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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Our hopes of returning to a relatively normal Term 3
were dashed during the break when it became apparent
that new coronavirus outbreaks were being identified
and more restrictions were going to be imposed by the
State Government to help regain control. As you now
know, the result is that VCE/VCAL students returned to
face to face learning last Tuesday and Years 7 to 10
will recommence their learning in an online mode at
home from Monday.

Each request for onsite supervision must be sighted by
the Principal and once permission is granted, an email
outlining protocols will be sent to you.

The latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) and
schools is available on the Catholic Education Melbourne
website: www.cem.edu.au/Coronavirus.aspx. If you
would like health information from the Department of
Health and Human services, you can visit www.dhhs.
vic.gov.au/coronavirus. I repeat below some of the key
The return to school for senior students this week has messages for your information.
gone very smoothly and I want to thank the students,
staff and parents for their cooperation as we introduced Sickness
additional protocols such as COVID-19 certification If you, your child or a family member in your home
and daily temperature checks. The students have been develop symptoms of a fever, chills or sweats,
asked to take additional personal responsibility for cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose,
good hygiene practices and to endeavour to maintain or loss of smell or taste, you should get tested at a
social distancing where this is possible. They return coronavirus (COVID-19) testing facility and stay home.
to their studies with greater clarity as to the revised This remains our greatest front line form of protection
dates and formats for exams at the end of the year and against infection coming into our community. Should
the knowledge that these milestones will be upon us symptoms occur at school, our College Nurses will
make an assessment, isolate the student if required
before we know it.
and contact you to collect your child.
Students in Years 7 to 10 return to their learning from
home in an online mode and we have learnt much from Coronavirus Reactive Closure
the experience earlier in the year. We are looking to At the time of writing, Aquinas College has had
strike the right balance between videoconferencing no confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19). If a
(these appear on the student timetable as “online”) and member of the school community (staff or student) has
asynchronous work that the student can undertake tested positive for COVID-19, the school may be closed,
at their own pace. More detail about our for 24 hours initially, to allow time for staff from the
Continuing Learning Plan can be found Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
in the Phase 4 infographics (Year 10 or to carry out contact tracing (to identify any staff and
Years 7-9).
students who have been in contact with the confirmed
Should you be an essential worker
who is required to attend work, or
a parent whose child has learning
needs and requires support and your
preference is to have your child
supervised onsite for their Continuing
Learning Plan, please email Maddy
Kalla at registrar@aquinas.vic.edu.au.
We require this information at least 48
hours prior to them needing supervision
to ensure that we have adequate
resources available.
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case) and take necessary steps to contain and slow the
spread of COVID-19 in the community.
The decision to close a school will be made on the
recommendation of the DHHS. Once this occurs, the
DHHS will inform the Catholic Education Commission
of Victoria Ltd (CECV) and the local diocesan education
office, which will work with the school to implement
the closure.

Social Distancing
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee
(AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue density rule’ of no
more than one person per four square metres is not
appropriate or practical in classrooms or corridors,
nor is maintaining 1.5 metres between students
during classroom activities. Therefore, the previously
established ratio of 10 students per class is no longer
required in schools.
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However, where possible, we are emphasising the importance of
maintaining social distancing, especially in relation to staff, offices,
and recreation areas. We are also not having large gatherings, like
assemblies, during Phase 4 these will continue in an online mode.

Good Hygiene
We are increasing our normal levels of cleaning and including an
additional scheduled cycle of cleaning of the main contact services
during the day. We are encouraging students to follow the protocols
of handwashing, especially before and after break times.

Parent Access to the Site
Parents and visitors have restricted access to College grounds.
Parents are asked to remain in their cars during drop off or pick up
times. Any necessary contact with staff needs to be made by phone
or email until further notice.

EISM Interschool Sport
Interschool sport will not resume until further advice from health
officials indicates that restrictions on the mixing of students between
schools have been lifted and we receive the go ahead from CECV and
EISM. This will be at least until the end of the current level of restrictions
on August 19. The Athletics Carnival has been cancelled for this year
and Cross-Country postponed until Term 4. There is still a hope that
some EISM sport may be possible when restrictions are lifted.
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Enrolment for Year 7 2022
A reminder to all College families that enrolment for Year 7 2022 is
now open and will close on October 9th 2020. Please do not presume
that we know of younger siblings. In the past some families have
been disappointed when they realise they have missed a deadline.
Siblings will always receive priority status for enrolment as long as
we are aware of them. The online application is available here and
all details and documents can be uploaded through this form. To
view our College Prospectus click here. In light of the restrictions,
please consider attending our Virtual Open Day (link below) for
those who wish to find out more about the College.

Cancellation of Events
We continue to assess the viability of a number of the key extra
curricular activities normally available to students and, regrettably, are
having to cancel events that are either not permissible under current
restrictions, or require a large financial commitment from parents/
guardians to reserve. Each year level will be updated on changes to
the calendar for the remainder of the year over coming days.
Darren Atkinson
Principal
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LEARNING @ AQUINAS

I
Mr Michael Box
Deputy Principal

share both your disappointment and apprehension at the news that our students in Years 7 to 10 are returning
to remote learning. Disappointment that they will miss out at least five weeks of great social interaction and
the opportunity to learn in the presence of others, and apprehension that for many students this experience
will change their perspective on what it means to learn and how enjoyable it is. Our experience from last
time has told us a number of things, connection with the class and the teacher is important, a variety of
learning experiences can really help students especially if some of those experiences are offline, organic or
collaborative and routine can both structure and restrict students.
Our return to remote learning will have the following features:
•

Students in Years 7-9 will have the roll marked at the start of every day at 9am in the normal homeroom
session. This will be a quick procedure but it will ensure that everyone is up and at ‘em when the school
day begins. If a student is marked absent from Homeroom that will trigger the usual absence processes
where parents are informed.

•

Students in Years 7-9, in most cases, will have half of their lessons as video conferences (VC). The online
classes are indicated on the SIMON timetable. In these sessions they will interact with their teacher and
their classmates. It is a chance for students to ask questions, invite clarification, seek help. They will
be given time to complete work. For teachers the VCs are a chance to do what we do in class, check if
students understand, interact and build relationships with the class, and reinforce domain knowledge.
Many of these things are very hard to do when students are remote so often teachers create short written
tasks that enable them, to use a metaphor that has become a reality, to take the temperature of the room.
Keeping up with the small tasks is how the student tells the teacher that he or she is learning.

•

Students in every year level might be commencing the semester with a new teacher, who might do things
differently from the previous teacher. Using the interactive times to get a clear perspective on what a
teacher expects and what the learning will be like is important in the first few weeks of class.

•

Year 10 students will also have half their lessons as VCs. This is a departure from Term 2 where we met
in the doubles. Instead we will meet five times in a two week cycle. All class times are on SIMON. The
sessions will be shorter but more often. This will give students and teachers more of a routine, with more
time to get work completed independently.

•

The rolls for Year 10 will be marked in the same way as Term 2, Mentor on Mondays and Fridays and a
Google form on the remaining days.

•

The expectations for students remain the same, dedication and commitment is required, students should
be appropriately attired, aware of their backgrounds, mindful of being safe online and cameras should be
on at all times

There are resources that students will need to collect to learn from home, text books, homework books and
subject specific resources. Times have been set aside for students to come in and do this, as outlined in Mr
Atkinson’s letter to the community on Wednesday this week. It is important that students read through this list
as there are additional resources for art and technology that will improve the learning experience in these areas.
In our Continuing Learning Plan infographic to students for Years 7-9 and for Year 10, we have emphasised the
importance of communication by students with teachers and others who can support their learning. I extend
this to our parents, if there is anything we can do to improve the learning experience for your children, please
contact the staff members most closely connected to your child, the Subject Teacher, the Homeroom Teacher
and the Year Level Leader.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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A NEW SEMESTER, A NEW START

T

he new semester has started with some uncertainty, and each day, our political and health leaders continue
to reassess what is best practice when meeting the challenges that COVID-19 present to our local and
extended communities. In recent weeks, our city has been shocked by the need to target specific areas where
pandemic outbreaks emerged, and the uncertainty has led to conflict and confusion. Our College is fortunate
to have the vision, flexibility and resources to continue to maintain Child Safety and Learning as underpinning
values enhancing wellness and growth.

Dr Napoleon Rodezno
Deputy Principal

This semester has started with its challenges, but this also presents to us a reminder that we are fortunate to
have the ability to continue to learn and make the most of the opportunities that emerge from the experience.
I implore you to maintain involvement in the academic and wellbeing life of your child; the lockdown and remote
learning will provide some limitations as well as great opportunities to make the most of the challenges we
face, with students in a better position than they were in March to learn online. Our VCE and VCAL students continue
to learn in a face to face mode, allowing the students to physically have access to their teachers and resources.
Since hearing of the State Government’s decision to reintroduce a lockdown to address what is feared as a
possible second wave of the pandemic, staff at the College have worked industriously to ensure the provision
of quality education is not compromised. It is essential however, that students engage and make use of their
learning context. As parents, I urge you to read the information contained in all correspondence over the
last week, and what is provided to you in this publication. Please ensure that you go through the information
with your child and that you monitor his/her participation. Please be mindful of the requirements for online
learning, particularly those concerned with child safety.
Leading staff members have implemented strategies to address the needs of students according to their year
levels. The previous lockdown provided us with much data to consider better practice to monitor and assist
students. For Years 7 to 10 students, please ensure to read the infographics containing relevant information
for the particular year level in order to understand the requirements set out for their full participation in
their designated programs. If you require any assistance, please contact the respective Subject Teacher, or for
general support, the Homeroom Teacher or Mentor. Additionally, you may approach the respective Year Level
Leader or Team Leader.
In reflecting on Term 2, one can conclude that success was experienced by students who were able to maintain
good motivation. In fact, it can also be considered that the success was not just an outcome of that motivation
but rather the student’s discipline. Motivation tends to last for as long as the goal is relevant and important,
yet discipline extends beyond that. Discipline is what maintains the desire to do what is required, even when
the motivation dissolves. How can discipline be instilled in teenagers? Through guidance and support, with rich
experiences to form understanding, and by developing a strong sense of belonging.

Continued over page...
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A NEW SEMESTER, A NEW START
I suggest that as your child recommences his/her online learning experience, or continues to partake in their VCE/VCAL program, that you
consider assisting them in exploring the following:
• Guide your child to develop the motivation that will lead to strong discipline. The new start to the term provides a new
context to recharge and start a new journey.
• Discuss the need to develop good discipline in life, it is an essential skill to have.
• Read the Semester 1 Report together and develop short term and long term goals. Contact relevant teachers if unsure
of anything.
• Assist your child with his/her organisation, inclusive of the provision of a good learning environment. Help them to
organise their learning based on their timetable if at home.
• Make the best use of all resources, have devices charged up, have required books and workbooks ready and put the
phone away while learning.
• Ensure that your child has enough sleep and downtime.
• Keep an eye on his/her wellbeing.
• Communicate with relevant staff at the College to assist in the process.
There is no doubt that the current climate also poses threats to the general wellbeing of all members of the community. There are many
places where support is available for you and your child, both at school as well as externally. Counselling is available through the Youth and
Family Centre at the College. If you require assistance, please contact the YFC (yfc@aquinas.vic.edu.au). If you seek other general support,
this website may offer some guidance for consideration of methods to assist your child https://raisingchildren.net.au.
Finally, please ensure that you maintain good health and seek assistance if needed. Students can explore the College Wellness Hub for
support. Please feel free to contact me at rodeznone@aquinas.vic.edu.au should you have any questions.

eBOOK OF THE WEEK
Are You Watching?

Written by Vincent Ralph
A page-turning new Young Adult thriller for the social media age, perfect for fans of A Good
Girl’s Guide to Murder and One Of Us Is Lying.
Ten years ago, Jess’s mother was murdered by the Magpie Man. She was the first of his victims
but not the last. Now Jess is the star of a YouTube reality series and she’s using it to catch the
killer once and for all.
The whole world is watching her every move.
And so is the Magpie Man.
Click on the link below or use the Wheelers ePlatform app to access the Aquinas eBook
collection
https://aquinas.wheelers.co/

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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SCRIPTURALLY SPEAKING
A New Semester

Tania Grace
Assistant Principal Mission

At the start of this week, as a part of Monday morning
prayer for staff, I played a video clip of Pope Francis
talking about school and the importance of students
experiencing Catholic education. He initially spoke of
his first teacher, who instilled in him a love of school.
Pope Francis also discussed the importance of families
and teachers working together to ensure the students
could gain the most from their education. He used the
African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child” to
emphasise his point.

what you feel and do. To listen to what you think and
do. To do well what you think and do”.
In light of these thoughts I would like to share a
quote from St Teresa of Avilai:

“Christ has no body now, but yours. No hands, no feet
on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which
he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet
with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands
through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the
hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his
A beautiful emphasis on a Catholic education, Pope
body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”
Francis said that they teach students three languages
that a mature person needs to know; the language of During these coming weeks may we work together, in
the mind, the heart and the hands. These languages harmony and continue Jesus’ work in our community.
work in harmony together. In other words, “To think of

MUSIC NOTES

Jared Campbell
Music Programs
Coordinator

The Music Department would like to welcome back all
music students to Term 3, although Term 3 it is not as
we had hoped with the postponement of ensembles
starting back up due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Ensemble directors are busily working on alternatives
to keep students engaged and focused on developing
their performance skills and these include upcoming
recording projects, online performances and other
exciting collaborative opportunities. Music directors
will be contacting students in the coming weeks with
updates.

There are three quotes included below that I feel
sum up music for our students at Aquinas and I hope
all families in our community stay safe and healthy
during these challenging times.

On a positive note the progress of many of the
music students over the last online learning mode
really demonstrated the talents and dedication all
Aquinas Music students have and how they utilised
their practice time at home. There are a lot of online
learning experiences teachers are preparing to assist
the continued growth of our young musicians.

“Music is the tool to express life – and all that makes a
difference.”
Herbie Hancock

The Music Department has moved back to online
individual and small group lessons for instrumental
and voice students in Years 7-10 over the first 5 weeks
with Year 11 and 12 students participating in face to
face lessons onsite. Permission from the last online
learning will be rolled over.

THE LIGHTHOUSE

“Music is powerful. As people listen to it, they can be
affected. They respond.”
Ray Charles
“Music is your own experience, your thoughts, your
wisdom. If you don’t live it, it won’t come out of your horn.”
Charlie Parker

I would like to reassure families that instrumental
teachers are available via email should your students
have any questions or concerns during the next few
weeks. Music is an excellent stress buster so I would
encourage all our music students to keep playing for themselves, their families and those around them.
What better way to cheer up a relative than a mini
recital via zoom or another online platform.
In the meantime, please enjoy a recording of our
Senior Concert Band playing The Avengers theme,
with each instrument played and recorded remotely.
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SENIOR YEARS REPORT

T
Meredith Greenwood
Head Senior Years

he message for our Year 11 and 12 students who
this week have returned to face to face learning is
that we all need to make the most of this opportunity.
Obviously there is other important information that
they also need to receive about hygiene and hand
washing, social distancing, maintaining good health
and being respectful.

via the O’Driscoll room for their temperature check
and that they did so calmly and with so little fuss
demonstrated that the students had comprehended
that gravity. Mentor classes began with a streamed
address by the relevant year level leaders although the
agreed themes were consistent across all three years.
It was vital that all students heard the same message
about our expectations for behaviour, courtesy and
To ensure that all students plus the considerable learning but that the script was tailored for each
number of Year 10 students who are also back on specific audience. They are adults so we assume they
campus understand the seriousness of the situation, will act accordingly.
we organised the following: As soon as it was
apparent that VCE, VET and VCAL students would The final activity before subject lessons resumed
be returning to the campus, a letter was emailed to was the completion of an online module on COVID
each year level outlining the practices to which we all Infection control - following the recommendation of
needed to adhere. The tone of that letter was carefully the VCAL team who were required to complete it last
wrought; it needed to be positive but also forceful term. Again, through exposing everyone to the same
and instructive. That all students understood that on information we are hoping that we can continue on
Tuesday morning they needed to enter the College site as safely and constructively as we possibly can.

MIDDLE YEARS REPORT

A
Rachel Crawley
Head Middle Years

cross the week various communications have
been received by families regarding practises and
procedures. Please ensure you are familiar with the
attachment referenced in Mr Atkinson’s email 15th
July, which is also linked here, regarding the collection
of materials from school. This includes the materials
in your child’s locker and the additional materials
which are supplied by Learning Areas required to
engage in remote learning.
This period of remote learning will operate very
similarly, particularly the online classes, the digital
platforms in use and access to school supports.
A few adaptations to improve experiences will be
Homeroom every day. Having an online Homeroom
every morning aligns more closely to the regular
experience of school and will provide a greater
opportunity for students to maintain connections and
seek assistance. Homeroom teachers look forward to
seeing each student up and ready and starting the day
as usual, saying hello before heading on to class.
Being a new semester, every student will have new
teachers. Knowing our students and likewise for
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students, knowing their teachers, is important for
strong relationships in the classroom. This is one
reason that we ask students to ensure cameras are
switched on.
Together we enter into this learning period with
greater wisdom. Staff have spent the week ensuring
more regulation of learning tasks to improve the
spread of workload. Both staff and students have
a better understanding regarding the operation of
digital platforms. Students begin the semester up to
date with all work. We cannot change our situation
of remote learning but we can hope that our past
experiences lead us forward to a successful and
rewarding term.
Every person will experience this period with their
own interpretation, their own fears and hopes. We
understand that knowing what to expect can be an
advantage or can generate some self-doubt. And
again we will be walking alongside every student and
their families to share the challenges, celebrate the
successes and continually work together to address
needs.
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WELLBEING MATTERS
Certainty in Uncertain Times
“We cannot direct the wind, but we can adjust the sails.”
Thomas S. Monson

Cheryl Kane
Child Safety &
Wellbeing Coordinator

As cliché as it might sound, the winds of change arrived
more like a tornado rather than a welcome breeze this
year! We have all experienced a steep learning curve
but this also has enabled us to achieve in new ways. A
global pandemic has highlighted (albeit abruptly) the
realisation that we can influence our environment but
not necessarily control it. The ability to pivot, adjust
and remain flexible is an important skill not only to
survive but thrive in contemporary times.
Maintaining desirable health and wellbeing has been
challenging, however it is vital we recognise we have
choice and a degree of control, just not over all things.
Feeling in control is important to many, feeling pretty
out of control is also a normal, healthy and an expected
response to current events. The good news is we can
shift our focus to things we can control and recognise
this won’t last forever.
An array of publications, social media posts, apps and
websites offer advice on ways to go forward and trust
in hope. Find a new normal, new hope and optimism
and fold this into our daily lives. If only it was that
simple! Over the past few years the team at Aquinas
has worked with students exploring the notion of
growth and fixed mindsets, encouraging students
to embrace the uncertainty and unlock the potential
of ‘not yet’. A movement away from the limitations
of safe, fixed and predictable thinking can open new
doors and possibilities.

The presence of COVID 19 offers us opportunity to
explore the potential of living in a state of flux. Flux
can be defined as an ability to thrive admits constant
change. Traditionally a state of flux was viewed as
undesirable and to be avoided. Ironically a state of
flux enables us to become stronger, more resilient and
creative alerting us to new ways of being.
We shouldn’t understate the challenge nor the impact
recent experiences may have had, however focusing on
things beyond our control and fixing our thoughts is
neither productive nor healthy. Accepting a degree of
uncertainty can in turn promote health and wellbeing
and present new opportunity for the future.
In tough times self-care is essential, a hopeful spirit
and optimistic outlook may not resolve current
challenge but it does make things a little easier to
navigate. To support the health and wellbeing of our
college community in addition to our YFC resources,
a collection of materials can be found for students
on the Continuous Learning school link, Child Safety
and Wellbeing link and for parents on the Aquinas
Child Safety and wellbeing blog accessed via PAM (see
below).
Students are encouraged to explore all facets of their
education and school life with a calm and curious mind.
In keeping with this line of thinking, what we see in the
world will depend on the lens we choose to apply.

Have you visited our
Child Safety & Wellbeing Blog?
A great source of information for parents about a range of
relevant issues which may be on your mind.
Regularly updated with current information.
Check it out here
Use your PAM login to access

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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OUR STUDENTS’ VOICE

YEAR 9 LEADERS REFLECTION ON ISOLATION
“During isolation I learnt that I could cope well in my own company.
I found it easy to keep on track and complete all of the work I was
given. I also confirmed that I am good at organising my work and my
workspace on my own. I realised during isolation how much myself
and others rely on and appreciate the emotional support and social
interactions from within the community. I appreciated the extra time
and flexibility with working that I had during isolation and it allowed
me to begin learning the ukulele.”
Jackson Boundy
“Something I learnt about myself was that when the school day was
more lenient, I managed to finish and complete the work I was given,
as I could complete it in my own time. During remote learning I learned
how hard that it can be to not have friends around to talk to, and it
makes me feel grateful that I am able to see my friends at school now.”
Nick Gray
“A typical day in isolation for me involved a bit of a sleep in and then
getting ready for school. I worked through the school day, following my
timetable and contacting my teachers when I needed to. I made sure
to have healthy breaks and not get distracted. After school I would do
lots of exercise and spend time with my family and staying connected
with friends”.
Cassie Wynne
“It was also inspiring to see how the community held together and
supported each other when big events like conventions and parades
were cancelled. It’s great to know that we can handle negative
experiences as a community just by relying on empathy and the human
instinct to support each other in any way we can during stressful times.”
Shaelee Donohue
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“Something I learnt about myself during this time is that I enjoy sticking
to a routine and that I need to keep myself productive throughout the
day. This became more and more difficult as time went on as there were
fewer people to talk to. Although I really appreciated the time I got to
spend with my family and I loved the time I got to spend working on
hobbies such as playing the guitar and kicking the footy.”
Leila Hedderwick
“Isolation was a very unique time in all our lives. Personally I enjoyed the
first couple of weeks or two. Gradually I became tiresome of the bland
routine. Nothing seemed to be serving a purpose and I struggled to find
motivation. I learnt that I am a better person when I am continuously
doing something. Something social, yet educational and/or fulfilling.”
Ava Campbell

“During isolation I went for walks and runs often as it was a way for
me to stay fit and exercise, this is something I want to continue doing
after quarantine. Something I appreciate about isolation is that I was
able to spend more time with my family and be less stressed out about
school work, as I was able to complete it efficiently, to give myself more
leisure time.”
Emily Crachi
“I started appreciating how much my friends made school better. I
missed all of them over the time of isolation and was so happy to see
all of them at school again. I appreciate how much the teachers really
help us at school and when we have trouble they help. I am grateful
that I can now see friends freely and be able to see people daily, not
just my family.”
Thomas Scutt
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LEARNING AREA: LOTE

BE EXCITED AND EMBRACE A NEW LANGUAGE

W

e have landed in France. I am with nine scared students in a
country where the hustle and bustle of the city is completely
overwhelming. Had we arrived in another foreign country the
feeling would have been the same. So how do I help students
manage in a country when they haven’t fully grasped the language
and when they feel overcome by the language barrier - whether it
be in the country or in front of a native speaker?

•

Put in the effort!
Being surrounded by native speakers in their environment
is so intimidating, but the more you allow yourself to be
immersed and receptive, the more development will occur.
Quite simply, the more you speak, the better you will become,
not to mention the confidence you will gain.

•

Give it time!
You don’t become a world class bowler or even a good driver
without practice - so give yourself adequate time to learn,
to practice, and show persistence. Hearing the language in
person (as opposed to watching something online or listening
to a podcast) is a great opportunity to absorb the accent,
mannerisms and facial cues. And picking up on nuances is
such a bonus!

•

Be kind to yourself!
It’s okay (albeit a little embarrassing) if you answered “yes”
to the question of “What ingredients are you allergic to?”, but
hopefully when you have mastered more of the language you
will be able to laugh at your mistakes.

•

Be informed!
It’s a great idea to read up beforehand on the country to show
you respect and appreciate local customs and traditions.

•

Keep a list of phrases!
This will add to the authenticity of your language output.

How do they turn fear and the “I just don’t understand” into “Oh, I
see!”?
Here are some great tips (for when we are able to travel again):
•

Be excited!
Open your eyes, perk up your ears and embrace what is
different.

•

Don’t be shy and give it a go!
It doesn’t matter how correct or incorrect you are, it’s about
making yourself understood. My family and I were in hysterics
when our exchange student who was trying a dim sim for the
first time said, “What is the fabric?” He was referring to the
outer layer of the dim sim. We all knew what he was talking
about, and we taught him a new phrase “What is the outside
wrapping made of?”

•

Never underestimate the usefulness of hand gestures and
make sure they are culturally appropriate!
Imagine driving here in Melbourne without the use of hand
gestures to express your road rage? Another example, the
L sign on the forehead isn’t very complementary in English,
yet in Chinese it is the number 8 and very important in
bargaining.
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There is always something to gain, no matter where you are or
how well you speak. Prepare and practice now and you’ll be ready
for the future travel and exploration opportunities.
Nathalie Walshe
LOTE Learning Area Leader
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TINNIES FOR VINNIES

OUR GENEROUS COMMUNITY

I

n the final two weeks of Term 2, Aquinas students and their families, as well as staff generously donated non-perishable items for our
annual ‘Tinnies for Vinnies’ appeal. These donations will be distributed in our local community by St Vincent de Paul Society volunteers
as part of their own ‘Winter Appeal’.
As a community, we collected a total of 376 items - a great total in the space of two weeks and against the backdrop of the economic
pressures of Covid-19. A huge thank you to everyone who was able to donate to this important collection. Such donations are needed now
more than ever. A big thank you too to the wonderful Vinnies volunteers who are working tirelessly to support those in need out in the
community.
Marita Stretch
Pastoral Minister

EISM SWIMMING

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MEDAL WINNERS

T

his year the EISM were unable to have the Champions Carnival
for the swimming due to COVID restrictions. It was decided that
the results from all three divisional carnivals would be combined
and the top three times for all events would receive the medallions
that are normally awarded placegetters at the Champions Carnival

BRONZE MEDAL: U13 Boys 50m Freestyle - Oscar Dubois

Unfortunately, given the restrictions, Aquinas College was unable
to have an assembly to award the students the medallions and the
medallions were handed to the individual students at the end of
last term.

		
		

U13 Girls Freestyle Relay team - Alyssa Martin,
Gabby Linton, Hayley Laukens, Setia Jurriens

		

U14 Girls 50m Breaststroke - Chloe Chambers

		

U14 Boys 50m Breaststroke - Ivan Tato-Guo

		

U15 Girls 50m Backstroke - Teagen Barden

		

U16 Girls 50m Backstroke - Grace Higgins

		

U16 Girls 50m Breaststroke - Grace Higgins

Congratulations to the following students

		
		

U16 Girls Freestyle Relay team - Grace Higgins,
Juliet Postill, Phoebe Dent, Vanessa Linton

GOLD MEDAL:
		

U15 Girls Medley Relay team - Teagen Barden,
Caitlin Sultana, Kate Laukens, Lexie Quinn

		
		

U16 Girls Medley Relay team - Grace Higgins, 		
Juliet Postill, Phoebe Dent, Vanessa Linton

SILVER MEDAL:

U13 Boys 50m Breaststroke - Oscar Dubois

		

U15 Boys 50m Breaststroke - Josh Nester

		
		

U14 boys Freestyle Relay team - Ivan Tato-Guo, 		
Noah Chivers, Sebastian Varela-Torres, Will Clemow

		
		

U15 girls Freestyle Relay team - Teagen Barden,
Caitlin Sultana, Kate Laukens, Lexie Quinn
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Bernie Brummell
Sports Coordinator
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YEAR 8 MATHS PROBABILITY CARNIVAL
INVESTIGATING CHANCE THROUGH GAMES

T

he Year 8 probability carnival involves students designing
and building a carnival game to investigate chance. Students
then collect, represent and analyse the data. Students started this
project during Phase 3 of our Continuing Learning Plan and were
able to share their games and findings upon our return to school.
Erin Cumming
Middle Years Mathematics Coordinator
“Doing the maths carnival I learnt about probability trees and how one
thing can change the effect of another. I enjoyed making our game and
also playing it”.
Billy Baynes
“This term in maths we had a probability carnival. I was working with a
partner and we created a lucky envelope game. We got to go around the
class and try everyone’s games. There was a whole range of different
games including cup pong games and shooting games. Once we had
collected our results we had to create a histogram and reflect on our
games strengths and weaknesses. Overall it was a very fun experience.”
Natasha Ladd
“I thought the maths probability carnival was fun. I enjoyed playing
other people’s games and seeing how hard it was to win. It was great
to see everyone engaging in the games and putting effort into creating
them. It was an entertaining experience and our class had a good time.”
Connor Haughie

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION
REFLECTIONS FROM YEAR 7 & 8

D

uring Term 2 online learning for Years 7 and 8 VISCOM students involved completing
a series of design exercises. In response students were engaged and inspired to be
creative away from the classroom. They often presented wonderful levels of creativity
based upon their individual way of thinking and learning. The following quotes expressed
by a number of students further reiterates this creative passion associated with VISCOM
education. Have a groovy day.
Dennis Sartory
Teacher

“Learning VISCOM from home was challenging
for everyone in different ways but it gave us
all an opportunity to let our minds take a
break from everything and create something
unique.”
Maddie Payne, Year 7
“One thing I liked about online VISCOM was
that we could do a design task whenever we
pleased within a two week period and could
take our time to finish it without rushing.”
Georgia Phillips, Year 7
“I found VISCOM really enjoyable with on line
home learning because of the variety of tasks
we had the opportunity to do.”
Sebastian Farrell, Year 7
“VISCOM Online learning was different but it
was a good experience because I was able to
learn in a different way.”
Jack Aston, Year 7
“I wish I could do VISCOM for the whole year
instead of half.”
Isabella Finta, Year 7
“Isolation has put a geometric spin on the
way I work in my creative mindset.”
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Abbey Robinson

Aaron Moffitt

Jack Georges

Olivia Gough

Fynn Stanford

Sebastian Richards

Mikaela De Vries, Year 8

Ayanna Patel
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CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL
MACKILLOP WERE VICTORIOUS
Congratulations to all the students who ran
in the Cross Country carnival at the end of
last term. It was a cold and muddy day, but
it was wonderful to see so many students
supporting their team and fellow students.
The final results for the carnival were:
MACKILLOP
1545 points
DOMINIC
1152 points
RICE 		
1150 points
Well done to Mackillop!
Bernie Brummell
Sports Coordinator
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Uniting urgently needs short and long term foster carers
They are seeking foster carers for 0-18 year olds, who are open to providing emergency, respite, short or long
term care in the Eastern Suburbs.
A Foster Care Program will provide you training and advice, and you will receive a Carers Allowance to help
meet basic costs of the young person in your care.
Click here for more information
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