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KINDERGARTEN FUNDING (KFS) POLICY

LONG DAY CARE

The Queensland Government is committed to ensuring that all kindergarten-aged children have
access to a quality early childhood education program in the year before school. To support this, the
Kindergarten Funding Scheme (KFS) was introduced in 2010. As of 2024, the updated Kindergarten
Funding Scheme replaces the Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme (QKFS), providing
enhanced support to services and helping ensure that cost is not a barrier for families accessing

kindergarten. The 2024 KFS includes provisions for up to 15 hours of free kindergarten per week for

eligible children, making quality early learning more accessible across the state.

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD (NQS)

QUALITY AREA 1: EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND PRACTICE

Approved
1.1.1 | learning
framework

communicators.

Curriculum decision-making contributes to each child’s learning and
development outcomes in relation to their identity, connection with
community, wellbeing, confidence as learners and effectiveness as

EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL REGULATIONS

73 Educational programs

74 Documenting of child assessments or evaluations for delivery of educational
program

75 Information about educational program to be kept available

76 Information about educational program to be given to parents

118 Educational leader

148 Educational leader

168 Education and care service must have policies and procedures

254 Declared approved learning frameworks

RELATED POLICIES

Child Care Subsidy (CCS) Governance Policy
Educational Program Policy

Child Safe Environment Policy

Enrolment Policy

Payment of Fees Policy

Privacy and Confidentiality Policy

Supervision Policy

Staffing Arrangements Policy
Family Communication Policy
Termination of Enrolment Policy
Transition to School Policy
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PURPOSE
Every child, regardless of their background or circumstances, deserves the best possible start in life.
Access to a quality kindergarten program in the year before school is a vital part of that foundation,

supporting each child’'s development and lifelong learning success.

From 1 January 2024, kindy is free for all Queensland families, providing 15 hours per week for 40
weeks per year. This initiative is supported through the 2024 Queensland Kindergarten Funding

Scheme (KFS), which replaces the former Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme (QKFS).

The purpose of this policy is to outline the framework for receiving and applying KFS subsidies to
deliver an approved kindergarten program. It ensures that our Service meets all legislative and
funding requirements set by both State and Federal Governments, while supporting equitable

access to early childhood education for all eligible children.

SCOPE
The policy applies to the approved provider, nominated supervisors, employees, including full-time,
part-time, permanent, fixed-term term and casual employees, and children and families

participating in the kindergarten program at the service.

IMPLEMENTATION
In practice, the Service is committed to ensuring that all reasonable steps are taken to meet the

requirements of the Kindergarten Funding Scheme; therefore, it will implement the following
measures:

Awareness - regularly raise awareness of the requirements of the Kindergarten Funding Scheme,
including the development and implementation of this Policy, and the related Fees Policy

Record keeping, monitoring, reporting - keep appropriate records, monitor, and report on
enrolments for Q-Grants

Contact - the Chief Education Officer of Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited
or the Project Officer Early Childhood to provide confidential and impartial information about the

service's relevant policies and procedures.

Kindergarten Funding Category

Kindergarten funding is provided to eligible services delivering an approved kindergarten program
to support the cost of delivering high-quality early childhood education. The objectives of this
funding are to:

e enhance educational outcomes for all kindergarten-aged children

e increase participation and regular attendance in kindergarten across Queensland
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e direct additional support to children and families who need it most
e promote inclusive practices within early childhood services
e improve affordability by reducing or eliminating out-of-pocket costs for families

e support every child to reach their full potential during their kindergarten year.

Kindergarten Funding Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for funding, service providers must meet two sets of criteria.

1. Child eligibility criteria - service providers may claim funding for eligible-age children only
2. Service-eligible criteria - service providers must meet a range of criteria, including, but not
exhaustive to, holding a current service approval, being registered as an approved kindergarten
program provider, delivering an approved kindergarten program, and employing qualified early

childhood teacher/s.

System Responsibilities

The Approved Provider acknowledges its responsibility to ensure that each service remains

compliant with the requirements of the Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme (KFS). To

maintain eligibility for KFS subsidies, the Approved Provider will ensure that each service:

e holds a current service approval under the Education and Care Services National Law
(Queensland) Act 2011

e maintains public liability insurance coverage of at least $10 million

e delivers an approved kindergarten program that meets the Queensland Government's
standards, including delivery by a qualified early childhood teacher

e implements a fee structure that ensures cost is not a barrier for families accessing the
kindergarten program, in line with the Free Kindy initiative

e meets all additional legislative and funding requirements as outlined by the Department of

Education.

Service Responsibilities

The approved provider acknowledges its responsibility to deliver an approved kindergarten
program that is responsive to the emotional, physical, social, and cognitive needs of all children. To
ensure compliance with the Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme (KFS), the Nominated

Supervisor and Responsible Person are accountable for the following:

e ensuring KFS funding is used appropriately to deliver a quality, approved kindergarten program
that meets all KFS requirements

e complying with the QGrants system guidelines and reporting obligations
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o displaying all prescribed information prominently within the Service, including the Kindergarten

Program Provider (KPP) approval certificate, funding acknowledgements, program operating
times, names, and qualifications of Early Childhood Teachers (ECTs), and the current fee
structure

e making every reasonable effort to engage a qualified ECT in the event of staff absence

e implementing and maintaining a Fee Policy that clearly outlines how Kindy Plus Support and
SEIFA Subsidies are applied to individual family fees

e taking reasonable steps to prevent duplicate claims for children enrolled in more than one
kindergarten program

e implementing an Enrolment Policy that includes clear definitions of the eligible age cohort

e  prioritising and maximising enrolments of eligible-aged children

e retaining documented proof of date of birth for all eligible children

e providing an inclusive program that ensures equitable access and participation for all children

e completing the annual Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) Census as required by the
Department of Education

e maintaining accurate records and making them available for review in the event of a

departmental audit or assurance review.

Kindy Funding Overview
Funding is provided to eligible service providers to support the delivery of an approved kindergarten
program. This funding is delivered through a range of targeted subsidies designed to improve

access, affordability, and quality of early childhood education across Queensland.

Types of Subsidies under the KFS

Base Subsidy - Provided for each eligible enrolled child in an approved 600-hour kindergarten
program. Supports improved staff entitlements, including additional pay above award rates for the

early childhood teacher and up to two diploma-qualified educators delivering the program.

Gap Fee / Free Kindy Subsidy - Covers the parent fee component for each eligible child, ensuring
access to 15 hours per week for 40 weeks (600 hours annually) at no cost to families.
Services must clearly show this subsidy on family fee statements or use the “kindy tick” and free

kindy logo.

Service Location Subsidy - Offered for each eligible child attending a service in outer regional,

remote, or very remote areas (based on ABS SA2 remoteness classification). Supports workforce
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attraction and retention in these communities. Only available to services that have opted into Free

Kindy.

Kindy Uplift - Targeted funding for eligible services identified by the Department of Education.
Supports evidence-based initiatives to improve educational outcomes and respond to children's

learning and developmental needs.

Inclusion Subsidy - Helps services deliver inclusive programs that enable participation of children
with diverse backgrounds, abilities, and additional needs. Supports inclusive practices, staffing, and

resources.

Per Capita Subsidy - Available to services not participating in Free Kindy. Helps offset the cost of
delivering a kindergarten program where families may still contribute to fees. Services receiving this

subsidy are not eligible for other supports like Kindy Uplift or Service Location Subsidy.

The Service will:

e provide timely and accurate information required for funding claims through the Q-Grants
system

e clearly inform families, at the time of enrolment, about any applicable subsidies

e ensure eligible families or children who choose to identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander are supported to indicate this on the enrolment form, as this is a key eligibility criterion
for the subsidy

e retain a current copy of the relevant concession card (e.g., Health Care Card) to confirm

eligibility, and adjust subsidy claims in accordance with the card’s expiry date.
Employee Responsibilities under the Kindergarten Funding Scheme (KFS)

All employees involved in the delivery of the approved kindergarten program must:

e be aware of their responsibilities under the Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme,
including compliance with relevant funding guidelines, reporting obligations, and service
delivery standards

e ensure their qualifications are current and meet KFS requirements, particularly those delivering
the kindergarten program, such as Early Childhood Teachers (ECTs) and diploma-qualified
educators

e participate in ongoing professional development to maintain high-quality teaching practices
aligned with the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline, Early Years Learning Framework,

and KFS expectations
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support accurate record-keeping and reporting to ensure transparency and accountability in

the use of KFS subsidies.

COMPLIANCE AND MONITORING

In accordance with its obligations under the Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme (KFS), the

Service will undertake the following compliance and monitoring activities to ensure transparency,

accountability, and continued eligibility for funding:

maintain accurate and up-to-date records of each child's enrolment status, including
attendance and eligibility documentation

maintain current and verifiable records of employee qualifications and employment conditions,
ensuring alignment with KFS staffing requirements

document all advice and information provided to families and employees regarding funding,
enrolment, and program delivery

respond promptly and cooperatively to requests from the Department of Education, including

during audits, assurance reviews, or data validation processes.

In line with the Education and Care Service National Regulations, the Service will
ensure:

copies of this policy and any related procedures are readily accessible and available for
inspection by the nominated supervisor, educators, staff members, and families at all times
notify families at least 14 days in advance of any proposed changes to a policy or procedure
that may significantly impact:

> the Service's provision of education and care to any enrolled child; or

> afamily's ability to access or utilise the Service.

Parents will be responsible for:

providing all required documentation in a timely manner at enrolment and throughout the
kindergarten year, including:

» The child’s birth certificate

» Up-to-date immunisation records

» Avalid Health Care Card or other eligible concession card (if applicable)

> Indication of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander identity (if applicable), to support

access to targeted funding

advising the Service if their child is enrolled in another approved kindergarten program, and

clarifying which service will receive the KFS subsidy for their child
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e discuss with the Service any intention to delay their child’s exit from the kindergarten program,

where applicable, to ensure alignment with funding and enrolment requirements.

INFORMATION TO BE DISPLAYED AT SERVICE

Kindergarten Program  https://earlychildhood.qgld.gov.au/grants-and-funding/kindergarten-
Statement of Fees funding/statement-of-fees-requirements

Approval certificate, kindergarten learning program operating times,
Approval Information and name and qualifications of the kindergarten teacher delivering
the kindergarten program.

To help parents recognise kindergarten programs that have been
Kindy Tick officially approved by the Queensland Government, services must
display the ‘kindy tick'.

SOURCE

Queensland Kindergarten Funding Essentials (2024) https://earlychildhood.gld.gov.au/funding-and-

support/kindergarten-funding/kindergarten-funding-essentials

QGrants System Guidelines https://earlychildhood.qgld.gov.au/funding-and-support/ggrants
Kindy Uplift Program https://earlychildhood.gld.gov.au/funding-and-support/kindergarten-

funding/kindy-uplift

Child Care Subsidy and Additional Child Care Subsidy https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/child-
care-subsidy

Early Childhood Australia Code of Ethics. (2016).

Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services
National Regulations. (2017).

Guide to the National Quality Standard.-(2020)

Revised National Quality Standard. (2018).

Education and Care Services National Law Act. (2010).

Education and Care Services National Regulations. (2011).

Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme: Funding requirements. (2020).

ISQ Early Childhood Factsheet - QKFS Funding Rates for ISQ CGB Member Kindergartens

REVIEW
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VERSION V5.06.25
» changes to the policy to reflect KFS 2024/25
MODIFICATIONS . . L
» minor formatting edits within text
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POLICY REVIEWED PREVIOUS MODIFICATIONS POLICY REVIEWED

* no major changes to policy

JUNE 2024 » minor formatting edits within text
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