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Purpose
The purpose of this document is to detail the procedures and programs in the Early, Middle and Upper years 
of primary school that target teaching, intervention and learning.

Intervention takes place through the use of assessments, teacher identification, reports, parent information, 
and screening from outside providers.

Early Intervention
A program of early intervention takes into consideration all of the learning domains. Students who are not 
meeting expected learning outcomes in the areas of cognitive, social, emotional or physical development 
will be offered support in the form of a variety of programs and procedures. Identifying and providing timely 
and effective support during the early stages of development is important to enabling students to achieve 
their potential. There are opportunities for students who are in the middle and upper years of primary 
school to be involved in support programs to enhance and develop learning in the developmental domains. 
Intervention is also provided for students who require targeted teaching in the area of enrichment, extension 
and acceleration. All forms of intervention take place firstly in the classroom. Withdrawal does take place, 
however it is the learning that takes place daily in the classroom with the teacher expertise that is most 
beneficial to the student.

At Aquinas College Junior School, we are committed to providing opportunities that aim to foster the gifts 
and talents of all students so that they are, and continue to become, successful learners, confident and 
creative individuals, and active and informed citizens (Melbourne Dec, 2008). At Aquinas College Junior 
School this takes place after early and ongoing identification of all students.

Targeted teaching occurs in the following ways;
•	 Predominately in regular year level and specialist classrooms. Teachers use assessment data (existing/

on file, observational, standardised, diagnostic, topic/concept/content) to make judgments about 
how best to target teaching and learning for each student. Class and specialist teachers aim to 
cater for all students, using support, enrichment, extension and acceleration where necessary and 
appropriate. These are embedded into the learning programs teachers provide in all subject areas.

•	 Small group in class support, using learning support teacher or educational assistants to scaffold 
learning in the classroom, either through support or extension programs.

•	 Small group instruction (support, extension and enrichment), used when students have been 
identified as needing extra, explicit support in one or more learning area, in or outside of the 
classroom, to work towards achieving outcomes expected for the year level or to extend and 
enrich learning.
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Early Years Intervention (K-3)

Screening Tools Year Staff When

AGAT (ACER General Ability 
Tests)

2 Teacher Term 1

Burt Decoding 1-3 Teacher Term 1

Cars and Stars Level placement 
test 
(reading comprehension)

PP-3 Teacher Term 1

Child Health Nurse Screens K Govt Health Dept Term 1

Diagnostic Writing and Oral 
Language Sample  
-Talk 4 Writing Cold task

K-3 Teacher Term 1 and Term 3

Math Assessment Interview 1-3 Teacher Term 1

Mini/ Multi Lit Assessment 1 (2-3 if required) Support Teacher Term 3/4

On Entry Assessments / 
Concepts of Print (OLI-On Line 
Interviews)

PP (and 1 if required) Teacher Term 1

PAT Math 1-3 Teacher Term 3/4

PAT Reading 1-3 Teacher Term 3/4

PLD Pre Literacy and Early 
Literacy Screens

K-3 Teacher Terms 1-4

School Psychologist Report As required
Consult with EYLC prior 
to School Psychologist

As required

Speech and OT Screens K Outside Providers Term 2/3

Spelling Mastery Placement Test 1-3 Teacher Term 1
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Kindergarten - Year 3

Procedures and Programs

AGAT
The ACER General Ability Tests (AGAT) is a series of tests designed to assist teachers of students aged seven 
to sixteen years (approximately Year 2 to Year 10) in their assessment of students’ general reasoning ability.

There are nine AGAT tests that have been developed especially for use in schools. Each of the tests assesses 
students’ reasoning skills in three areas:

•	 Verbal

•	 Numerical

•	 Abstract (visual)

Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)
Five key areas of development are assessed in the AEDC: physical health and well-being, social competence, 
emotional maturity, language and cognitive skills, and communication skills and general knowledge. A School 
Profile reports against these five areas and shows the numbers of children developmentally on track, at risk 
and vulnerable. This census occurs nationally every three years. This assessment helps to identify trends in 
child development at every school. 

Child Health Nurse Screens
All Kindergarten student’s health and development is assessed by a Community Child Health Nurse. Any 
recommendations are passed on to the class teacher and parents.

Burt Decoding
Word decoding assessment. Provides a reading decoding age - gives no information about comprehension 
ability.

Cars and Stars
Is a structured reading program that diagnoses student comprehension and then guides teachers to instruct 
to the level of each student’s ability.

Enrichment and/ or Extension K-2
Students identified as requiring extension in learning will be extended and accelerated through in class 
opportunities or may work with a Support Teacher. Class and support teachers work together to cater for 
students who have been identified as needing extension or enrichment.
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Junior School extra-curricular Club opportunities are provided by staff before and after school. These provide 
opportunities for students with particular interests and/or talents. Some include Altar serving, Peer Support, 
Lego Robotics, Art, Languages, Podcasting, Cooking, Service, Dance, STEM, Gardening, Nature Play, Music 
Ensembles, Choirs, Chess, Running, Homework.

Students who have a psychologist report identifying them as gifted will be provided with further 
opportunities for enrichment and placed on an IEP. Some after school Challenge clubs will target specific 
students on an invitation basis where the club members will prepare to enter a range of external and internal 
competitions. Some include ICAS Mathematics, ICAS English, Australian Mathematics Competition, Speak Up 
Challenge, Writing competitions.

Mini-Lit / Multi-Lit 
Identification of students is ascertained in collaboration with class teachers, assessments, and previous 
screenings. A Mini-Lit trained teacher works with identified students four days per week. The aim is to 
improve reading skills and concepts through targeted and researched intervention.

Children in Year One are assessed using Burt reading test to ascertain their involvement in this intervention 
program. The Burt reading assessment consists of 110 words that are presented in an increasing order of 
difficulty. It is individually administered and untimed. Once completed the child is given a reading age norm 
referenced against a standardized score.

Occupational and Speech Therapy 
An outside provider screens students in Terms 2 and 3 of Kindergarten and recommends intervention if 
required. It is the decision of the parent, under the recommendation of the provider and/or teacher to seek 
further support in either of these areas. In some instances, providers may utilise the facilities of the College or 
parents may choose to use a therapist of their own choice.

On Entry Assessment (OLI)
On-entry assessment program is an assessment for learning, rather than an assessment of learning. Literacy 
and Numeracy concepts are assessed using a combination of 1:1 testing and teacher observation. The main 
purpose is to inform planning and delivery of targeted and intentional learning programs. It occurs during 
weeks 4-7 of Term one in the Pre-Primary year. For those students who display limited understanding or 
minimal progress, a reassessment may occur in Term 4 or Term 1 of Year 1. This decision is made between the 
Early Years Learning Coordinator, Head of the Junior School and participating staff.
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PAT Maths 4th Edition
Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics provide information about the level of achievement of students 
from Year 1 to Year 10. The tests assess students’ skill and understanding in multiple-choice format in the six 
strands of:

•	 Number

•	 Algebra

•	 Geometry

•	 Measurement

•	 Statistics

•	 Probability

The assessments also address the mathematical processes of understanding, fluency, problem solving and 
reasoning. The skills assessed by each question are mapped against the Australian National Curriculum for 
Mathematics.

PAT-R Comprehension
Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading assess students’ reading comprehension skills. Comprehension 
assesses retrieving directly stated information, interpreting explicit information, interpreting implied 
information and reflecting on texts in multiple-choice format. These skills reflect comprehension skills 
described in the Australian National Curriculum for English.

PLD Pre Literacy and Early Literacy Screens
Each class has a scope and sequence of literacy development that addresses oral language, phonological 
awareness, comprehension and writing. Pre literacy and early literacy screening tools are used to assess 
student developmental needs and understanding of key concepts that have been taught. If proficiency is not 
met in these areas of literacy, a small group intervention occurs.

Students identified as requiring extra teaching of the identified concept are given further opportunity in small 
group re-teaching, over three short sessions of a few minutes per day. Parents may be given support materials 
to practise at home.

Social Skills K-3
Teachers or parents may identify students who are not meeting expected milestones in social and emotional 
learning. The School Psychologist facilitates small group intervention with identified boys weekly and may be 
involved in classroom intervention and support. Parents may be given strategies to incorporate at home.

PALS - Playing and Learning to Socialise and Friendly Schools. PALS are used with all students K-3. 
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Character Education
All students from year 1-6 are involved in the Aussie Optimism program. Social and emotional needs are 
discussed and planned for as part of a holistic approach to learning and development. 

Each class from PP-6 is given further instruction in Character Education. Character education is integrated 
throughout the teaching and learning program and supplement the Aussie Optimism and Health programs in 
the school. The Head of the Junior School in consultation with the classroom teacher structures programs to 
target the specific social and emotional needs of the class group at that time. 

1, 2, 3 Magic and Emotion Coaching
The program and techniques used aim to result in a consistent approach to help children develop more self-
control and to respond more flexibly to frustration and upsets. The program draws from attachment theory 
(how relationships can influence behaviour) and social- learning theory (how children can be taught by those 
around them about how to self-regulate). Talk Less Listen More methods-based learning is simple, effective 
and easy to apply in an early years setting. (Behaviour Tonics)

Spelling Mastery
A program that employs the direct instruction method. Spelling is approached through strategies, patterns 
and rules. A combination of phonemic, morphemic, and whole-word instruction is taught.
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Years 4-6

Intervention Years 4-6

Screening Tools Year Staff When

PAT Spelling Test 4-6 Teacher Term 1

AGAT (ACER General 
Ability Tests)

4 Teacher Term 1

Burt Word Reading Test 4-6 Teacher Term 1

Cars and Stars Level 
placement test (reading 
comprehension)

4-6 Teacher Term 1

Fountas & Pinnell 
Benchmark Assessments

As Required
Learning Support 

Teacher
Term 1

Informal Prose Inventory 4-6 Teacher Term 1 and Term 3

Mathematics Facts Test 4-6 Teacher Term 1

Maths Assessment 
Interview

As Required
Learning Support 

Teacher
As required

Multi-Lit Placement Test As Required
Learning Support 

Teacher
Term 1

NAPLAN Yr 3 and Yr 5 Teacher Term 1

PAT-Maths Test 4-6 Teacher Term 1 or 4

PAT-Reading Test 4-6 Teacher Term 1 or 4

Reading Acadience Test 4-6 Teacher Terms 1, 2 and 4

School Psychologist 
Reports

As Required School Psychologist As required

Spelling Mastery 
Placement Test

4-6 Teacher Term 1

WARP As Required Teacher As Required

Procedures and Programs

PAT Spelling Test
Measures levels of achievement in spelling. Provides a student stanine and percentile rank.

AGAT
The ACER General Ability Tests (AGAT) is a series of tests designed to assist teachers of students aged seven 
to sixteen years (approximately Year 2 to Year 10) in their assessment of students’ general reasoning ability.

There are nine AGAT tests that have been developed especially for use in schools. Each of the tests assesses 
students’ reasoning skills in three areas:

•	 Verbal

•	 Numerical

•	 Abstract (visual)



8

Targeted Teaching Differentiation and Intervention Procedures

January 2023

Years 4-6

Burt Word Reading Decoding

Word decoding test. Provides a reading decoding age - gives no information about comprehension ability.

Cars and Stars Reading Comprehension
Is a structured reading program that diagnoses student comprehension and then guides teachers to instruct 
to the level of each student’s ability.

Dyslexia Speld Foundation Extended Phonic Code Readers
Identification of students is ascertained in collaboration with class teachers, assessments, and previous 
screenings. A Learning Support Teacher works with identified students three to four times per week for 20 
minutes a day. The aim is to improve decoding skills and reading fluency through targeted and researched 

intervention.

Enrichment and/ or extension 3-6
Students identified as requiring extension in learning are regularly extended through in class work and may 
work with a Support Teacher. Class and support teachers work together to cater for students who have been 
identified as needing extension or enrichment.

Junior School extra-curricular Club opportunities are provided by staff before and after school. These provide 
opportunities for students with particular interests and/or talents. Some include Altar serving, Peer Support, 
Lego Robotics, Art, Languages, Podcasting, Cooking, Service, Dance, STEM, Gardening, Nature Play, Music 
Ensembles, Choirs,  Chess, Running and Homework.

Students who have a psychologist report identifying them as gifted will be provided with further 
opportunities for enrichment and placed on an IEP. Some after school Challenge clubs will target specific 
students on an invitation basis where the club members will prepare to enter a range of external and internal 
competitions. Some include CAT (Computational & Algorithmic Thinking), ICAS Mathematics, ICAS English, 
Australian Mathematics Competition, Speak Up Challenge, Solar Car Challenge, Writing competitions, Have 
Sum Fun Face to Face and Online.

Informal Prose Inventory
Reading fluency and comprehension assessment. Provides data to analyse reading miscues, ability to retell, and 
comprehension skills.
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Years 4-6

Literacy Support
Students who have been identified as not meeting expected outcomes in literacy through screenings are 
placed into a small group for extra support.

Weekly sessions are conducted with students to explicitly review comprehension and spelling strategies that 
students are currently learning in the classroom. A literacy support teacher is used for this intervention.

Mathematics Assessment Interview
The interview consists of appropriate hands-on assessment and written tasks where students demonstrate 
mathematical understanding and preferred strategies for solving increasingly complex tasks.

Mathematics Facts

80 number fact questions using the four operations. Provides information about student ability to recall 
number facts.

Math Mastery
In Year 4 and 5, students participate in a direct-instruction program called Math Mastery, which instils fluency 
and automaticity in fundamental maths skills. This program consists of scripted lessons which are implemented 
for 15-20 minutes three times per week. Each Math Mastery lesson builds on the knowledge gained in the 
previous lesson allowing students to consolidate their knowledge.

Math Mastery allows teachers to identify precisely where students are experiencing difficulty. Students are 
then given immediate, corrective feedback. A student may be identified as requiring additional intervention by 
a support teacher if adequate progress is not achieved.

Multi-Lit (Years 4-6)
Identification of students is ascertained in collaboration with class teachers, assessments, and previous 
screenings. A Learning Support Teacher works with identified boys three to four times per week for 20 
minutes a day. The aim is to improve decoding skills and reading fluency through targeted and researched 
intervention.

National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
Student data from years 3 and 5 is used to inform individual teaching and learning programs for students.
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PAT Maths 4th Edition
Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics provide information about the level of achievement of students 
from Year 1 to Year 10. The tests assess students’ skill and understanding in multiple-choice format in the six 
strands of:

•	 Number

•	 Algebra

•	 Geometry

•	 Measurement

•	 Statistics

•	 Probability

The assessments also address the mathematical processes of understanding, fluency, problem solving and 
reasoning. The skills assessed by each question are mapped against the Australian National Curriculum for 
Mathematics.

PAT-R Comprehension
Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading assess students’ reading comprehension skills. Comprehension 
assesses retrieving directly stated information, interpreting explicit information, interpreting implied 
information and reflecting on texts in multiple-choice format. These skills reflect comprehension skills 
described in the Australian National Curriculum for English.

Repeated Reading
Repeated reading is a strategy that improves reading rate and accuracy. Teachers can share this strategy with 
parents to use at home and it can be implemented at school by a classroom or learning support teacher.

Small Group Mathematics Support
Each class has a scope and sequence of mathematics development that addresses a range of mathematics 
concepts. The PAT-Math Test and Mathematics Facts Test are used to assess student’s developmental 
needs and understanding of key concepts that have been taught. If proficiency is not met in these areas of 
mathematics, a small group intervention occurs.

Students identified as requiring extra teaching of identified concepts are given further opportunity in small 
group re-teaching in one session per week. Parents may be given support materials to practise at home.

Spelling Mastery
A program that employs the direct instruction method. Spelling is approached through strategies, patterns 
and rules. A combination of phonemic, morphemic, and whole-word instruction is taught.

Transition Support
Prior to new students commencing, learning support staff work with the enrolments administrator to review 
students with additional learning needs. As required, learning support staff will contact student’s parents and 
current classroom teachers to gain a better understanding of a student’s learning needs. This facilitates a 
smooth transition in to the school.
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Monitoring Reporting and Recording on Student Progress

Record Keeping
Teachers are responsible for ensuring all screens are uploaded to SEQTA. All parent correspondence is to 
be added to SEQTA as part of record keeping. It is recommended keeping hard copies of student learning 
in files to be passed on annually. Included in these files are reading records, literacy screens and assessments. 
Each year staff are expected to access this information at the handover time of their class.

Students who have specific or identified learning needs may require an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 
boys who are in the identified programs may require a Curriculum Adjustment Plan (CAP). These reports are 
reviewed each term with parents and teachers present.

Years K-6 Digital Learning Log
Following each small group or individual support session, learning support staff are required to log student 
progress into the Aquinas Digital Learning Log. This feedback is then immediately sent to classroom teachers 
for review. This allows a continuous flow of information between support staff and classroom teachers.

Reporting to Parents and Students
All intervention procedures will be monitored by teaching staff. Student progress will be recorded and 
reported on as part of the teaching, learning and assessment cycle. Parents and students will be regularly 
informed of student progress through parent, student and teacher interview.

Social and Emotional Learning

Character Education
All students from year 1-6 are involved in the Aussie Optimism program. Social and emotional needs are 
discussed and planned for as part of a holistic approach to learning and development. 

Each class from PP-6 is given further instruction in Character Education. Character education is integrated 
throughout the teaching and learning program and supplement the Aussie Optimism and Health programs in 
the school. The Head of the Junior School in consultation with the classroom teacher structures programs to 
target the specific social and emotional needs of the class group at that time. 

1, 2, 3 Magic and Emotion Coaching
The program and techniques used aim to result in a consistent approach to help children develop more self-
control and to respond more flexibly to frustration and upsets. The program draws from attachment theory 
(how relationships can influence behaviour) and social- learning theory (how children can be taught by those 
around them about how to self-regulate). Talk Less Listen More methods-based learning is simple, effective 
and easy to apply in an early years setting. (Behaviour Tonics)


