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Our Vision 
Alamanda College aspires to create a challenging 
learning environment that develops young people 
with active minds and ethical spirits who will be able 
to contribute wisdom, compassion, empathy, integrity 
and leadership in the global society of which they will all 
be members.

Our Mission
Alamanda College has high expectations of all students 
and we encourage them to strive to achieve their 
greatest potential to make a positive contribution to 
a diverse and ever changing local and global society. 
We will aspire to be a school renowned as a vibrant 
community that lives the school’s motto of ‘Dare to be 
wise’, in all our thoughts and actions.

In embracing the College motto, we will develop 
creativity and innovation and encourage students to 
test the limits of their intellectual and physical capabilities 
whilst displaying their moral convictions through their 
actions.

We seek to provide a challenging education in a safe, 
supportive environment. We will strive to build positive 
relationships within a learning, caring and inclusive 
school community in order to achieve the best possible 
educational experience for each student.

Students and staff are expected to engage in the total 
life of the College and to actively pursue a range of 
learning opportunities. The ultimate aim is to develop 
personal qualities and attitudes that will enable students 
to face the challenges of the futur���������

Our Motto

Inspire. Shine.Create

Dare to be wise
Inspire. Shine. Create.

e with confidence.
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CHOOSING A SCHOOL is one 
of the most important decisions 
you will make...

Middle School (Year 7 - 9)

Alamanda College's Middle School uses the Victorian 
Curriculum to scaffold understandings and knowledge 
in all subject areas.  Using differentiation for individual 
needs, students work with teachers to set personalised 
goals, and work on tasks designed to support learning 
styles and their zone of proximal development.  With a 
focus on fostering curiosity, staff are working with 
students to build innovative and relevant programs 
across subject areas, nurturing student wonderings and 
encouraging skill development and transfer.

The framework of the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme engages teachers with 
planning that encourages units of work to be relevant,  
engaging, challenging and significant.  As the Middle 
School works together to build student voice, agency 
and leadership the curriculum and programs offered at 
Alamanda College will continue to support readying 
our students to be lifelong learners and thrive in the 
world in which they live.

MYP students:

• Acquire knowledge, understanding and skills, and
prepare for further learning

• Recognise the extent to which knowledge is
interrelated

• Learn to communicate effectively in a variety of
ways

• Develop a sense of personal and cultural identity
and a respect for themselves and for others

• Acquire insights into local and global concerns
affecting health, the community and the
environment, and develop a sense of individual
and collective responsibility and citizenship.

The key middle school learning principles that guide our 
curriculum design and development, include:

• Actively committing to an agreed approach to
literacy and numeracy teaching and learning,
which will be documented for all teachers.

• An approach to learning that will be student- 
driven.

• Students will build on their world knowledge
to support all areas of learning and enhance
academic success.

• The development of independence through
collaboration and teamwork.

•
Teachers planning collaboratively through
Professional Learning Teams to integrate key
concepts about curriculum designs for a
globalised world into current models and maps for
curriculum, instruction and assessment.

• That assists intellectual, moral, physical and
emotional development;

• That fosters enthusiasm for knowledge, creativity
and wisdom;

The middle years 
of schooling will provide a nurturing environment grounded in 

the developmental stages and needs of all adolescents.

 • Build upon their spirit of discovery to develop a
understanding and enjoyment of the process of
learning, independently and in cooperation with
others

To ensure our students are engaged with their 
schooling at this critical time, Alamanda will 
endeavor to offer a stimulating and rigorous 
academic program, incorporating a flexible 
curriculum with choice and more intensive learning 
through project-based work and electives. The 
college will investigate the MYP – Middle Years 
Programme, part of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB).

CURRICULUM

At Alamanda College we value a rich, broad and 
balanced curriculum reflecting  Victorian Curriculum 
(National Curriculum) and supported by the Middle 
Years Programme of the IBO. All students, through 
participatory learning, will develop core skills and 
make accessible humanity’s accumulated knowledge.

We value learning:

MYP students:
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• That develops individual potential to make a
valuable contribution to society as a critically
thinking global citizen.

The following statements inform our thinking at Alamanda 
College 

• Learning takes place in a supportive and
productive environment.

• Learning is individualised and personalised.
• Learning is firmly rooted and explicitly linked to the

pursuit of excellence.
• Learning is characterised by assessment and

reporting practices which are an integral part of
teaching.

• Learning is supported and enabled by Information
and Communication Technologies.

• Our community recognises that everyone has
leadership capabilities

• Learning promotes physical and mental balance
leading to personal well-being.

• Learning nurtures curiosity and creates
courageous community members.

• Learning focuses critical thinking and creativity in
approaching complex problems and
making rational decisions.

• Learning creates confidence, thoughtfulness and
independence.

• Learning promotes an understanding and
appreciation of the students’ own culture, values
other cultures and the traditions of other
individuals and seeks a range of other viewpoints.

•

We believe that learning: 
• Best takes place in a supportive classroom

environment;
• Should be relevant;
• Occurs best when outcomes and expectations

are made explicit;
• Is most effective when there is a shared

understanding between students and teachers
about the learning process;

• Is improved by reflection;
• And most importantly we believe that all

students can learn.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
in the middle years programme at 
Alamanda

In 2014 the College commenced implementation of 
the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program 
(IB MYP). The rich, broad, balanced nature of this 
program makes it consistent with the College's aims.

This program is designed to teach students to 
become independent learners, who can recognise 
relationships between school subjects and the world 
outside, who can adapt to new situations and 
combine relevant knowledge, practical and social 
intelligence to solve authentic problems alone or in 
groups. 

IB LEARNER PROFILE: 
The IB Learner Profile is the IB mission statement 
translated into a set of learning outcomes for the 21st 
century. The Learner Profile provides a long-term vision 
of education. It is a set of ideals that can inspire, 
motivate and focus the work of schools and 
teachers, uniting them in a common purpose. IB 
learners strive to be: 

INQUIRERS
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire 

the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research 
and show independence in learning. They actively 

enjoy learning and this love of learning will be 
sustained throughout their lives.

OPEN-MINDED
They understand and appreciate their own 

cultures and personal histories, and are open to 
the perspectives, values and traditions of other 

individuals and communities. They are accustomed 
to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, 

and are willing to grow from the experience.

Deep Learning in Action:

One of our most exciting findings has been the joyful optimism of 
Alamanda students and staff who experienced a renewed energy, passion 
and liberation. - Lyn Jobson



KNOWLEDGEABLE
They explore concepts, ideas and issues that 

have local and global significance. In so 
doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and 
develop understanding across a broad and 

balanced range of disciplines.

PRINCIPLED
They act with integrity and honesty,

 with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups 
and communities. They take responsibility for 

their own actions and the consequences that 
accompany them.

BALANCED
They understand the importance 

of intellectual, physical and emotional 
balance to achieve personal well-being 

for themselves and others.

REFLECTIVE
They give thoughtful consideration to their own 

learning and experience. They are able to assess 
and understand their strengths and limitations 
in order to support their learning and personal 

development.
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RISK-TAKERS 
They approach unfamiliar situations and 

uncertainty with courage and forethought, and 
have the independence of spirit to explore new 
roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and 

articulate in defending their beliefs.

THINKERS
They exercise initiative in applying thinking 

skills critically and creatively to recognise and 
approach complex problems, and make 

reasoned, ethical decisions.

CARING
They show empathy, compassion and respect 
towards the needs and feelings of others. They 

have a personal commitment to service, and act 
to make a positive difference to the lives of others 

and to the environment.

The MYP program at Alamanda College focuses 
on students developing skills that have relevance 
across the curriculum and help them “learn how 
to learn”.

COMMUNICATORS
They understand and express ideas and 
information confidently and creatively in 

more than one language and in a variety of 
modes of communication. They work 

effectively and willingly in collaboration with 
others.
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ARTS

The photography program allow student to 
develop technical skills, including manual 
camera functions.

Students have the opportunity to extend their 
performance skills in extra-curricular 
activities, such as the annual school 
production.

Students also use a range of programs and 
equipment to take, alter, combine and 
enhance their images.     

Students perform around the school for 
their peers, staff and parents on a regular 
basis.

Our student artwork is regularly displayed 
and celebrated around the school, 
celebrating their passions, success and hard 
work.

Student artwork in progress, exploring 
perspectives and social media

A range of mediums are used in Visual Arts.

A range of instruments are 
explored throughout the music 
program.

Students collaborate in Music classes 
to create a range of bands and musical 
groups.



DESIGN

Students have access to industry standard 
equipment, allowing them to create high 
quality pieces, such as their F1 in Schools 
vehicles .

Year 7 Textiles students designing and 
producing pin-cushions to develop a range 
of new technical skills.

Jewellery students explore the properties 
and histories of precious metals, to better 
select their metals and craft their pieces.

Students choose woods based on their 
properties when designing and building 
pieces, such as this chessboard made of 
Jarrah and Victorian Ash, which 
emphasised the natural beauty of both 
timbers.

Food Technology students present their 
cooking and plating skills at Fine Dining 
events, showcasing their learning from 
across the year.

Wood Technology students build their skillset 
over their time at Alamanda College to build 
quality pieces, employing a range of 
techniques to create their finished products.

Students plan, design and construct a 
range of meals, building on skills and 
knowledge of ingredients and techniques 
in the Food Technology classroom.

Students showcase their work at 
Exhibitions, visited by the school 
community.

Student designed and created jewellery 
pieces .



LIFE AT 
ALAMANDA 

COLLEGE

Camps and Tours are led by student voice 
and action - students exploring the Great 
Barrier Reef to learn about the impacts of 
coral bleaching.

Photography students explore Victoria at 
both our local parks, and in Wilson's 
Promontory National Park.

Ski and snow tours allow students to 
experience the Victorian countryside in 
winter-time, and learn some new skills on 
the slopes.

Teams learning from experts at the F1 before 
participating in National F1 in Schools 
competitions.

Year 9 students exploring our local 
sights at You Yangs National Park after 
completing the summit climb.

Students participate in house based swimming 
carnivals, as well as local district competitions 
throughout the year.

Food Technology students exploring the 
Queen Victoria Market.

Our F1 in Schools teams have been very 
successful at both a state and national level, 
through the designing, building and 
promotional phases of their F1 creations.

Students have the opportunity to 
participate in Sailing lessons at Wyndham 
Harbour in Werribee South.
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LIFE AT 
ALAMANDA 
COLLEGE ... 
continued

Year 9 Elective students exploring the Top 
Design exhibition.

Participating in Cross Country to qualify 
for local competitions, and earn house 
points.

Students showcase their learning to each 
other at assemblies and in class, to the 
community through open evenings, and 
their families during student-led 
conferences.

Collaborative learning is encouraged in all 
year levels, with spaces dedicated for 
students to work in groups on goals and in 
similar interests or personal wonderings.

Shopping at the Queen Victoria Market 
for student led cultural based dishes.

Visiting the Museum of Chinese Australian 
History in Melbourne.

The Alamanda Badminton team 
participating, and winning local 
sporting competitions.

Students are supported to participate in 
local Public Speaking competitions, 
such as WynSpeak.

Cafe Dare allows students to receive 
industry training in hospitality, in both 
the front and back of house, serving our 
staff, students and local community in 
a real world cafe setting.



 S 

The MYP program at Alamanda College focuses on 
students developing skills that have relevance across 
the curriculum and help them “learn how to learn”. 
Students learn approaches to learning (ATL) skills  
through the rich learning experiences embedded 
across all disciplines as well as through the Pastoral  

Approaches to learning (ATL) in the MYP 

Global competence includes the aquisition of in-depth knowledge
 and understanding of global and intercultural issues, the ability 

to learn from and live with people from diverse backgrounds 
and the attitudes and values necessary 

to interact respectfully with others.

Care program. Teachers plan for and students engage 
with them in connection with significant and relevant 
content knowledge in order to develop transferable 
understanding. Students improve with practice and 
develop ATL skills progressively and these provide solid 
foundation for learning independently and with others.  
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Communication I Communication
Social II Collaboration
Self Management

Research VI Information Literacy
VII Media Literacy

Thinking VIII Critical Thinking 
IX Creativity and Innovation
X Transfer

This dual focus (content and process) promotes student 
engagement, deep understanding, transfer of skills and 
academic success. 

Over time, students should develop clear and 
sophisticated understandings of how they learn best 
and how they can evaluate the effectiveness of their 
learning. This kind of self-regulated (independent and 
autonomous) learning helps students: 

ATL skills help to prepare students 
for responsible participation in local 
and global communities. 

The following is an excerpt from The MYP: Principles to
Practice, p.20-21, 97
“ The focus of approaches to learning in the MYP is
on helping students to develop the self-knowledge
and skills they need to enjoy a lifetime of learning. ATL
skills empower students to succeed in meeting the
challenging objectives of MYP subject groups and
prepare them for further success in rigorous academic
programmes like the IB Diploma Programme and the IB
Career Related Certificate. Ultimately, ATL skills help to
prepare students for responsible participation in local
and global communities.
In the MYP, ATL encompasses both general and
discipline-specific skills. Many ATL skills are applicable to
all MYP subject groups; these general ‘tools for learning’
can be tailored to meet the specific needs of students
and schools. In order to develop ATL skills that facilitate
effective and efficient learning, students need models,
clear expectations, developmental benchmarks (or
targets), and multiple opportunities to practice. While
ATL are not formally assessed in the MYP, they 
contribute
to students’ achievement in all subject groups. Teachers
should provide students with regular, specific feedback
on the development of ATL skills through learning
engagements and that provide formative assessment.
Every MYP unit identifies approaches to learning skills
that students will develop through their inquiry and
demonstrate in the unit’s summative assessment.
The most effective way to develop approaches
to learning is through ongoing, process-focused
disciplinary and interdisciplinary teaching and learning.
Teachers can use key and related concepts along
with global contexts as vehicles for teaching effective
learning strategies. Likewise, approaches to learning
can be powerful tools for exploring significant content.

• reflect purposefully on their learning
  (metacognition)

• understand the diversity of human learning
   needs

• evaluate and provide evidence of their
  learning

• meet MYP subject group aims and objectives

• share responsibility for creating productive,
   cooperative and safe learning environments

• develop the confidence to try new strategies
   and explore new concepts and contexts for
   learning

• prepare for further study and responsible
  participation in local and global communities.

III Organisation
IV Affective
V Reflection
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Alamanda intends to offer the following subjects to be 
taken as electives:

• Design and Technology subjects, including
Wood Technology, Food Technology, Digital
Technology, and Jewellery

• Art subjects, including Visual Arts, Photography,
Drama, and Music

• Physical Education (including Personal
Development)

• LOTE (Chinese - Mandarin)
• Psychology
• Legal Studies

Some of the key questions to be answered by students 
with respect to ATL skills include: 

• What are my present skills in this area and what
evidence do I have of my development?

• What skills can I improve?
• What new skills can I learn?

The following subjects are currently on offer at Alamanda 
College.

“A concept-based curriculum that uses ATL skills 
effectively enables all students to become stronger, 

more self-regulated learners.”

“We see more and more students 
from both advantaged and challenged 
circumstances flourishing—equity and excellence 
are feeding on each other.” - Fullan, Quinn, & McEachen, 2017

Subject

English 5
Mathematics
Science
Humanities
Health & PE
Electives

House / Curiosity at 
Alamanda Program

2023 Hours per week

5
3
3
3
4 (2 subjects in 2 
hour blocks

1

Year 7 students are offered a rotation of Arts and Design 
subjects throughout the year as a 'taster program'.  Year 
8 and 9 students participate in subject areas they 
select, in a semester-long rotation.

When specific ATL skills become an explicit focus for
teaching and learning, students can begin to take
responsibility for their own development. Over time,
students can identify themselves and their competence
in any learning strategy using terms like these:

• Novice/ beginning – students are introduced
to the skill and can watch others performing it
(observation)

• Learner/ developing – students copy others 
who use the skill and use the skill with 
scaffolding and guidance (emulation)

• Practitioner/ using – students employ the skill
confidently and effectively (demonstration)

• Expert/ sharing – students can show others
how to use the skill and accurately assess how
effectively the skill is used (self-regulation).
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contact details:
If you have any questions or would like to know more about Alamanda College, 
please contact us on (03) 8376 5200 or visit us at www.alamandacollege.vic.edu.au 
for further information and updates.

School Address: 
86-100 Alamanda Boulevard POINT COOK 3030
Postal Address
PO Box 6606 POINT COOK 3030
School email:
alamanda.k9@education.vic.gov.au

School community and leadership opportunities are 
offered to all students who wish to participate. A range 
of roles span across the Year Levels, such as School 
Captains and House Leaders. These leaders liaise with 
both Homeroom representatives and staff to ensure 
student voice and agency is genuinely heard and 
realised in all areas of the school. 

Students across the Middle Years are also recognised 
for their personal achievements both inside and 
outside of school, with regular awards presented at 
weekly assemblies for community, sporting, academic 
and arts achievements.

EVEREST PROGRAM
The Alamanda Everest program is an accelerated 
academic course that builds on and beyond the core 
program of each year level, strengthening and 
deepening knowledge and skills in all subject areas. As 
within all classes across the College, students are 
challenged to select and accomplish individual goals, 
and encouraged to explore personal wonderings and 
passions - students receive instruction that meets and 
exceeds their individual learning levels, however the 
Everest program often moves faster and further than 
that of our mainstream classes, and is designed to 
support the needs of a specifically highly able 
academic learners. Students for the program are 
identified through an optional EduTest, and students 
are offered positions in the class towards the end of the 
year.

BUILDING OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

HOMEROOM
At Alamanda College, our homeroom program is a 
core part of the Middle Years structure.  The homeroom 
program supports students to feel settled 
and connected to their classmates and teachers.  
After a morning homeroom session where teachers 
check in with their class and 
distribute daily organisational information, students 
study with their homeroom peers in all core 
subjects, and then are organised with their House 
groups for their electives rotation in Year 7, or with 
their subject choices for electives in Years 8 and 9. 
Homeroom teachers play an active role in 
supporting students emotional wellbeing, and 
academic needs throughout the year, and are key 
contacts for parents and carers in all aspects of life 
in the Middle Years.

HOUSE PROGRAM
Students at Alamanda College belong to one of four 
houses: Wood (Blue), Hollows (Orange), Teo (Green) 
and Clark (Purple). These four Houses are named after 
significant Australians who contributed to impacting 
the health of all Australians, and people around the 
world. The houses were selected chosen by the first 
Year 6 cohort of Alamanda College. Throughout the 
year, the Houses compete for points through athletics, 
swimming, sporting and cultural activities. Students can 
also gain points for their House by participating in the 
wide variety of co-curricular programs offered by the 
school. 

The wellbeing of students is catered for through the 
House system. Each House values the achievement of 
individual and collective excellence, and has a team 
of staff responsible for the social, emotional, intellectual 
and physical development of the students. The House 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Students leaders play a key role within the Middle 
School community and leadership opportunities are 
offered to all students who wish to participate. A range 
of roles span across the Year Levels, such as School 
Captains and House Leaders. These leaders liaise with 
both Homeroom representatives and staff to ensure 
student voice and agency is genuinely heard and 
realised in all areas of the school. 

Students across the Middle Years are also recognised 
for their personal achievements both inside and outside 
of school, with regular awards presented at weekly 
assemblies for community, sporting, academic and arts 
achievements.

EVEREST PROGRAM
The Alamanda Everest program is an accelerated 
academic course that builds on and beyond the core 
program of each year level, strengthening and 
deepening knowledge and skills in all subject areas. As 
within all classes across the College, students are 
challenged to select and accomplish individual goals, 
and encouraged to explore personal wonderings and 
passions - students receive instruction that meets and 
exceeds their individual learning levels, however the 
Everest program often moves faster and further than 
that of our mainstream classes, and is designed to 
support the needs of a specifically highly able 
academic learners. Students for the program are 
identified through an optional EduTest, and students are 
offered positions in the class towards the end of the 
year.

system also encourages collaboration between 
timetable grids and year levels, across the Middle 
School, fostering a sense of connectedness and unity 
between students and teachers. 




