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Dear Parents and Friends
As another school year draws to a close, we pause to reflect
on the year that was – and what a year it has been! Not only
have we navigated the normal challenges of daily life, but we
have been thrown into disarray with lock downs, economic
downturn, and a crisis of the like we have not seen in a long
time.

2020 is also the year in which our College made the decision
to expand its footprint to enable many more Australians to
experience the unique education that is A.B. Paterson
College. The planning of a new school takes many years
before bricks and mortar are seen on the ground, but we are
making steady progress.

Notwithstanding the struggles many have faced, I think we
have also seen a deepening of our appreciation for family
and friends, a united approach to come together in
community and a generosity to help those in need. These are
wonderful outcomes for people and for society, although I
am sure we all wish these could have been achieved without
adversity.

Throughout the year, much effort has been directed to
understanding the demographic profile of our own
community. This has greatly assisted us in examining
potential areas in Queensland for developing a new campus.
As a result of this analysis, 16 potential locations were
identified. These were then examined under a range of
additional factors including government and private
developments proposed for the area, infrastructure, access,
crime, and age demographics, to name only a few.

History has shown us that in times of adversity people of a
nation put aside their petty squabbles and minute
differences to stand strong together. The challenge is how
do we maintain such wonderful attributes as we move
through such challenges.
Sadly, our memories can be all too short, and we run the risk
of operating within a new normal and neglecting the very
things that enabled us to tackle these challenges. This is a
sad but sobering truth, and one we must try to be aware of.
I am certain 2020 will be a year which is long etched in our
memories for the wrong reasons, but it would be wonderful
if we could also remember this year as the one in which we
gained so much. A year of unity… a year in which we
commenced a new way of connecting with all people.

Our flag is not just one of many political points of
view. Rather, the flag is a symbol of our national
unity. – Adrian Cronauer
National unity does not only have to occur when
swords are swung at us. – Benny Gantz

This comprehensive search then yielded three ideal areas
for consideration, that would not only enable the
development of a new campus but are in an area in which
the necessary support structures exist to support such a
development. As such, we are now examining these areas in
great detail and are looking for potential land sites for
development. It is my hope that I will be able to bring you
the wonderful news that we have indeed selected a site in
the New Year.
The development of Barty’s Place has re-commenced
following the temporary cessation of works due to COVID19. At present, we have completed the ablutions and will
commence the development of eight individual bedroom
units in the coming weeks, for staff/parent accommodation
and isolation bedrooms for anyone who may be sick whilst
on camp.
We are receiving wonderful support from the Winton Shire
Council and are hoping to have the full site completed by the
end of 2021. I look forward to providing you with an update
on this early next year.

Recently I spent some time with our College Patron, Mr Alan Rickard, talking about the history of the College
and his recollections. It is always a treat to spend time with him, and to learn of the many people and
wonderful characters who helped our College to grow. After our meeting he sent me a few pictures of our
College in its early days. I thought these were stunning and a wonderful insight into our past. I have shared
these with you in this newsletter and hope you will appreciate the amazing growth and development of our
community in a mere 30 years.

Paul Dostal, Alan Rickard and Ian Taylor in January 2002
laying the final turf down on the Taylor-Dostal Oval.

A.B. Paterson College working bee on 28 October 1990.

As we approach the end of the year, I reflect with both
happiness and sadness on the year that has passed. I am
thrilled to be a part of our College’s journey and playing a
part in the development of the exciting new opportunities,
but it has come with the loss of not seeing our families, our
staff or our students nearly as much as I would have liked.
This certainly reinforces in me the importance of friendships,
relationships, and community. I am however comforted by
the exceptional work of our Principal/Head of College,
Ms Sheehy, and our Director of Early Learning, Ms Hoffman,
and know that our families are in the very best of hands.
I would like to offer my thanks and appreciation to our
College Board, and most particularly our Chairman, Mr David
Tanner, for their ongoing and substantive commitment to
our College. Leadership, values, and integrity in action must
commence from the very top and I thank them for their
support.
I wish you all a wonderful end of year, a lovely and familyfilled Christmas, and a Happy New Year. To those young
people who have just graduated from our College (and their
families), remember “once a member of our community,
always a member of our community”. We look forward to
hearing of your lives as you now spread your wings and
prepare to leave your mark on the world.
Brian Grimes
Chief Executive Officer

I wish you all a wonderful end of year, a lovely and
family-filled Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

A.B. Paterson College is proud to be a leader in
educational excellence, as well as a provider of a
supportive and nurturing community for students
and their families. This cannot always be achieved
through fees alone, so the A.B. Paterson College
Foundation was established as an avenue to provide
philanthropic support to the College community.
Our students have been, and will continue to be,
the beneficiaries of philanthropy from our parents,
Old Collegians and supporting organisations.

We are exceptionally grateful to
those who have, and continue to give
generously, to provide opportunities
and support, as well as building
and facility upgrades that our
students enjoy. The philosophy of the
Foundation is Time, Talent and Treasure.
The A.B. Paterson College Foundation
gratefully appreciates all contributions
and participation of any type.
We are proud to support the College
Community in the following ways.

Supporting A.B. Paterson College families in

need

Providing
building
and facility

Bursaries to provide

opportunities for students
who wouldn’t otherwise
have the means

upgrades

The A.B. Paterson College Foundation would like to invite you
to become involved in the following 2021 initiatives:

Attend a networking event
■
■
■

Foundation Luncheon – 18 March 2021
Mothers’ Day High Tea – 8 May 2021
Christmas High Tea – 5 December 2021

Participate in
our Annual

Giving Day
■

14 September 2021

Volunteer

Tune into an informative
webinar throughout the year

■

■

■

Advertise

■

your business
within our
Business
Directory

■

■

Your time to the
College community or
a Foundation event;
Your talent/skill
or expertise to the
College community
or the Foundation;
An item to be raffled
at an event;
Mentor a Senior
School student;
Work experience for a
Senior School student;
and
Anything else you
can think of!

Sponsor a seat

within our Elderslie Theatre
Leave your legacy for
generations to come

Stephanie Bryan
B.Comm (PR and Marketing)
FO UN D AT I ON M A N A G ER

Phone
Email
Website
Address

Stephanie Bryan is the Foundation Manager and loves to
meet our community members! Please feel free to reach out
at any time to say hello or to ask her about any of the above
initiatives. We look forward to speaking with you soon.

(07) 5594 7947
sbryan@abpat.qld.edu.au
www.foundation.abpat.qld.edu.au
10 A.B. Paterson Drive, Arundel, QLD, 4214

