
Christmas is a time for giving. It is very much a time to remember the 
greatest gift of all when Jesus gave the gift of himself to us as a baby. 
Please consider giving generously to the class hamper or an individual gift 
under the tree. The Wishing Tree has been placed in the Resource Centre 
and staff, students and parents may consider taking a “tag” from the tree 
and buying and wrapping an appropriate present for the person mentioned 
on the tag (e.g. 12 yr old boy). The present can then be placed under the 
Wishing Tree.  The presents along with the hampers will be distributed to 
needy families by St Vincent de Paul groups before Christmas. 

Imagine waking up on Christmas morning. You look at the end 
of your bed. Your stocking’s hanging there, empty, and there’s 
nothing there.

This was the impassioned plea to students in the November 1998 
issue of Lighthouse. By this time, the Wishing Tree was in its third 
year and was already establishing itself as an integral element of 
the end of the school year. The inaugural Wishing Tree campaign 
in 1996 had resulted in more than fifty presents for Vinnies to 
donate to the local community. Encouraged by this support, the 
College aimed to double that number the very next year and the 
pattern has continued ever since.

The Wishing Tree was the initiative of Peter Stewart, a teacher 
and the St Vincent de Paul Convenor for Aquinas at the time. 
Before long, it became part of a larger campaign that asked the 
Aquinas community to open their hearts to the wider community 
at Christmas time. Presents were an important way for students 
to connect with those less fortunate than themselves, but in 
2005, they were also being asked to contribute to hampers that 
would bring Christmas to the homes of those who could not 
afford it. Food, essentials and movie vouchers were among the 
items requested, as were ‘bon bons and perhaps something to 
bring some Christmas atmosphere to the house’.

That Christmas atmosphere is alive and well at Aquinas as 
Homerooms and Mentor groups band together to raise money 
for the Wishing Tree. Raffles or special events help students to 
raise money that is then used to buy presents or simply given as 
a cash  cash donation. In this way, students are encouraged to 
think about families who might be in different situations and to 
consider what they can do make a change in their community.

After twenty-one years of giving, the process is exactly the same: 
students and staff take a tag from the Wishing Tree in the foyer 
of the ARC, then buy a present and return it to sit under the tree, 
waiting for its chance to bring a little joy to someone’s life at 
Christmas. By the end of the year, the presents are threatening 
to take over the entire foyer, such is the generosity of the Aquinas 
College community!

The need for this generosity is as great as ever – if not 
greater – and Vinnies volunteers distribute more than just our 
presents. We now accept donations of money, which is given to 
families in order to buy food for Christmas lunch or for other 
essentials – those little luxury items that are otherwise left off 
the shopping list.

‘This will no doubt go a long way in making their Christmas a 
special time to remember,’ said Danielle Glassborrow in 1995. 
These words are every bit as true today and we know that the 
Aquinas College community remains committed to creating a special 
Christmas memory for everyone, regardless of their circumstances. 
In this way, students are encouraged to think about families who 
might be in different situations and to consider what they can do 
make a change in their community.

BY OLIVE WILLIAMS 
& KATIE GATWARD

AQUINAS RESOURCE CENTRE & ARCHIVES

  Hand in hand

A HISTORY OF THE 
WISHING TREE

1995
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2017 was a very successful year for the Aquinas Old Collegians 
Football Club as we secured the VAFA Division 4 premiership in both 
our senior and reserves teams.

The appointment of Ash Naulty, a past student of the College, as 
senior coach and Steve McGrath, a staff member at Aquinas as the 
reserves coach, enabled us to consolidate our playing list, recruit 
some key position players and develop a culture where hard work, 
mateship  and commitment became the catalyst for success.

Ash was also selected as the “Playing Coach” in the 2017 VAFA 
Division 4 team of the year along with our full forward, Pat Mahon, 
half forward flank, Liam Whelan and ruckman, big Philip Dyck.

The leadership group, led by our captain Lachlan Barnes, recognised early 
in preseason that we had recruited some excellent players who would 
support our existing list but we then had to create a cohesive team. 

With so many new people and a big appetite for success, the 
leadership team worked hard to ensure everyone was respected and 
were given an opportunity to be part of the success. 

Our Under 19 side, coached by Craig “the Ox” Glennie set their goals 
to play consistent football that followed the game plan and enabled 
the development of our young bloods to compete and improve with 
every game. Two of our Under 19 players debuted in the senior side 
this year, Michael Di Donato and Liam Whelan. 

The AOCFC has also identified some young men who we hope will be 
future leaders at our club including 2017 Under 19 Best and Fairest 
winner Jacob Costello and 3rd runner up Harry Kerr.

Liam Whelan played with the senior side for most of the year and 
was a leading goal kicker until he was injured in round 15. However 
his skills and personal development have been rewarded as he has 
recently returned from wearing the BIG V representing Aquinas and 
the Victorian Amateur Football Association with a tour of Ireland. 

Our football club could not be prouder of Liam and look forward to 
big things from him in 2018

In 2018 the first Aquinas Old Collegians Women’s Football team will 
take to the field. 

The development of this team will help us as we strive to be 
recognised as the pinnacle of amateur sport in the eastern suburbs 
and provide respectful and inclusive environment for everyone who 
wants to participate.

We are extremely grateful to Mr Darren Atkinson and the staff of 
Aquinas College who freely make available the use of the College 
ovals and change room facilities, etc. for our teams to train and play 
their home games throughout the season. 

We believe we provide a safe and inclusive environment for past 
and present students to participate in sport and continue to proudly 
represent our school.

The Aquinas

Old Collegians
Football Club – 'The Bloods'

If you are considering becoming involved with a 
progressive, family oriented Local Suburban Football 
Club, please contact one of the following club officials.

Join the Club

Terry McEvoy
President
president@aquinas.com.au
0424 187 861

Jack McDonald
Secretary
secretary@aquinas.com.au
0430 130 520

Alumni

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Josie Haggarty and her husband Don had nine children go through Aquinas 
College – three boys and six girls. Josie was a member of the Mothers’ 
Auxiliary, and worked in the Tuck Shop in both the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools. 
Her memories show the contribution made by parents to Aquinas in the 
early years of the College.

Back then, Aquinas was not as modern as it is now. I can remember Peter 
– for his punishment, he had to go out and pick the stones off the footy 
oval that was just down from where the residence was for the Christian 
Brothers. That was his job.

I thoroughly enjoyed going up to the College for the Mothers’ Auxiliary 
and we had functions that we went to. We had a caravan down near 
what is now Eastland. The council provided the caravan and we and 
other schools had turns; we’d make cakes and we’d sell them there to 
raise money. And we used to go down to the Balwyn Theatre and we’d 
go to a movie and then have luncheon afterwards and that’d help to 
make money.

There were two tuck shops: one for the boys and one for the girls. I 
worked mainly in the boys’ tuck shop, because that was the first one, and 
then when there were so many girls over at the Girls’ School we went 
over there.

We used to thoroughly enjoy the first Mass of the year. I enjoyed when 
Howard Draper started the Aquinas song, which is still going now, isn’t 
it? I loved being part of all that. I think Mick Kelly – Michael Kelly – 
helped him to do that because it was a great catchy song.

Everyone helped out at the College, including cleaning the school. 
Well, it was not so much cleaning the school as getting it ready at the 
start of a new term or at the beginning of a new year. So we would be 
up at St John’s for a few days and then we’d go up to Aquinas and I 
can remember being in the science lab and cleaning the windows and 
cleaning all the desks. Everything was done to save money – it made the 
school fees cheaper didn't it? And that was part of it. We were making 
the school fees affordable. At one point, Don had a fall and was off work 
for six months but we never once missed paying the school fees.

TRANSCRIBED BY ANNE STEBBING
AQUINAS RESOURCE CENTRE & ARCHIVES

It was never an effort to get in the car and go up to Aquinas to do 
something. That was what you did, you were part of all those things 
that were going on.

The Mothers’ Auxiliary met about once a month but if we had a 
function on well, you’d need more meetings for that. You’d take your 
afternoon tea – there was always afternoon tea! – but the Auxiliary 
was formed to help the brothers, doing the sewing and things for 
them. When we were there it was Br Francis and Br O’Driscoll.

I was always happy to puddle along and enjoy the company of the 
people. I really enjoyed John Mahon – he'd call me Mrs Haggarty. 
We went up there once for something and they were all getting 
awards and one of our children got an award for spending the most 
time in the headmaster’s office, and John Mahon stood up and said:

“I think Mrs Haggarty should have got one too for 
spending the most time there.”

That was just what it was like to be part of Aquinas. I was quite 
proud of the place – I thought that was the best school going, 
because they took everybody, it didn’t matter how smart or how rich 
or how poor. You didn’t have to sit an exam to get into Aquinas, so 
we were more than happy to be part of that.

It was fantastic to come to the Girls’ School Anniversary Celebration. 
One friend put her arms around me and gave me a kiss; she said, 
thank you for getting me involved in this. She said that was just 
fantastic. I enjoyed Judith meeting with people that she hadn’t seen 
for years, and I just enjoyed the girls helping. The students were 
great, as I was walking up, asking, “did you want help?” I enjoyed 
seeing how Aquinas had evolved and expanded, like where we sat 
at that oval, compared to the one where Peter had to pick up all the 
stones. I keep telling Peter: “You should see it now.”

   Et Ardere

AN INTERVIEW WITH 
JOSIE HAGGARTY
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It was a true surprise to find that my nomination to the Honour Roll 
had been made and accepted. The evening itself was extremely 
well organised, but it was the students, performing live during the 
introductions and providing most of the catering service who were 
outstanding. With such a strong student presence undertaking such 
diverse activities and the excellent facilities in which the whole event 
took place, I could not help but reflect on how it was when I was a 
student way, way back in the early 1970s.

My years at Aquinas Girls’ College, as it was then known, followed the 
same school motto but with significantly fewer facilities. I commenced 
when only three school years had been completed at the College, so 
the highest year level in 1969 was Form 4 (Year 10). The building for 
those first years was a series of three classrooms on a single level. 
Those pioneer girls simply moved to the next classroom along at 
the end of each year. By 1969 the two level, three-winged building 
had been completed and we were so numerous by 1969 that there 
were three classes of just the new Form 1s. Unfortunately, we had no 
library, science labs, kitchens, sewing or art rooms and certainly no 
student spaces. Our sports facilities consisted of two netballs and a 
netball court painted out by one of the parents onto the courtyard. 
The facilities might have been lacking, but it seemed that all my 
educational needs were meet so I never felt that I had missed out.

Towards my last year at school, a biology lab was built, but this was not 
equipped for chemistry and physics. The solution was to send us over to 
the Boys’ College for Form 6 (Year 12) Chemistry, Physics and Pure and 
Applied Mathematics. Four of us girls bravely elected for Pure Science 
and found ourselves like penguins on their own ice sheet, as we were 
placed by Brother O’Halloran in the middle of the class of over 40 boys. 
I think it took us until term 3 before we dared to sneak a look around the 
room.

In 1970, a brand new library was built in Ringwood and this became 
my once per week after school haunt. I was certainly able to access 
literature which would not have been available at a Catholic girls’ 
college and commenced my life-long passion for ‘Beat’ literature!

There were many external opportunities 
for sport and I was playing basketball and 
tennis regularly so, I did not miss this at 
school. 

There was only one prohibited place 
in the whole school – the incinerator 
room, which I am sure no longer 
exists. It was dark and always smelt 
of rubbish and orange peel but 
was warm, all of which made it 
incredibly attractive. It was tucked 
under the stairs at the eastern end 
of the building and its entry was 
just out of view of the staffroom. 
We would sneak in there 
regularly in winter to hold long 
and meaningful conversations 
and exchange the latest 

gossip and grievances. We considered ourselves to be rebels in the 
making – or more likely rebels urgently seeking a cause.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Aquinas Girls’ College. We all had 
our particular home issues to deal with and some of us had very 
challenging personal issues to confront. But we formed a supportive 
community that always looked out for each other. We voluntarily 
organised charitable events, such as the famous orphans’ day to the 
Bacchus Marsh Zoo. We participated in the annual ‘rice days’ when we 
invariably squealed in horror at the rice glue served to us by the boys 
and relished our annual opportunity to dramatically go without lunch. 
We raised money for children in Africa but we were also very aware 
of the social shifts for women both in the workplace and home, and I 
wanted desperately to participate in that.

My mother was a constant source of support, grounding and practicality 
during my school years. She stopped working when she married but 
during my last years at Aquinas, she worked under physically trying 
conditions at Johnson’s Tiles and Ceramics factory in Croydon. She was 
determined that her three children would have the option of going 
on to university and the abolition of university fees was still a few 
years away. I am still so grateful to her for enduring those cold winters 
and very hot summers on the concrete floored tin shed that was her 
workplace. Her personal sacrifices at that time were truly remarkable. 

I began walking home from Aquinas during my final years. I would head 
towards East Ringwood station then down the Eastfield Road hill to my 
home in South Croydon. I found great pleasure in walking quietly along 
reflecting on my day and where my life was going. I would alternate 
between being elated about my forthcoming shift from school to 
university (which I aspired to) and being in charge of my life, to feeling 
panic and fear. I also wrote poetry in my head, pondered the big issues 
of life and death and reflected on spiritual teachings. These spiritual 
and reflective moments are still part of my daily behaviour and I still go 
off for a walk if I need to ‘sort something out’.

I did not find my vocation in life for quite some years after leaving 
Aquinas. I finished school with a good deal of enthusiasm and 
eagerness for continuing to learn and to experience life in all its 
manifestations and I certainly did that! But once I found my place 
in archaeology, I have had the best and the most challenging of 
experiences as I continue to learn, and to live a fully engaged life.

School is extraordinarily capable of offering what we may not find in 
the home: an invitation to know ourselves better, to extend ourselves, 
to learn how to give and to learn how to receive. We are all unique and 
we all have a place and it is more often than not that it is at school we 
first experience this and find the confidence to just allow that to be.

No, we didn’t have much at school, but we had such a vibrant and 
strong community that on the evening of the Honour Roll dinner, three 
of my school friends (Tricia Ansell, Sue Oldham and Paul Monk) and my 
mentor and spiritual and intellectual companion, Br Mark O’Loughlin, 
were there by my side. I can think of no better example of the living 
community that was forged from 1969 to 1974 and continues on to this 
day. Thank you, Aquinas. 

Dr Keryn Walshe

 As our light burning bright

PEER YEAR 1974

2017 
HONOUR ROLL 

INDUCTEE
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Margaret Sheehan

I was extremely proud and humbled to recently be inducted 
into the Honour Roll, along with Dr Keryn Walshe, for my work 
in international development and humanitarian programs. The 
fabulous dinner hosted in the beautiful College restaurant allowed 
my family including four sisters, Maureen, Anne, Libby and Jane 
(Sheehan) and long-time friends Debra Livingstone, Mary Fleiter, 
Julianna Kennedy and Susan Bentley – all old Aquinians – to 
celebrate the evening with me. I must say the delicious dinner was 
way better than the canteen food I remember.

While proud to be recognised by my old school, I am a little 
embarrassed that my so called 'good work' has afforded my family 
and me such a rich and fulfilling life, enabling me to action change 
for vulnerable children and poor families often in remote and 
inaccessible places.

It was a great privilege to work with the United Nations from 
2001-2015 including the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
UNICEF and to have lived in Vietnam, Bangkok, Papua Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Yemen, gaining all the cultural insights and 
establishing lifetime friendships.

Adolescent and youth development has been a theme of my work 
and I am especially proud of commissioning the first ever national 
survey to explore young people’s wellbeing in Hanoi Vietnam. The 
survey findings increased attention on keeping twelve to fifteen year 
old girls in school and the development of Youth Friendly Health 
Services recognising youth had different needs to adults. My work 
with the Vietnam Women’s Union empowered and educated girls 
and women about gender rights, sexuality education and prevention 
of HIV. Some of these approaches have been acclaimed as creative 
and innovative in fighting difficult problems. However as a global 
citizen, I suggest we are all expected to move outside our comfort 
zone, to ask the difficult questions about how we can ensure the 
rights of women to live free from violence; for girls not be child 
brides, for young men not to have dangerous dirty work, for children 
with disabilities to attend school and for governments to take 
responsibility to ensure dignity of ethnicity and citizenship.

For me Aquinas was a very important pillar and my lifetime 
friendships started here.

I have very fond memories of going to school although in my day, 
Aquinas was not the wonderful and inviting state of the art building 
that is today. Nonetheless, I learnt that I was valuable – that my 
education was important and that I had a voice. I had opportunities 
to develop competence and skills and Aquinas provided a sense of 
community. I had fun at school, was allowed to laugh, to play sport, 
to sing and be in the choir, to join the debating team, take part in 
camping excursions through Central Australia and have the luxury 
to read literature and poetry.

I recall once going to play hockey against Sion, who in those days 
were a much posher school that us (or so we thought), and had 
special shin pads. Not to be outdone, the Physical Education Teachers 
suggested we shove newspaper down our socks to protect our shins!

Regardless of the physical environment - the boggy oval, the Masses 
in the hot cemented quadrangle and the small library – Aquinas 
served me well and I felt connected, welcome and safe. My teachers 
inspired me to learn and to go onto greater things.

I was lucky enough to have the trifecta for building resilience: a 
wonderful supportive family, a caring community during my years at 
Aquinas and teachers and parents who believed in me and expected 
that I would and could achieve.

Visiting Aquinas in September this year, I saw the Youth and Family 
Centre where counsellors are on hand to support students. It is a 
testament to how focused Aquinas is on Pastoral care. I recall in 
Year 11, when I had a tough time – Mr Mahon (the Principal) and 
other teachers reached out with a sense of care and compassion 
and took actions that demonstrated their commitment to girls’ 
education.

I am extremely grateful to current Principal Darren Atkinson, former 
Principal Tony O’Byrne, and the Aquinas staff, especially Madeleine 
Kalla who made the evening so special in acknowledging my work. I 
am proud to have my place on the Honour Roll and for my picture to 
hang alongside other Aquinas graduates.

I look forward to becoming fully re-acquainted with Aquinas as an 
active contributor and trust that my current role as the International 
Program Director for ChildFund Australia can contribute to the 
social justice work of the Aquinas community.

   turns our courage to flame
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The Aquinas College Board recently acknowledged the work of our 
immediate former Principal, Mr Tony O’Byrne, who is in his fiftieth 
year of service to Catholic education – half of those as the Principal of 
Aquinas – with a permanent recognition of his service by naming the 
Middle Years Theatre, the O’Byrne Theatre.

“Tony came to Aquinas in 1989 and completed his principalship 
in 2013. While all time markers can be arbitrary, close to half of 
Tony’s time was spent administering a 20th Century school and half 
leading a 21st Century Organisation. Even the vocabulary of the role 
had changed over the time. There is a famous, critical observation 
from the 1980s, often attributed to Samuel Papert, that if a surgeon 
from 1850 was transported to an operating theatre in 1980 he (and 
it would be a he) would have no idea where he was or what he 
should do, but if a teacher was similarly transported, he or she could 
proceed as normal. This might have been the case in the 1980s but 
I do not believe it reflects the rapid change that has occurred in the 
last decade of the 20th century and the first decade of the 21st. This 
is the time when Tony was required to guide Aquinas.

Education in the late 20th Century was still about a culture of 
supervision, control, lockstep progress and early pathways (many 
of them out of the school) where the organisation established the 
learning and behaviour boundaries and the student stayed within 
them. We now expect students to be independent, self determining, 
knowing their own progress and establishing their own goals and 
pathways. In a short time this is a substantial transformation in the 
expectations of all the members of a school community – teachers, 
students, parents, leaders and governors.

It was either fortuitous or particularly prescient that Aquinas hired 
Tony to commence in 1989, because the College had selected 
someone who initially could respond to the challenge of tight 
finances, tricky staffing, curious school and class structures, but once 

these had been resolved could enable this College to flourish. They 
had chosen someone who valued creativity, focused on building 
relationships and could judge risk wisely. They also chose someone 
who knew when to ask permission and when to beg forgiveness and 
who could sniff out a grant at forty paces!

Three of Tony’s jobs before he began at Aquinas – at St Leo’s, where 
he tried to bring a human face to a fairly stern organisation; at 
Amberley, where he collaborated with young people to develop 
an understanding of themselves; and at St Augustine’s orphanage 
where he was responsible for bringing hope to some our society’s 
most disadvantaged – were probably not the ideal training for the 
Aquinas where Tony commenced, but they were essential attributes 
for a leader who was tasked with bringing an organisation in 
the 21st Century to an education that focused on the student, on 
collaboration, on creativity, on progress.

Over the 25 years that Tony led the College it is easy to see the 
physical progress of the College. New buildings with purpose built 
facilities to enable innovative programmes are scattered across the 
site. On Open Day, parents and past students all remark, “I wish I was 
back at school!” The buildings, and more importantly the programs 
and opportunities that occur in them, have not just happened by 
chance. They are the result of creative leadership from Tony, who 
realised early what is now a commonly held tenet of leadership 
training, that leadership is not about doing everything, but about 
building the capacity of others to develop, design and implement 
new ideas. It also came from a deep seated belief in our students 
and the fact that not only could things be better, but the community, 
parents, staff and students, deserved things to be better.”

The O’Byrne 
Theatre
BY MICHAEL BOX

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – LEARNING

  United our hearts

HONOURING A 
FORMER PRINCIPAL
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

Our Teams

AQUINAS

ARCHIVES

You only need to attend a football match to understand how 
passionate the supporters of a particular team can be. At Aquinas, 
we encourage healthy competition between the three teams at 
Middle Years: Dominic, MacKillop and Rice. Students love to dress 
in costumes featuring their team colours – the more ridiculous the 
outfit the better. But the teams are significant in College life for far 
more than just sport. Each team represents a person whose example 
we’d like our students to be aware of, and a charism they can follow.

In the early years of the Aquinas Girls’ School there were several 
religious orders associated with the College. Each of the founding 
Parishes provided religious women as teachers. 

Dominican Sisters (OP – Order of Preachers), an order founded by St 
Dominic in 1206. During the 1970s, these sisters were permitted to 
drop religious names and revert to baptismal and family names.

Sr M Basil OPBA, later known as Sister Gabrielle Kelly
Sr M Anthony (Sister Doreen Hynes),
Sr Vincent (Sister Margaret O'Toole),
Sr Philippa Walker OP, a Dominican sister from Adelaide.

Sisters of St Joseph (RSJ), the order founded by Mary MacKillop in 1866.

Sr M Veronica RSJ, Sister Anne RSJ,
Sr Nora Finucane, who spoke with an Irish accent,
Sr Lynette Young RSJ,
Sr Trish Leahy RSJ (who has since left the order).

The Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (FDNSC). This order 
was founded by Father Chevalier in Assoudun, France in 1874.

Sr M Mel Fouhy FDNSC

Sisters of the Society of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (JMJ), an order 
founded in 1822 by Fr Matthew Wolff SJ.

Congregation of the Sisters of the Infant Jesus Order (SJI, IJS 
previously CHIJ), founded in France in 1662 by Father Nicholas Barré.

Sr Gertrude Lalor belonged to the Irish order of the Infant Jesus

The names of the Founders of these religious orders became the 
names of the College house system. There were originally six teams:

Caroline Chisholm was recognised for her work among the poor 
immigrants in the early days of the Australian colony, and was 
thought likely to be Australia’s first saint.

In the Boys’ School, the houses were named after the first four 
Archbishops of Melbourne:

When the Senior School became co-educational in 1979, the houses 
were reduced to just four:

Chisholm and Barré were retired in the early 1990s and replaced 
with Rice to acknowledge the involvement of the Christian Brothers 
in the foundation of the Boys’ School, and the ongoing commitment 
to Catholic Education in the tradition established by Blessed 
Edmund Rice. Aquinas is currently an associate member of Edmund 
Rice Education Australia.

So now we have:

•	 Dominic – Green
•	 MacKillop – Yellow
•	 Rice – Red

So for those who have an association with Aquinas College in the 
past, who may wonder what became of their team or house, in spirit 
they are still part of The College. The Clergy whose work in the 
early years of the College was so important in establishing a strong 
school, are still remembered and still an important part of our spirit. 

•	 Barré – Purple
•	 Chisholm – Red
•	 Chevalier – Blue

•	 Dominic – Black
•	 Wolff – Green
•	 McKillop – Orange

A note from the Archives
Thanks to Jim Miller and Alison McNeill for their input. 
We apologise for any errors or omissions in this information. Many 
of our records from this era are patchy and it is sometimes difficult 
to gain a full picture of school life at the time.

If you have any information about the naming of the teams or the 
activities in which they participated, please get in touch with the 
Aquinas Archvies team via the contact details below.

Phone: 9259 3012	 Email: jaggivx@aquinas.vic.edu.au.

BY ANNE STEBBING
AQUINAS RESOURCE CENTRE & ARCHIVES

•	 Mannix – Green
•	 Gould – Gold

•	 Carr – Red
•	 Simonds – Blue

•	 Dominic – Blue
•	 Barré – Green

•	 Chisholm – Red
•	 MacKillop– Gold
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What is it like at Aquinas?

I think Aquinas is a very sophisticated school. It may be very strict, but at 
the same time you learn. My class teacher is Sr Lynette, sometimes when 
she is looking at you she has a mean eye but most of the time she is very 
nice. Mrs Lovell, my English teacher, is very strict but also helps you to 
learn a lot. We have eight periods a day of 40 minutes each. The students 
are pretty well behaved except for a few of them. My Maths, Science and 
Library teachers are not very strict. Mr Mahon, the headmaster, is very 
tough but nice at the same time. We have to be in the school gates by 
8:40 or else we have to have a note saying why we are late. We get out 
of school at 3:30 but have an Assembly at 3:20. The Assembly is in the 
quadrangle. Mr Mahon stands up on the balcony and announces anything 
he has to say. All the classes line up side by side. One thing I like about 
Aquinas is that we break up on the 2nd December.

My sister helped in every way she could. She showed me round the 
school that day and everything we have to do. When she left me I 
started to feel scared cause this great big nun said, “Girls, line up in 
lines”. She told us what her name was. Her name is Sister Lynette. I had 
Sister for my class teacher. Lucky me, I had some friends. You might get 
split up from your friends but don’t worry – you make more and more. 
It was so hard walking over to my classroom ’cause of all the books we 
had to have – two folders, one clipboard and all the rest. But now I’m 
not scared. I know the place by myself. Every day after school, this great 
big man says, “Come to Assembly” so everyone packs their bags and 
their class teacher tells them to move out to our line. The person that 
speaks to us is called Mr Mahon. He tells you to stand up straight and 
to listen to him and then he lets us go home.

Excursion and Retreats

At the start of the year you will have a Retreat. A Retreat is when you go 
to a place to pray to God and get to know everyone in your Form.

Teachers

You will have a class teacher. She is your real teacher. You have lots of 
other different teachers for different subjects. Sometimes you might 
have the same teacher for two different subjects.

My Teacher

Sr Lynette is my teacher and that’s a fact. She likes tall policemen if 
I can put it like that. She is a very good teacher. She is a very good 
singer at my point of view. The rest of the class thinks so to. When sister 
starts to sing my nose starts to wiggle, but when Form 1 Gold join in it 
becomes a real giggle.

Drama

If you enjoy Drama, you have a chance to be ‘Sleeping Ugly’ in our next 
play. Drama is fun and if you like making plays it is the subject for you.

Religion

Religion is not only an interesting subject it is very educational. You 
learn about Christ’s life and other people in the world. You learn how to 
pray as well, not only for your own family but other people too. At the 
moment our Form is doing a project on Mary the mother of Jesus. We 
learn about how other people suffer in communist countries because of 
their religion. I enjoy Religion because I went to a primary school and 
I never had Religion there. I never had a chance to learn what I learn 
now.

Music, Music, Music!

Who wants to dance? Charlston, dada da da dum dum. The 1920s were 
fun. Listen to songs like Mame. And we do other dances too like The 
Nutcracker, The German Clap Dance and The Greek Dance. We also did 
our own items – they were fabulous, we could pick anything we like, 
even pop music. We had items with dancing and songs like Keep on 
Dancing and Love Really Hurts Without You And a great performance of 
Irish Dancing from 31 Green girls. Bravo! Bravo! In music we listened 
to stories of famous composers. We all think that music in Form 1 is the 
most interesting subject. Don’t you agree?

Art

“Get your paint brushes, Julie, we’ll be late.”

“Good morning, Miss Bradley.”

“Good morning, girls. We’ll do papier mâché today and you will make 
some sort of animal out of wire then cover it with papier mâché. The 
girls who are on duty get the newspapers and glue and give them out 
please.”

We have all sorts of art like painting, sketching, charcoal pictures, etc. 

Sports Activites

“Girls, meet me outside the Library in ten minutes.”

“Come on, Tricia and Angelique – we have to meet Miss Rozes”.

“Gee, I hope we win the swimming this year like we did last year.”

“Yes I hope so too. It was funny when Christine fell in the pool last year by 
accident. Just when the girls that were swimming in a race had started.”

“Yes it was funny. What events are you in, Angelique?”

“I am in the 50m breast stroke, 50m relay, and 50m freestyle.”

”What are you in, Tricia?”

“I am in 50m back stroke and the 50m relay. What are you in, Jane?”

“I am in 100m freestyle, 50m relay, 50m freestyle.”

“Come on we’d better meet Miss Rozes now.”

This is not all the sport we do away from the school.

TAKEN FROM A BOOKLET IN OUR ARCHIVES 
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On one day during the week, some children go, at lunchtime, to 
Ringwood High where they play softball and tennis and table tennis 
against Ringwood High. Other times Ringwood High comes to Aquinas. 
And we beat them.

PS. We really don’t beat them always.

Maths

Numbers, numbers, and numbers! What do we do? We do decimals, 
fractions, division, addition, subtraction, papygrams, that’s what we do! 
Don’t worry it isn’t hard, we usually do it all at home anyway! Maths 
isn’t really hard, Aquinas is pretty good.

Science

Watch out for that nitric acid! You stupid... Sorry! Oh, now you’ve spilt 
copper sulphate. What next! Oh no, now a test tube! Get out of the lab. 
(On the way out) Oh! you nearly tipped over the new experiment! Get 
out! Come on, girls, hurry up with that new experiment. You know that 
you have to write it down after you’ve done it. Science is pretty good. 
With all the goo and gluck you have to mix up.

Needlework

“Oh great, today I’ll finish sewing my bag then I can start making my 
apron.” We walk into the room and sit down.

“Good morning, girls. Oh Vicki I see you’ve nearly finished your bag – 
remember to bring your apron material next week.”

“I like Needlework except it takes me a long time to thread my needle,” 
says Debbie.

“Oh but you get better at it as you go along,” replied Louise.

The Needlework Room was filled with the noise of scissors, snip, 
snip, machines whirring, the sound of pins dropping on the floor. Five 
minutes till the bell goes, we start to pack away our things, sweep the 
floor and put our chairs on the tables. The bell goes and we move on to 
our next subject.

English

Compositions, spelling, novel appreciation (learning about books) 
punctuation and many other things are included in English. We do 
poetry and speeches and have a lot of fun. There is a lot of work to do 
but we manage and the teachers make it fun for they are all nice. 

Library

Library period is when we learn how the Library works. We go to the 
Library and look up books for our projects. We learn about the different 
parts in a book and learn how to take the book out and put it back in. 
We learn how to find books. We also do S.R.A. in Library period.

Integrated Studies

Wow! What a big word. But it’s usually OK. Integrated Studies combines 
History and Geography together. We study the continents such as Asia, 
Africa, Australia, North America, Europe and the Antarctic. 

Can You Help? 
The Aquinas College Archives are currently looking for a copy of a 
cookery book compiled by the Ladies’ Auxiliary in 1977. If you have 
a copy of this book that you are able to donate to the Archives 
or can loan to us for copying, please get in touch via the contact 
details below.

Phone: 9259 3012	 Email: jaggivx@aquinas.vic.edu.au.

Every now and then we would be required to kneel down on the 
netball court and have our hems measured for height above the 
concrete. I think the regulation was five inches above the ground 
for a school uniform and seven inches for a sports tunic. Any 
hem found to be higher than this was instantly pulled down with 
threads left hanging. There was great heroic status awarded to any 
girl who paraded her unruly hem during the rest of the day. 
I was never caught out, as I was one of the many who adopted the 
wearing of a belt over which we hitched up our dresses. If called 
to an assembly we simply removed it and dropped it in our school 
bag under our desk. The lack of lockers was very useful.

We also planned in 1974 a football match between Forms 5 and 
6 girls. We held secret lunchtime training sessions on the lower 
oval, which was conveniently out of view from the school areas 
behind a stand of gum trees and long grass. Only once was I 
caught enthusiastically kicking a football a little too close to the 
school buildings and had to report to the Principal, Sr Mel. We 
were both a little surprised as this was the only time I was ever 
‘called to the Office’. I assured her that I would not kick a football 
close to the school buildings ever again – and I didn’t. The big 
day came and we ran out on the oval after school in a mishmash 
of borrowed jumpers and boots with many of the girls and senior 
boys cheering us on. It poured rain but we slogged it out in the 
mud for a glorious defeat of the Form 5 girls by some four goals. 
It is wondrous to think that women’s football was pioneered by 
Aquinas Girls’ College in 1974!

Extracurricular!
HONOUR ROLL INDUCTEE 

DR KERYN WALSHE 
SHARES SOME 1970s STORIES
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