging assistant
venue attendant

workshop carpenter

production crew

stage door attendant

lighting systems technician.

It also provides a pathway to other roles in similar work
environments. Further study, such as the CUA60220
Diploma in Live Production and Management, can lead to
opportunities in supervisory or management positions.

Course Costs
e \WHS White card course, $95
e First Aid Course, $176
e Black shirt and pants (required for events and work
placement)

Complementary Subjects
Music
Drama
Dance

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mrs Rebecca Day
Email: rday@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

Visual Arts
Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: Nil

Course Description

Visual Arts engages students in artmaking, art criticism and
historical and contemporary art practices. It provides
insight into the role of artists, artworks and audiences in
various cultural, historical and contemporary contexts. The
course encourages students to explore diverse
perspectives, including contemporary viewpoints, and to
develop critical and informed responses to visual art.

Topics Covered
Artmaking:

e  Students experiment with a range of media, ideas, and
forms. In the Year 11 course, units are primarily
teacher-directed, building technical and conceptual skills.
This foundation supports the development of each
student's individual art practice, culminating in a body of
work submitted for the Year 12 HSC examination.

Art Criticism and Art History:

e Students explore artworks, artistic practice, criticism, and
historical and contemporary contexts. Through research
and analysis, they examine key theories, issues, and ideas
using multiple perspectives or “frames of reference.”
Students are expected to respond in a range of
formats—written, verbal, and digital—demonstrating their
understanding of the dynamic relationship between artist,
artwork, audience, and the world.

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11

e Artmaking: Students build technical and expressive
skills across a range of expressive forms; sculpture
(ceramics, paper, found objects), self-portraiture
(drawing, painting, photography, film), and printmaking
(drypoint, embossing, monoprints).

e Art Criticism & History: Students explore a broad range
of artists, artworks and issues through the content
areas of art practice, frames, and the conceptual
framework. Research, analysis, and essay writing are
key skills developed.

Particular Course Requirements (continued)
Year 12

e Artmaking: Students produce a Body of Work—a series
of related artworks—worth 50% of their HSC mark.
This work reflects their own interests and ideas,
developed through research and supported by
mentoring from teachers.

e Art Criticism & History: Students study five case studies
exploring artists, artworks, and their cultural contexts.
Visual literacy, interpretation of contemporary
themes, and structured written responses are refined.

Facilities & Opportunities

BDC's Visual Arts faculty offers excellent facilities and has a
strong record of achievement, with frequent ArtExpress
nominations. Students have access to diverse expressive
forms including painting, drawing, sculpture, photomedia,
time based forms, textiles, ceramics and digital media.

Course Costs

e Costsapply depending on a Year 12 student’s chosen
expressive forms for the Body of Work, as well as for
compulsory excursions to local, regional, or optional
capital city art galleries.

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

Visual Arts supports a smooth transition into a wide range
of creative careers. It also develops transferable skills in
communication, problem-solving, collaboration, and critical
thinking—valuable in any profession.

Potential pathways include:

Architecture, design, animation, film and TV production,
graphic design, photography, education, theatre or set
design, and professional art practice.

Complementary Subjects

Society and Culture

Ancient and Modern History

Studies of Religion

Textiles and Design

Design and Technology

Information Processes and Technology

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Ms Teena Goodman
Email: tgoodman@bdc.nsw.edu.au

Please note: Final course offerings depend on student demand, college resources, and the timetable process. 72

Some courses may not run, be offered offline, or clash with other selections.


mailto:tgoodman@bdc.nsw.edu.au

mnfvmw i
. H.8 PHYSICAL

"~ EDUCATION




PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Community & Family Studies

Board Developed Course
2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12
Constraints/Prerequisites: nil.

Course Description

Community and Family Studies explores life issues that
are important to all young people. The course investigates
the unique contributions of individuals, groups, families
and communities in the development of effective social
structures. It provides opportunities for students to
explore and form positive attitudes about themselves and
others.

Research is anintegral component of this subject.
Students are required to develop and utilise research
skills in planning, collecting, recording, interpreting,
analysing and presenting as they employ various research
methodologies to complete an independent research
project (IRP).

Topics Covered

Year 11 course:

e Resource Management
e Individuals and Groups
e Families and Communities

Year 12 course:

Research Methodology
Groups in Context
Parenting and Caring
Social Impact of Technology

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 - Nil
Year 12 - Satisfactory completion of the Year 11 course

Course Costs

Year 11 subject levy = $20

Year 12 subject levy = $20

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

The knowledge, understanding, skills and values
developed through Community and Family Studies
provide a foundation for a wide range of study optionsin
and beyond school and also a range of university or
vocational pathways that support and enhance the
wellbeing of children. Study of this course will also
support students engaged in caring, supervision and child
support roles and those seeking formal work
opportunities such as childcare, education, nursing,
counselling and healthcare.

Complementary Subjects

Health and Movement Science (PDHPE)
Child Studies (TAFE)

English

Society and Culture

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Mr Ben Andrews
Email: bandrews@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Health and Movement Science

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites
Completion of the Years 7-10 PDHPE program.

Course Description

This new course, introduced in 2025, replaces the
previous PDHPE course. It aims to develop students’
ability to think critically about key health and movement
issues. Students learn to make informed decisions that
support active, healthy lifestyles and improve individual
and community wellbeing.

Building on the PDHPE K-10 syllabus, the course allows
students to explore health and movement science in
greater depth, applying concepts to various population
groups and contexts. Both the Year 11 and Year 12
courses include Depth Studies, where students
investigate and apply their understanding in authentic,
meaningful ways.

Year 11 focuses on the health of young people, examining
the skills needed to enhance wellbeing. Students study
how the body systems function and respond to
movement, the role of energy systems, and the
physiological impact of different training types. Students
also complete a Collaborative Investigation, working in
teams to research a topic and present their findings.

Year 12 focuses on the health of Australians, exploring
disparities in health status across population groups and

the impact of chronic conditions on the healthcare system.

Students further examine the impact of training types on
performance, including key areas such as biomechanics,
injury prevention, technology, nutrition, and supplements.

NOTE: HMS may also be offered to run through BDC
Horizon Online (Distance Education) in addition to
face-to-face.

Topics Covered
Year 11 Course:

e Health for Individuals and Communities
e The Body and Mind in Motion
e Collaborative Investigation

Year 12 Course:

e Health in an Australian and Global Context
e Training for Improved Performance

Particular Course Requirements
Year 11 - Nil
Year 12 - Satisfactory completion of the Year 11 course

Course Costs

Year 11 - $40

Year 12 - $30

(Note: costs and subject levy listed are based on current
year and subject to change).

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills

This course provides many of the prerequisites for
courses in areas such as medicine, health, education, allied
health, fitness, counselling, sports and the defence forces.
This course develops important skills in leadership,
communication and the ability to support others, along
with a high level of skills applicable to daily life and the
individuals as a whole.

Complementary Subjects
Biology

Chemistry

English

Community and Family Studies

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty - Mr Ben Andrews
Email: bandrews@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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LANGUAGES

French Continuers

Board Developed Course.

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites:
Stage 5 French 200 hour course.

Course Description

The French Continuers course builds on the already
significant level of skill students have acquired during
their study of French in Stage 5. The course is organised
around themes and associated topics, through which
students will enrich their linguistic and cultural
knowledge and be able to produce and interact with a
variety of different text types. Students will develop their
listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing skills, with
the goal of being able to communicate comfortably and
confidently with French speakers by the end of the Year
12 course.

Topics Covered

The Individual - personal identity, past experiences,
relationships, sports and leisure activities
French-Speaking Communities - travel, daily routine,
culture, entertainment

The Changing World - technology, environment,
prominent people and events

Particular Course Requirements
There are no major works or assignments for this course.
Rather, students will be expected to revise and memorise

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Learning a second language helps students develop skills
that will be essential to them in any further study pathway
and/or in the workplace:

Higher order cognitive, learning and social skills
Literacy skills

Analytical and problem-solving skills

Flexible thinking skills

Greater empathy and tolerance towards others

Combining the study of at least one language with study in
almost any other field broadens a student’s academic and
career opportunities. This will be of benefit in such diverse
areas as scientific research, medicine, government, media,
law, design, engineering, ICT, banking and finance,
advertising, trade, tourism and hospitality.

Many universities offer bonus points to students who
have achieved a Band 5 or 6 result for the study of a
language in the Higher School Certificate.

Many employers offer higher rates of pay to employees
who are proficient in one or more foreign languages.

Complementary Subjects
Other languages

: . English

vocgpulary ghd grammatical structures or? an ongoing Mathematics

basis in addition to regular homework assigned by the Science

class teacher. Students must demonstrate sustained History

diligence in the completion of homework and revision. Society and Culture

C C Music

ourse Costs Visual Arts

Year 11 - $45

Year 12- $45 Faculty Contact
Head of faculty, Ms Katherine Wyndham
Email: kwyndham@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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LANGUAGES

French Extension (Year 12)

Board Developed Course.
1 unit for Year 12 only

Constraints/Prerequisites:
French Continuers (concurrent)

Course Description

French Extension allows students to extend their ability to
use and appreciate French as a medium for
communication, creativity and expression. The course is
organised around the theme The Individual and
Contemporary Society, and three related issues. These are
explored through the study of one prescribed text,
currently the film Intouchables, and multiple supporting
texts chosen by the class teacher and students. Students
learn how to speak and write persuasively to argue a
certain point of view in relation to the issues set for study.

Topics Covered

e Connectedness, e.g. personal relationships,
community, the individual in society

e [mpathy, eg. insiders and outsiders, solidarity,
respect for others

e  Cultural Diversity, e.g. immigration, multiculturalism,
discrimination

Particular Course Requirements
Nil

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Learning a second language helps students develop skills
that will be essential to them in any further study pathway
and/or in the workplace:

Complementary Subjects
English

Mathematics

Science

History

Society and Culture

Please note:

French Continuers has run offline (before and/or after
school and/or lunch times) in recent years. By selecting
French Continuers, students should be prepared to
attend classes at these times. This will be confirmed once
the timetable has been completed in early Term 4.

Faculty Contact
Head of faculty, Ms Katherine Wyndham
Email: kwyndham@bdc.nsw.edu.au

e Higher order cognitive, learning and social skills
e Advanced literacy skills
e Analytical and problem-solving skills
e Debating skills
e |ntercultural understanding and global perspectives
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LANGUAGES

Italian Beginners

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: Students must not have
studied more than 100 hours of Italian if they wish to take
up Italian Beginners. In most cases this means that they
must not have studied the language beyond Stage 4 level.
Students must not have any background in Italian
language and must not speak or have spoken Italian
outside the classroom on a regular basis, this includes any
student who has lived for more than 3 months in Italy
previously.

Course Description

The Italian Beginners course is designed for students with
no prior knowledge of the language and no background
experience of the language. The course is organised
around themes and associated topics, through which
students will gain both linguistic and cultural
understanding and be able to interact with and produce a
variety of different text types. Students will develop their
listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing skills with
the goal of being able to communicate comfortably on
topics relating to everyday life with Italian speakers by the
end of the Year 12 course.

Topics Covered

All of the topics will be covered in relation to the students’
personal world and also the context of the Italian
community.

Family Life, Home and Neighbourhood
People, Places and Communities
Education and Work

Friends, Recreation and Pastimes
Holidays, Travel and Tourism

Future Plans

Particular Course Requirements

There are no major works or assignments for this course.
Rather, students will be expected to practise the language
learned, revise and memorise vocabulary and grammatical
structures and apply their knowledge in written and oral
forms on an ongoing basis. Students must demonstrate
sustained diligence in the completion of homework,
revision and small tasks.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Learning a second language helps students develop skills
that will be essential to them in any future study pathway
and/or in the workplace:

Higher order cognitive, learning and social skills
Advanced literacy skills

Analytical and problem-solving skills

Flexible thinking skills

Greater empathy and tolerance towards others

Combining the study of at least one language with study in
almost any other field broadens a student’s academic and
career opportunities. This will be of benefit in such diverse
areas as scientific research, medicine, government, media,
law, design, engineering, ICT, banking and finance,
advertising, trade, and tourism and hospitality.

Many universities offer bonus points to students who
achieved a Band 5 or 6 result for the study of language in
the Higher School Certificate. Many employers offer
higher rates of pay to employees who are proficient in one
or more foreign languages. Furthermore, the study of a
foreign language can directly promote the acquisition of
‘soft skills’ such as communication and teamwork that are
in such high demand among today’s employers.

Complementary Subjects
French Continuers
English

Mathematics

Science

History

Music

Please note:

Italian Beginners has run offline in a blended format
(most periods are face-to-face, though a small number per
fortnight are online via zoom) in recent years. By selecting
ltalian Beginners, students should be prepared to attend
classes face-to-face as well as online. This will be
confirmed once the timetable has been completed in early
Term 4.

Faculty Contact
Head of faculty, Ms Katherine Wyndham
Email: kwyndham@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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LANGUAGES

Japanese Continuers

Board Developed Course

2 units for each of Year 11 and Year 12

Constraints/Prerequisites: Stage 5 Japanese 200 hour
course. Students must not have any background in
Japanese language aside from school-based learning
outside of Japan. They must not speak Japanese outside
of the class on a regular basis.

Course Description

The Japanese Continuers course builds on the already
significant level of skills that students have acquired
during their study of Japanese in Stage 5. The course is
organised around themes and associated topics, through
which students will enrich their linguistic and cultural
knowledge and be able to produce and interact with a
variety of different text types. Students will develop their
listening, speaking, reading, and viewing skills, with the
goal of being able to communicate comfortably and
confidently with Japanese speakers by the end of the Year
12 course.

Topics Covered

e Thelndividual - personal identity, past experiences,
relationships, sports and leisure activities

e Japanese-Speaking Communities - travel, daily
routine, culture, entertainment

e The Changing World - technology, environment,
prominent people and events

Particular Course Requirements

There are no major works or assignments for this course.
Rather, students will be expected to revise and memorise
vocabulary and grammatical structures on an ongoing
basis in addition to regular homework assigned by the
class teacher. Students must demonstrate sustained
diligence in the completion of homework and revision.

Please note:

Japanese has sometimes run offline (before and/or after
school and/or lunch times) in recent years. By selecting
Japanese Continuers, students may be required to attend
classes at these times. This will be confirmed once the
timetable has been completed inearly Term 4.

Course Costs
Nil

Career Relevance/Pathways/Transferable Skills
Learning a second language helps students develop skills
that will be essential to them in any further study pathway
and/or in the workplace:

Higher order cognitive, learning and social skills
Literacy skills

Analytical and problem-solving skills

Flexible thinking skills

Greater empathy and tolerance towards others

Combining the study of at least one language with study in
almost any other field broadens a student’s academic and
career opportunities. This will be of benefit in such diverse
areas as scientific research, medicine, government, media,
law, design, engineering, ICT, banking and finance,
advertising, trade, and tourism and hospitality.

Many universities offer bonus points to students who
have achieved a Band 5 or 6 result for the study of a
language in the Higher School Certificate.

Many employers offer higher rates of pay to employees
who are proficient in one or more foreign languages.
Furthermore, the study of a foreign language can directly
promote the acquisition of ‘soft skills” such as
communication and teamwork that are in such high
demand among today’s employers.

Complementary Subjects
Other languages

English

History

Economics

Geography

Mathematics

Science

Music

Faculty Contact
Head of Faculty, Ms Katherine Wyndham
Email: kwyndham@bdc.nsw.edu.au
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