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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This week has seen our focus shift towards planning
for the successful return of students and staff to
school over the coming weeks. Much of the work is in
the good hygiene and social distancing protocols that
we know will help ameliorate some of the risk as we
return to face to face learning. It is understandable
that there will be mixed emotions about the return.
Some will be excited, others relieved, and some might
be quite anxious. Most will have combinations of all
the above.

Social Distancing
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee
(AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue density rule’ of no more
than one person per four square metres is not appropriate
or practical in classrooms or corridors, nor is maintaining
1.5 metres between students during classroom activities.
Therefore, the previously established ratio of 10 students
per class is no longer required in schools.
However, where possible, we are going to emphasise
the importance of maintaining social distancing,
especially in relation to staff, offices, and recreation
areas. We will also not be having large gatherings, like
assemblies, during Phase 3 and these will continue in
an online mode.

We intend to help make the transition back smoother
by ensuring there are clear guidelines about the
appropriate protocols for the next few weeks that
we will continue to review. I repeat below some of
the key messages for your information. More detail
about our Continuing Learning Plan can be found in
Good Hygiene
the Learning@Aquinas section of this edition of The
Lighthouse.
We will be increasing our normal levels of cleaning and
including an additional scheduled cycle of cleaning
Phase 3 - the Return to School stage
of the main contact services during the day. We will
be encouraging students to follow the protocols of
Monday, May 25 - Staff return - no online classes
handwashing, especially before and after break times.
Tuesday, May 26 - Senior Secondary students (Years 11 Our bubbler taps will be turned off and students will
and 12 VCAL and VCE) and all students in specialist need to bring a drink bottle instead. The canteen
schools (such as St Mary’s). Year 10 VCEReady and will be open, but with strict queuing protocols we
VETReady will also attend for their classes only.
encourage students to consider bringing lunch from
home.
Tuesday, June 9 - all levels return

Sickness
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell,
they must not attend school. If
they are showing the symptoms of
COVID-19, they should also remain
home until symptoms abate, or a test
confirms that they are safe to return.
If in doubt, they should remain home
and seek medical advice. Should
symptoms occur at school, our College
Nurses will make an assessment, isolate
the student if required and contact you
to collect your child.
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Online Learning
Once a year level has returned, all students will be
expected to attend school as normal. This means if
you choose to keep your child/children home after
their year level has returned to onsite schooling, we
can no longer support their learning from home. This
does not apply to children who need to be absent for
health or medical reasons. For those families, please
contact the College so we can make an appropriate
plan.

Parent Access to the Site
Parents and visitors will have restricted access to
College grounds. Parents are asked to remain in their
cars during drop off or pick up times. Any necessary
contact with staff needs to be made by phone or email
until further notice. School buildings will open just
prior to classes commencing (8.20am) and will close at
the end of the last period for the day (3.30pm). We ask
that students, where possible, arrive for school just
before their first scheduled class and leave promptly
after their last class.
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Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.
We look forward to welcoming students back to the classroom.

College Assembly
Thank you to all of those who helped us to stream a College
Assembly for the first time earlier today. It was great to see our
student leaders conduct the assembly with such confidence and
our performers getting the opportunity to share their great talents
again. Many individuals worked together so that this event could
proceed under the direction of Mrs Meredith Greenwood. I hope
that you had an opportunity to share in this celebration of our
community.

Enrolment for Year 7 2022
A reminder to all College families that enrolment for Year 7 2022
is now open and will close on August 21st 2020. Please do not
presume that we know of younger siblings and, in the past, some
families have been disappointed when they realise they have missed
a deadline. Siblings will always receive priority status for enrolment
as long as we are aware of them. The online application is available
here and all details and documents can be uploaded through this
form. To view our College Prospectus click here.
Darren Atkinson
Principal

Tuition Fees
A reminder to contact the Finance Office (fees@aquinas.vic.edu.
au) or 9259 3001 should you need tuition fee relief. We appreciate
that this may be an uncomfortable conversation for you and we will
deal with each family on a case by case basis and with sensitivity
and confidentiality. Our knowledge of your financial situation
will also assist the College Board with its own budgeting as we
endeavour to manage our own cash flow in these uncertain times.
I recommend that you stay abreast of the financial support being
offered by government here: https://www.australia.gov.au/#_
financial_support

COLLEGE CALENDAR
SUNDAY
24 May

MONDAY
25 May
Curriculum Day - no
Continuing Learning
lessons

31 May

1 June

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

26 May
Virtual: The Long Walk
Return to School: Years
11 and 12 VCAL and
VCE; St Mary’s; Year 10
VCEReady and VETReady
will also attend for their
classes only.

27 May

28 May

29 May

30 May

2 June

3 June

4 June

5 June

6 June

10 June

11 June

12 June

13 June

17 June

18 June

19 June

20 June

Yr 10 Immunisations
(see notice in Lighthouse)

7 June

14 June
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8 June

9 June

Queen’s Birthday public
Holiday

Return to School: All other
students and year levels

15 June

16 June
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LEARNING @ AQUINAS

A

s we look forward to students returning to learn on site, with the Years 11 and 12 coming back on Tuesday
26th May, I thought the best piece of Learning @ Aquinas information I could provide are our infographics
for Students and Parents on Phase 3 - Return to School.

Mr Michael Box
Deputy Principal

SCRIPTURALLY SPEAKING
Family Week

Tania Grace
Assistant Principal Mission

In many ways it is appropriate to celebrate family week
after spending so much time within close proximity of
some family, yet isolated from many other members.
There are many examples within the scriptures
in regards to family and how we treat each other.
Hebrews 13 Begins with: “Keep on loving one another
as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality
to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown
hospitality to angels without knowing it.” How and who
we see as family can vary. One of the organisations
we support each year is Catholic Care. They have
many roles including family counselling, ministering
in prisons, helping refugees, to name a few. This year
Catholic Care had the theme of “Building Connections
in the Spirit of Hope.” In the many resources they share
with us there was a story about one of their members:
Angels at our Table
In the dining room at the St Mary of the Cross Centre
in Fitzroy, a group of people have gathered for lunch.
Above the dining table is a wooden plaque that
reads “Be kind to strangers ~ for they may be angels
in disguise” – a fitting sentiment for today’s guest of
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honour. Since 2004, Colleen Liddell has volunteered
to cook the weekly lunch for people living with HIV/
AIDS, but today we are celebrating Colleen’s 90th
birthday, so it will be up to others to prepare and
serve lunch for a change. It is hard to believe that this
tiny nonagenarian has been actively volunteering in
the program for 15 years. Every week,
Colleen decides on the menu and shops for
ingredients, lovingly preparing the two-course
meal at home before transporting the food to the
venue. While people living with HIV/AIDS continue
to experience stigma, discrimination and social
isolation, the Monday lunch is a place where they are
welcomed and can feel a sense of belonging. Colleen
has embraced the community, not with judgment but
with an open heart, acknowledging the dignity of
each individual. While Colleen’s cooking feeds their
hunger, her warm and caring personality is a balm
for their soul.
Here is a link to Family Home prayer resource you my
like to use. Family week home prayer
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GETTING READY & APPRECIATING THE MOMENT

O
Dr Napoleon Rodezno
Deputy Principal

n Monday March 16, the Victorian Government declared an “unprecedented” state of emergency, and
this changed our lives considerably. Two months later, and our political leaders have started to lessen
restrictions in order to re-establish some normality to our way of life. Despite predicting that as restrictions
will be altered in the months to come, life is unlikely to be the same as it was six months ago any time soon.
However, the reopening of schools does bring a sense of hope that at the very least, school life will return with
the opportunities for students to resume their studies and continue to work into achieving the best they can
with their education in a more familiar context.
For me, appreciating the moment is so much easier today than perhaps it was 6 months ago, and this is a
positive realisation. We have been forced to stop and appreciate the lives we have; and this is a reason as to
why we have responded as a society in the way we have. In 2007, Joshua Bell, a Canadian who is also one of
the best concert violinists in the world played for free, for 45 minutes, using a violin worth 3.5 million dollars
at a subway station in Washington DC. Over a thousand people passed by Bell, and only seven stopped to listen
to him play, including a 3-year old boy, and only one person recognised him. Only three days earlier, he had
played for thousands of people who had paid considerable sums of money for their tickets. You can see the
Youtube clip of the experiment.
This experiment, which was conducted by the Washington Post, led me to reflect that at times, we are so
concerned with what the future holds, or the immediate thing that we assume is most important at that point
in time, that we may miss the beautiful gifts of the moments we ignore. People walked past him and ignored
the beautiful sounds because they may have been late to catch the train or needed to get to a meeting. I
encourage you to stop and reflect, and in doing so, appreciate the prospects of not tomorrow but those that
may appear in front of you right now. Perhaps it is time to enjoy a chat with your child or loved ones about the
journey, the gifts and how far you have come under the current circumstances. Perhaps this will assist your
child in their return to the College. Undoubtedly, your child’s return to education at the College is crucial.

Former US president Barack Obama, when addressing the graduating class of 2020 in a recent video conference
for students who come from adversity and despair, yet have managed to excel in their studies and succeed with
the support of the Obama Foundation, mentioned some key points that are relevant for us all as we attempt
to return to “normality” in our now momentarily partitioned global community. He stated to the students
that “if the world is going to get better, it is going to be up to them to make it happen”. He then said, “that this
realisation may be kind of intimidating, but he hoped it is also inspiring”. He proceeded to say that we live in a
world of uncertainty, and that this is challenging, yet we also know that the “old ways” don’t work, and that
this is an opportunity for us all to lead for real change. Indeed our students are the future and this may be their
opportunity. His speech can be seen here.
In quoting Barack Obama, I ask that you assure your child that in their return to school, they must not be afraid,
they must be prepared to do what they think is right and they must help to build, as members of a community
concerned with their wellbeing and safety above all, a world that is safe and provides the scope to learn. As a
school, we aim to ensure that all our students feel welcome, and they will have the opportunity to share their
stories and share the responsibility of supporting one another as they return to study in a familiar context.
It is important to note that being away from peers and their teachers can also bring difficulties for your child
as he/she returns to school. If you would like counselling to be offered to your child, please email directly at
yfc@aquinas.vic.edu.au or make the request through your child’s Team Leader/Year Level Leader. This link also
offers great support in assisting you with the back to school transition:
If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please share them at rodeznone@aquinas.vic.edu.au Thank
you for the many comments shared following my last publication. They are truly appreciated.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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UPDATE ON OUR STAFF

I

am pleased to be contributing to my first Lighthouse for 2020 and to give you some updates regarding the
Aquinas College staff. Teaching and non-teaching staff have been very busy supporting students and parents
during our Continuing Learning arrangements. It has definitely been a learning curve on all fronts, and I would
like to commend the staff on their dedication and flexibility to ensure students’ needs are met.

Staff wellbeing has been paramount during this term. Not only are they working from home, they are also
juggling their own home and family responsibilities. Staff have been participating in the following wellbeing
Gina Goss
Assistant Principal - activities:
Staff
- Online Morning Tea
- Staff Trivia Quiz
- Friday Photos
- Staff Video
I’m sure you would agree that we all needed our Wellness Day on Friday May 8th. It was a great opportunity for
staff (and students) to switch off, relax and refresh. Staff were asked to share what they did to look after their
own “wellness” on the day. Here are some examples:

Staff have also shared photos from “Music Friday” and “Flash Back Friday”

Staff also contributed to a video “gift” to the students, which was shared with them at their Year Level
Assemblies last week. The message is “I’ll Be there For You”, highlighting that even though we are in very
unusual circumstances, all of the staff are there for the students at Aquinas. The link to the video, accessible
via the students Aquinas email account, can be found here:
Finally, I would like to say how welcomed I felt as a new staff member at Aquinas College I feel very fortunate
to be a part of this wonderful community. These final words sum up my experiences so far:
RESPECT - for one another
KINDNESS - be kind always
GRATITUDE- be grateful for the people and opportunities in our lives

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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SENIOR YEARS REPORT

E
Meredith Greenwood
Head Senior Years

lsewhere in this edition will be numerous
references to returning to school and traditional
face to face lessons. There will be outlining of the
logistics and the management of our senior students
and staff then later, the rest of the College. No doubt
similar discourses are being had via social media and
around dinner tables. Many people are eagerly listing
the aspects of normal school that they cannot wait
to resume. Seeing friends and teachers is arguably
number one.
It was for this reason that we have planned a full hour
to be dedicated to Mentor class on Tuesday to allow
for that catch up and sharing of what everyone has
been up to. It seems, according to school principals,
that this almost innate need to reconnect is being built
into every school around the state. There are other
people who have already started identifying what
they will miss coming out of iso, for myriad reasons.

For some it is the chance to take a long time to really
explore a topic in greater depth and potentially go
down a rabbit hole; for others, it has been the opposite:
the ability to work at a much more frenetic pace than
classrooms generally allow. For some, it is the luxury
of eating our lunch undisturbed at the kitchen table.
As part of this Monday’s Mentor presentation, Year
Level leaders included a rather sentimental but
still moving clip that involves a parent telling his
son a fairytale about that strange year that was
2020 and the important lessons the people learnt
about taking comfort from simple things and living
a humbler, quieter life. Regardless of how we feel,
school is returning therefore, this week, we have been
gauging those different responses so that we can best
accommodate a smooth transition for everyone.

MIDDLE YEARS REPORT

A
Rachel Crawley
Head Middle Years

s teachers we are currently preparing to return to
teaching in the classroom. We are returning after
what some may feel as the most intense professional
development experience since their last time at
university. We come back to teaching in the classroom
with greater technology skills, a common experience
to share with every student, new ways to view how
teaching can be, and new understandings of our
students. Remote learning will have also provided
each student with opportunities to grow and develop
in different ways
Teachers are currently asking how we might use these
new unearthed skills, insights into student learning
and teaching to improve the way we work back at
school. During homeroom next Friday, Middle Years
students will also be invited to reflect on what they
believe they have gained from remote learning.
Students will be encouraged to plan how they
intend to maintain and embed these newly acquired
and refined skills into their learning habits. Student
reflections from their experience of remote learning
will be printed in the Semester 1, pastoral reports.
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I’m sure you have witnessed your child grow in
diverse ways across this intense time at home,
may be with time management, managing school
routines, perseverance with difficult tasks or learning
something independently, compassion or empathy
shown towards others experiencing difficulties, a
greater sense of responsibility by contributing to
household chores or resilience in getting themselves
out of a slump with work.
This time that we are all currently living in gives us a
powerful opportunity. We are in a position to consider
how we do things, what we value and who we are. It
is always easy to identify our faults, however, as we
prepare to return to school I would hope that each
child is able to identify the gains they have made by
adapting to the challenges laid before them and how
they may capitalise further on these when they return.
We can’t wait to see every child return and how much
they have personally grown and changed.
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MUSIC NOTES

W
Jared Campbell
Music Program
Coordinator

ith the return to onsite learning at Aquinas
College, I wish to inform parents that
instrumental lessons will continue during this time.
Online lessons will be provided on a non-rotating
timetable to students in Years 7 to 10. Onsite face
to face lessons for VCE Years 11-12 students will be
scheduled in consultation with the students so as
to accommodate their regular classes as much as
possible.
Additionally, if students in Years 7 to 10 are present
on site (due to family circumstances) at the times of
their scheduled lessons, these may also take place
onsite. All foreseeable precautions are being taken
in regards to instruments and available facilities for
the benefit of staff and students. Students will receive
notification and advice regarding lessons as we return
during stage 1 and 2. Core ensembles which have been
taking place online will continue at this stage. With on
campus rehearsal returning this will be discussed by
key stakeholders in the coming weeks.
All questions regarding Instrumental and Ensembles
learning please feel free to contact myself directly or
Trish Thompson, our Program Secretary. The Music
Program has cancelled many of its planned events this

term including the annual Not Just Jazz soiree. Staff
will be working to ensure students will have more
opportunities in the future to perform once returning
to regular teaching.
As mentioned in the last issue of The Lighthouse,
the Music staff wish to express their gratitude and
mention the outstanding resilience in the music
students at Aquinas. Students have jumped on
board with the new learning model. To showcase this
gratitude, the music staff have been busily preparing
a song to dedicate to the students. With staff
covering the Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell piece Ain’t
No Mountain High Enough, with updated Covid 19
inspired lyrics. Staff recorded their parts individually
at home and shared with myself to edit and combine.
Special thanks to voice teachers Lorraine Salvador,
Lisa Sully and Ines Medica for the outstanding vocals
and rhythm section performers Adrian Perri and Glenn
Cannon with special guest appearance from previous
Aquinas brass teacher Craig Bentley. Please find the
link to the audio here.

STUDENT VOICE

W
Bridget Dale
College Captain

ell...it certainly has been an interesting start to Term 2, to say the least. With online schooling taking
effect, we weren’t really sure what to expect and it definitely took some time for us to get settled and
find a routine that works for us. Less face-to-face contact time with teachers meant that many students often
wanted more guidance as to what work should be completed. A greater emphasis was placed on independent
learning and self-teaching, though we were still encouraged to work collaboratively with other students. The
added pressure of extra tasks to complete in place of normal classwork for some subjects, definitely had an
effect on morale and determination. However, the most prominent frustration amongst the year level, has
been missing out on catching up with friends. It’s such a simple part of our day-to-day life that we take for
granted, but chatting with mates before school and at recess and lunch is far more important than we realise.
In spite of the challenges we have faced over the past month, we have all continued to develop workable study
routines, and we have witnessed a surge in our classmates taking the initiative to work harder than ever. The
support and camaraderie that has been shared amongst the year level is inspiring and is a testament to the
dedication of our year level. We’ve seen first hand that your journey through school isn’t always smooth sailing
and how adaptability is key to successfully getting through a difficult period. It is this perseverance of our year
level that, we think, will set us up even stronger for the future and will shine through once we return to school.

Nick Tellus
College Captain

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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YEAR 12

RECEIVING THEIR 2020 JACKETS

VET OPERATIONS ADAPT TO REMOTE LEARNING

T

he VET kitchen operations and hospitality have modified
our practical classes. Thy have made up ingredient bags
for over 100 internal and external students.
This week there are ingredients for three different pracs,
lamb souvlaki with pita bread, gnocchi with napoli sauce
and cheese and biscuit tastings.
Distribution has been structured to ensure that food safety
has been adhered to with temperature controls, labelling
and food safe packaging.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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CHILD SAFETY

CAN COVID 19 HELP BUILD RESILIENCE, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE?

A

midst the stories of challenge and adversity portrayed across
the globe, stories of hope, optimism and achievement are also
evident. This pandemic has invited us to look at things differently,
to focus on what we can control and to adopt positive frames of
mind.
An amazing opportunity has been presented to us, an invitation
to build our capacity for management of challenging emotions. Of
course we must also recognise this is beyond anything we have
known in recent times and of course it hasn’t been easy. An external
optimist I look to what we have been able to achieve! Who would
have ever thought from things lost, cancelled or delayed we now
start to reshape and reimagine beyond traditional boundaries. When
we shift our gaze to a new and hopeful horizon often things that
really matter come clearly into focus. We could emerge from this
experience, stronger, wiser and much more resilient than previously
imagined. The way we recognise, manage and regulate emotion will
be key. When we are able to manage challenging emotions we can
experience peak performance.
There has been a lot written about emotional intelligence commonly
referred to as EQ. Emotional intelligence is the understanding
of feelings and how to navigate and regulate them. In catholic
education we refer to social and emotional learning (SEL) Social
and Emotional Learning is the process through which we learn to
recognise and manage emotions, care about others, make good
decisions, behave ethically and responsibly, develop positive
relationships, and avoid negative behaviours. These habits we
carry into adulthood often are predictors of future success in all
forms. Daniel Goleman wrote “If you don’t have self-awareness, if you
are not able to manage your distressing emotions, if you can’t have
empathy and have effective relationships, then no matter how smart
you are, you are not going to get very far” ( 1994 EQ).
Building self-awareness, self-management, social awareness,
relationship and responsible decision making skills propels young
people forward to the next phase of development. The great news
is periods of challenge can help build each of the SEL competencies
starting with recognition and regulation of emotion.
Academic Dr Adam Saenz suggests there are two key truths about
emotions:
1.

All emotions are okay ( none are bad)

2.

There are helpful and hurtful ways to manage emotions.

Learning how to manage emotions tends to make most other
aspects of your life better. Decision making, empathy for others,
social skills and your ability to self-regulate can all improve. During
lockdowns and remote learning it is important to acknowledge
the sense of loss young people experience. When young people
are able to identify emotion by experiencing a degree of loss or
turbulence resilience can be built. Being resilient, able to manage
some uncertainty is vital especially now but of course not always
easy. Whether our students are learning from home or moving to
onsite learning, routine and ritual provide a degree of certainty and
psychological safety. There may be challenges yet to come, waves
of emotions that test our courage and patience. We have always
found ways to help our students adjust, this too may help them
grow. The deeper bonds made, levels of resilience discovered and
new found focus of what is truly important may be silver linings in
time we acknowledge. Maybe COVID 19 on some level can help us
to think a little more deeply about our capacity to manage? This
generation in time might remember a pandemic that encouraged
the world to once again be calm, kind and curious and in doing so
creating new possibilities and futures for them to discover.
Cheryl Kane
Child Safety and Wellbeing Coordinator

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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YEAR 9 ARTX

NATURE MANDALAS

WEEK 4 PE CHALLENGE: KEEPING ACTIVE AT HOME

Makayla Batley-Maassen, Year 7, practicing her archery

THE LIGHTHOUSE

Charlotte Gangemi, Year 7, kicking a footy at her local oval
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YEAR 9 MEDIA

FOCUSING ON THEIR WORLD AROUND THEM

Y

ear 9 Media students have been drawing
on their homes, gardens and the world
around them during isolation to create beautiful
photos for their media unit. Some students
also participated in an enrichment task
#HonourHeroes.

#HONOUR HEROES

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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VET HOSPITALITY & KITCHEN OPERATIONS
MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF CONTINUING LEARNING

T

he VET Hospitality and Kitchen Operations students are meeting the challenges of continuing
learning online like true professionals. Students are engaged and are participating in a range of
tasks. Families are grateful for the meals and dishes being cooked, the students practising carrying and
clearing plates during meal times as well as making delicious beverages. Here is an example of the way
students are sharing their creations with their teacher and with other students.
Owen Stott
Director WTTC & VET Hospitality Curriculum Coordinator

Ella Donahue missing VET kitchen
operations & cooking at home.

IMMUNISATION UPDATE
YEAR 10 IMMUNISATION

The Health Centre has been in contact with the Maroondah Council Immunisation Team regarding the Year
10 Meningococcal A,C,W,Y immunisations planned to be given at the College on June 2nd. We have now
been advised that the immunisations will most likely be held off site at The Karralyka Centre in Ringwood
on Tuesday June 2nd using an online booking system to make appointment times.
Year 10 families will be emailed to confirm these details as soon as the information is available. The link
to make an appointment time will be included in the email along with options of what to do if your child
is unable to attend.
At this time we also recommend that you consider having your child(ren) vaccinated against influenza to
prevent them contracting the virus.
The influenza vaccine is currently available and can be obtained from:
•
•
•

Your GP
Your local council eg Maroondah, Whitehorse, Yarra Ranges
Selected pharmacies

For further information please see:
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/ConditionsAndTreatments/flu-influenza
Please contact healthcentre@aquinas.vic.edu.au if you have any questions.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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MIDDLE YEARS DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
PROBLEM SOLVING AND CREATIVE DESIGN

S

tudents designed and created
Ned Kelly and Superhero
inspired PPE Masks for our real
heroes: Doctors and Nurses. They
used recycled materials they found
in their homes.

YEAR 7 ORANGE
SURREALIST ANIMALS

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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EDUCATION SUPPORT SERVICES
FUNDING FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

S

chools are funded to support students with disabilities through the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on school students
with disabilities. Previously, Catholic schools had been funded through Students with Disability funding (SWD). NCCD has widened the
students supported to include any student with a disability, who is identified as requiring regular adjustments to their learning within
the classroom, over a 10-week period each year. Schools receive funding for students based on whether they have received adjustments
from their teachers in learning environments at a supplementary, substantial or extensive level. These adjustments might be delivered
through ESS, Health Centre, YFC or Team Leaders/Year level leaders or Heads of School. These adjustments are made in conjunction with
the student and or parents.
There are four broad categories of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory and social-emotional.
Some students with a disability require adjustments to be made to their learning but these adjustments are managed within the usual
classroom environment, without any additional resources. These students are included in the NCCD within the level of Quality Differentiated
Teaching Practice (QDTP). Whilst the school receives no additional funding for these students, including them in the data is essential for
Government long term planning.
The data regarding student adjustments is collected through a variety of methods and is submitted by teachers before August each year.
This data is then reviewed by the school and the CEM before it is submitted for the NCCD. This is an Australia-wide, mandatory government
collection of data. Aquinas College is supported by NCCD consultants through Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) in guiding our collection
of data. Further information can be obtained via the following link or please contact MJ Chard, Director of Education Support Services.

eBOOK OF THE WEEK
Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief (Book 1)
Written by Rick Riordan

Half Boy. Half God. All Hero. Look, I didn’t want to be a half-blood. I never asked to be the son
of a Greek God. I was just a normal kid, going to school, playing basketball, skateboarding. The
usual. Until I accidentally vaporized my maths teacher. Now I spend my time battling monsters
and generally trying to stay alive.
This is the one where Zeus, God of the Sky, thinks I’ve stolen his lightning bolt - and making
Zeus angry is a very bad idea.
Click on the link below or use the Wheelers ePlatform app to access the Aquinas eBook collection
https://aquinas.wheelers.co/

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN
All students returning to school are required to be in their winter uniform.
Please check that it still fits and is in good condition since it was last worn.
The Uniform shop is open at: 210-214 Canterbury Road, Bayswater VIC 3153
or online orders can be made on: https://spartanss.com.au/collections/aquinas-college

CANTEEN MENU - TERM 2
You can find the menu for the Canteen here...

ELEVATE EDUCATION - PARENT WEBINAR INVITATION
Elevate Education will be running their final webinar on Thursday, May 28th.
Event Title: Elevate Education – Independent Learning and Smart Study
Date: Thursday 28th May
Time: 6pm AEST
Cost: Free
Sign-Up Link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/au/webinar-signup-28-may/
As restrictions are gradually lifted, these tips will aid students in their transition back to normalcy and set them up for the rest of their
academic lives.

Have you visited our
Child Safety & Wellbeing Blog?
A great source of information for parents about a
range of relevant issues which may be on your mind.
Regularly updated with current information.
Check it out here
Use your PAM login to access
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