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SUBJECT SELECTION OVERVIEW

Welcome to the Year 10 Subject Selection for 2027. Subject selection for Year 10 marks an
important step in a student's education, as they begin to align their studies more closely with
their interests, strengths and future goals.

What's Changed for 2027

Year 10 in 2027 looks different from previous years. Students now choose six subjects in total,
including their core subjects, and every elective is now a Year 10 version of its senior counterpart
— giving students a genuine foundation in the subject before they reach Year 11, even though
studying it in Year 10 is not a prerequisite for choosing it later. These changes are designed to
deepen academic challenge, and to give students a clearer understanding of senior subjects
ahead of SET Planning in Year 10.

Core and Elective Subjects

All students study English and either General Mathematics or Mathematical Methods as their
core subjects. Students then select four elective subjects from across the College's faculties, and
at least one of these four must be a Science subject. Exercise & Sports Science also satisfies this
requirement, alongside Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology.

Making a Considered Choice

Students are encouraged to choose subjects they enjoy and are aligned with their future pathway.
This better aligns Year 10 study with senior aspirations while keeping a range of future
opportunities open.

Selections and Back-up Preferences

Students will also nominate two back-up preferences alongside their four electives. Should a
preference not be available — usually due to over- or under-subscription — the next preference
in order will be allocated. Subject preferences are submitted via an online system which will be
outlined at the subject selection evening.

Students who do not study a subject in Year 10 may still select it in Year 11 or 12, with the
exception of languages, which must be studied continuously.

Questions regarding the subject selection process may be directed to Mrs Presland, Head of
Senior Studies or Mr Gardner, Director of Teaching & Learning.



The Arts Faculty



Subject

DANCE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why Study Dance?

The study of Dance develops individuals who are culturally
sensitive, creative, complex, and reflective thinkers. It uses the
body as an instrument for expression and communication of ideas
and encourages the holistic development of a person. Students of
Dance learn how to critically examine and reflect on their world
through higher order thinking and movement, whilst engaging in
creative and critical thinking. Self-confidence is also developed
alongside an awareness of, and respect for, the body.

Year 10 Course Outline

Welcome to the Jungle

In this Year 10 Dance unit, students explore digital dance
concepts including dance created for film and dance created
with the incorporation of digital technologies. Using the short
motion picture dance film Volcano, created by the musical
artists, Jungle, as stimulus, students will analyse, research,
develop and perform dance created specifically for film with a
focus on one-take filming techniques. Through analysis,
research and movement exploration, students investigate how
dance for film is unique in comparison to dance created for live
performance. They develop original choreography that reflects
the themes, emotions, or aesthetics appropriate to one take
filming, applying choreographic devices and the elements of
dance to communicate meaning. Students collaborate, refine
their ideas, and perform their work with technical and
expressive skills. Students critically analyse and interpret
choreographic intent in professional works considering the
incorporation of digital technologies in communicating
choreographic intention. The unit fosters critical thinking about
digital dance and originality, encouraging students to reflect on
how digital technologies foster innovation and creative
expression in dance. Assessment includes a major project
involving written planning, choreography, and performance, as
well as an examination that analyses and evaluates a
professional dance work that incorporates the use of digital
technologies.

Dance For Stage

Dance for Stage explores the performance environment of
various stage spaces, intended for performance in front of a live
audience. Students experience current and historical genres and
styles of dance, including contemporary dance. They investigate
the historical and cultural origins of dance genres and styles,
identifying key characteristics, movements, and vocabulary.
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Students explore how choreographing in specific dance genres
and styles influences the creative process and the selection of
dance concepts to communicate meaning. Students explore the
different purposes and contexts for dance, and how different
dance genres and styles communicate meaning. Students
investigate communication of meaning through movement and
rehearse their technical skills to enhance genre and style-specific
techniques. They refine their expressive skills to communicate a
choreographer’s meaning. Students analyse and evaluate a
variety of dance, including their own work, that of other
Australians (including Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait
Islander peoples), people from the Asia—Pacific region, and other
international choreographers and performers, justifying the
manipulation of the elements and skills to communicate meaning.




Subject

DRAMA

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why Study Drama?

Students often think Drama is a subject just for aspiring actors
and directors, however, it's so much more than that! Future
journalists, lawyers and business leaders for example, all need to
know how to speak and present with confidence as well as
develop creative and critical thinking and improve their planning,
performance and teamwork skills. Drama serves as a great boost
for a career in the theatre or film industry, advertising,
journalism, law, event planning, and so much more.

Year 10 Course Outline

Masks, Mayhem, and Mischief!

In this unit, students explore the theatre form of Commedia
dell’arte through a practical, workshop-based approach. They
develop an understanding of stock characters and key
conventions by engaging in mask work, physical theatre, and
improvisation activities. Theory is embedded through hands-on
learning, allowing students to apply knowledge as they
experiment with characterisation and performance techniques.
Students create a character profile based on a selected
Commedia character, examining their traits, relationships, and
status to inform performance choices. Through collaborative
rehearsals, they explore improvisation and traditional
conventions such as lazzi to generate and shape performance
material. Working in groups, students devise and structure an
original performance that reflects Commedia style and clearly
highlights their chosen character within the ensemble.
Throughout the unit, they refine their expressive skills in voice
and movement, culminating in a cohesive, character-driven
devised performance that demonstrates their understanding of
the form.

Drama for Stage

In this unit, students study a variety of characters and learn how
their motivation and physical attributes can be portrayed on a
stage. They will learn how to think on their feet by developing
improvisation skills, as well as how to devise their own scripts.
Students will also learn how to present scripted drama and will
explore how to use dramatic language when creating dramatic
scenarios. They will have many opportunities to respond to
drama by understanding how playwrights use dramatic
languages to create meaning. Based on the interest of students,
these skills will be developed through a variety of dramatic
genres.
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The students will analyse a range of drama from contemporary
and past times to explore differing viewpoints. Students explore
the importance of drama as a means to tell stories and share
understandings of the human experience in a range of cultures.
They begin with a focus on Australian voices and experiences,

including those of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander
peoples.




Subject

MuUsIC

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why Study Music?

Music is a unique art form that uses sound and silence as a means
of personal expression. It allows for the expression of the
intellect, imagination and emotion, and the exploration of values.
The study of Music combines the development of cognitive,
psychomotor and affective domains through making and
responding to music. In an age of change, Music has the means to
prepare students for a future of unimagined possibilities. They
will develop highly transferable skills and the capacity for flexible
thinking and doing. A study of music provides students with
opportunities to develop their intellect and personal growth as
well as the capacity for working independently and
collaboratively.

Year 10 Course Outline

Can You Hear Me?

In this unit, students will study how music can be used to convey
messages in the media and in public spaces. They will develop
their skills of performing music from different genres, compose
music within the studied styles, and understand the purposes
and process of composers who write influential music.

Can You See Me?

In this unit, students will study live music from a variety of genres,
cultures and styles. They will also be invited on an excursion to
see a live performance. Students will demonstrate their
understanding through performing, composing and responding to
live music of styles both studied and of their own choice.

10
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Subject

VISUAL ARTS

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why Study Visual Art?

In this creative and challenging subject, students use their
imagination and creativity to solve problems and experiment with
visual language. On their individual journey of exploration,
students learn to communicate personal thoughts, feelings, ideas,
experiences and observations. Visual Art fosters curiosity and
imagination and teaches students how to generate and apply new
and creative solutions when problem-solving. This ability to think
in divergent ways and produce creative and expressive responses,
enables future artists, designers and craftspeople to innovate.

Year 10 Course Outline

Artist’s Hand

Using Al and a variety of media, students will explore and refine
their painting practice as they investigate what the term
‘painting” means.

Click!

Through photography, students will delve into and refine their
understanding of the elements and principles of Visual
Communication and use this knowledge to demonstrate how
artists draw inspiration to impact their work.

Nostalgia

Students will engage in a 9-week exploration of inquiry-based
learning in the arts. They will formulate a compelling focus,
followed by researching key artists to gain insights into various
themes and techniques to be able to create a thought-provoking
final artwork.

11
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Health and Physical
Education Faculty



Subject

HEALTH

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Paul Dilkes

Email: PDilkes@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Health
Education?

The health industry is experiencing strong growth and is a large
industry for employment in Australia, with continued expansion
predicted due to ageing population trends. A demand for
individualised health care services increases the need for health-
educated people, who can solve problems and contribute to
improved health outcomes across the lifespan at individual,
family, local, national and global levels.

The Health syllabus provides students with a strength-based
inquiry of the various determinants that create and promote
lifelong health. Drawing from the health, behavioural, social and
physical sciences, the Health syllabus offers students an action,
advocacy and evaluation-oriented curriculum.

The Health syllabus is underpinned by a strength-based approach,
which focuses on how health resources are accessed and
enhanced. The course units will examine resilience as a personal
health resource, the role and influence of peers and family as
resources for healthy living, the role of the community in shaping
resources for healthy living, and the culminating unit challenges
students to investigate and evaluate innovations that influence
respectful relationships, to help them navigate the post-schooling
life-course transition.

Health uses an inquiry approach informed by the critical analysis
of health information, to investigate sustainable health change at
personal, peer, family and community levels. Students define and
understand broad health topics. Students plan, implement,
evaluate and reflect on action strategies that enable and
advocate change through health promotion.

13
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Year 10 Course Outline

Term 1 — Sustainable Health Challenge

Unit focus
How does regular exercise and a healthy diet contribute to a
healthy state of mind?

Outline

In this unit, students identify the factors that contribute to
sustainable health, such as regular exercise food intake and a
healthy and balanced state of mind. They examine the external
influences that could impact on their ability to make good
decisions and plan creative interventions that promote their own
connection to the community and enhance health and wellbeing.

Students will:

e explore the concept of sustainable health

e identify the factors that contribute to sustainable health,
such as regular exercise, caring for our bodies and
maintaining a healthy, balanced state of mind

e identify and critique behaviours that people exhibit that
have an influence on their health and wellbeing

e examine the external influences that could impact on their
ability to make good decisions regarding their health and
wellbeing

e plan strategies to enhance health and wellbeing

e plan creative interventions that promote their own
connection to the community

e implement and critique strategies to enhance health and
wellbeing.

Assessment — Investigation: Multimodal

In this investigation, groups of 2-4 students will design and
propose a wellbeing program that is suited to their age group.
They will evaluate and justify how this proposal will help their
peers with their positive mindfulness journey.

Term 2 — Respect

Unit focus
How do personalities change over time and the impact on
relationships?

Outline

In this unit, students identify what respectful relationships are
and how empathy and ethical decision making contribute to
these relationships. They examine individual and group changes
that occur in life, and the impact these have on relationships.

14




Students investigate the consequences of relationships on health
and wellbeing. They evaluate situations and propose appropriate
responses as they reflect on possible outcomes and make
decisions in relationship contexts.

Students will:
e critically analyse factors that influence decisions and
behaviours surrounding a relationships scenario
e describe the impact attitudes and beliefs have on wellbeing
e apply decision-making to enhance others’ health and
wellbeing.

Assessment — Investigation: Written

In this investigation, students will construct a feature article for
the school newsletter to propose appropriate responses and
decision-making processes in a selected relationship context.

Term 3 — Sensationalised reporting

Unit Focus
How do the various forms of media influence our decisions?

Outline

In this unit, students examine health information and its
appropriateness. Students examine external influences on their
ability to make healthy and safe choices and their responses to
these. They critique behaviours and contextual factors that
influence the health and wellbeing of their communities.

Students will:

e investigate how the media portrays various groups of
people, such as celebrities, sporting people, adolescents,
indigenous peoples, Asian peoples, Europeans

e identify how the use of media personalities from various
cultures is perceived and the influence these personalities
have on the community

e identify how physical activity has defined cultures and
cultural identities and how personalities have influenced
the definition of cultures and identities

e investigate and critique how the media contributes to the
cultural identities of other Australians

e critique the truth and fiction in media campaigns and how
Australians perceive the use of sporting personalities in
media campaigns related to health.

Assessment — Project: Written

Create or design a media campaign. Critique the truth and fiction
in media campaigns and how Australians perceive the use of
sporting personalities in media campaigns related to health.

15




Term 4 — My Social responsibility

Unit Focus
How do | stay safe and avoid dangerous risk-taking behaviour?

Outline

In this unit, students investigate social norms, behaviours and
stereotypes regarding alcohol/drugs and identify the way
adolescents think about risk-taking behaviours. They examine
media messages about alcohol and having a good time while
reviewing the expectations of others and how they can influence
decision making. The students identify safe practices in social
situations and compare personal decisions to acknowledge the
right to act differently. They investigate strategies to deal with
challenging situations.

Students will:

e review alcohol/drugs available and their effects socially and
on the body, using information about standard drinks, drink
spiking and its effects, glassing, alcohol-fueled violence

e investigate social behaviours, norms and stereotypes
regarding alcohol/drugs

e identify the way adolescents think about risk-taking
behaviours regarding alcohol/drugs

e examine and interpret media messages around
alcohol/drugs and having a good time

e examine how the expectations of others can influence
decisions in different relationships and situations, such as
party behaviours regarding alcohol/drugs/sexual relations

e identify safe practices in social situations using scenarios
relating to alcohol/drugs compare personal decisions with
those of others and acknowledge the right to act differently

e investigate strategies to deal with challenging situations
involving alcohol/drugs, including refusal skills, decision
making, expressing opinions and initiating alternative
solutions

Assessment — Project: Multimodal

Create a media message around alcohol/drugs and having a good
time. Present a campaign that could be presented to Year 9/10
students. Examine how the expectations of others can influence
decisions in different relationships and situations, such as party
behaviours.

16




Subject

SPORT AND EXERCISE SCIENCE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Paul Dilkes Email: PDilkes@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947
Why do Sport and In an increasingly complex, sedentary and rapidly changing world

Exercise Science?

it is critical for every young Australian to not only be able to cope
with life’s challenges but also to flourish as healthy, safe and
active citizens in the 21st century. This is a strong investment in
the future of the Australian population.

Technology and media will continue to transform our lives and
change the way we communicate. Some health issues will endure
while new ones will emerge. New forms of physical activity will
become available. Students need critical inquiry skills to research
and analyse knowledge and to understand the influences on their
own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing and physical activity
participation. They also need to be resilient, to develop empathy
and to be actively engaged in their own and others’ wellbeing,
using health, safety and physical activity resources for the benefit
of themselves and their communities.

In Sport and Exercise Science, students develop the skills,
knowledge, and understanding to strengthen their sense of self,
and build and manage satisfying, respectful relationships. They
learn to build on personal and community strengths and assets to
enhance safety and wellbeing. They critique and challenge
assumptions and stereotypes.

Students learn to navigate a range of health-related sources,
services and organisations.

At the core of Sport and Exercise Science is the acquisition of
movement skills and concepts to enable students to participate in
a range of physical activities — confidently, competently and
creatively. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity
participation and enhanced performance, students acquire an
understanding of how the body moves and develop positive
attitudes towards physical activity participation. They develop an
appreciation of the significance of physical activity, outdoor
recreation and sport in Australian society and globally. Movement
is a powerful medium for learning, through which students can
practise and refine personal, behavioural, social and cognitive
skills.

17
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Year 10 Course Outline

Term 1 and 2 - Theory Component
e Tactical awareness

Term 1 and 2 - Practical Component
e Gym/ Fitness Sessions and OzTag

Unit focus
How can a knowledge of tactical awareness and training methods
assist in improving athletic performance?

Outline

Students will explore the concepts of tactical awareness and the
elements of a training program to analyse and improve individual
and team performance in sport. Through participation in Oz Tag,
students will examine specialised movement sequences and
movement strategies related to setting up attack and creating,
defending and exploiting space.

Students will develop an understanding of game strategy,
learning how to apply tactical principles such as width, depth,
support, and transition play to enhance performance. They will
also investigate how movement skills, decision-making, and
fitness components contribute to effective gameplay.

Students will analyse their performance using data collection
tools such as video analysis, journals, and Game Performance
Assessment Instruments (GPAIs). They will identify strengths and
limitations in their gameplay and design a targeted training
program to address these areas for improvement. Their program
will incorporate FITT principles and relevant fitness components
to enhance their tactical and physical performance. Finally,
students will evaluate the effectiveness of their training program,
using primary and secondary evidence to justify their findings and
demonstrate their understanding of how strategic movement and
training principles impact performance in Oz Tag.

Term 3 - Theory Component
e Foundations of Biomechanics

Term 3 - Practical Component
e Basketball

Unit Focus
What role do biomechanics play in the improvement of physical
performance?

18




Outline

This unit introduces students to the fundamental principles of
biomechanics and their application to sports performance, with a
focus on basketball. Students explore how the body moves
through the interaction of muscles, joints, and forces, and how
biomechanical concepts such as force production, motion,
stability, and Newton’s laws influence movement efficiency.

Through a combination of theory and practical lessons, students
will apply biomechanical principles to analyse and improve
performance in basketball skills such as shooting, passing, and
defensive movement. This unit provides foundational knowledge
and skills to support progression into Senior Physical Education.

Sport and Exercise Science can be chosen as a Science Elective in
Year 10.

19




Humanities and Social
Sciences Faculty



Subject

ACCOUNTING

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Accounting?

Accounting is the language of business. Whether you want to run
your own business, work in finance, study commerce at
university, or simply make informed financial decisions,
accounting provides valuable skills for life.

In Year 10 Accounting, students learn how businesses record,
organise and interpret financial information to make effective
decisions. Through the creation and management of their own
simulated business, students develop practical skills in recording
transactions, preparing financial statements, analysing
performance and communicating financial information. The
course develops problem-solving, critical thinking and attention
to detail while providing an excellent foundation for Senior
Accounting and future pathways in business, commerce,
economics, finance and entrepreneurship.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Term 1: Foundations & Business Setup

What is accounting and why does it matter? Concept of double
entry, source documents, opening financial statements, GST
basics.

Assessment: Formative exam (short response and practical
response) of foundational concepts

Term 2: Recording Transactions

Journal and Ledger, Trial balance, net vs gross profit. Will be
events revealed throughout the term that effect their business.

Assessment: Project submission up to trial balance
Term 3: Financial Statements

How do we measure whether our business is actually succeeding?
Profit and Loss, Financial Position, depreciation introduction,
ratio analysis introduction.

Assessment: Formative Checkpoint on Financials for report due in
Term 4

Term 4: Analysis and Evaluation of Accounting Data/Information

What does our financial data actually tell us, and what would we
do next? Interpreting and communicating financial results.
Budgeting and cash flow forecasting (simplified preview of senior
content). Accounting ethics and the role of accountants. Report
writing for a business audience.

Assessment: Business Report using their created business
financials

21
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Subject

ANCIENT HISTORY

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au

Telephone: 07 55947947
Why do Ancient Ancient History offers students the opportunity to investigate
History? the people, societies and events that shaped the ancient world.

Through the analysis of archaeological evidence, ancient
sources and historical interpretations, students explore how
historians and archaeologists reconstruct the past and debate
its significance. Students examine themes such as power,
leadership, citizenship, belief systems and societal change while
developing skills in research, critical thinking, source analysis
and communication. The course provides an excellent
foundation for Senior Ancient History and supports future
pathways in the humanities, law, archaeology, education,
politics and related fields.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Unit 1: Paradise City

Students investigate how historians and archaeologists
reconstruct the ancient past through the analysis of
archaeological evidence, artefacts, sites and historical
interpretations. Drawing on themes from Digging Up the Past,
students explore how ancient societies are discovered,
preserved and interpreted, while developing foundational skills
in source analysis, evidence evaluation and historical inquiry.

Assessment: Historical inquiry investigation
Unit 2: Everybody Wants to Rule the World

Students explore the society, politics and intellectual culture of
Classical Athens through a study of democracy, citizenship,
leadership and philosophy. Using the life and trial of Socrates as
a lens, students investigate competing ideas about power,
authority, justice and the responsibilities of citizens in
democratic societies.

Assessment: Source investigation
Unit 3: The Final Countdown

Students investigate the decline and fall of the Western Roman
Empire by examining the political, military, economic and social
challenges that contributed to its transformation. Students
evaluate competing historical interpretations and consider the
roles of key individuals, external pressures and long-term
structural factors in explaining the end of Roman rule in the
West.

Assessment: Extended response

22
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Unit 4: Night at the Museum

Students apply historical inquiry skills through a self-directed
investigation of a topic, personality, event or civilisation of their
choice (PBL). Students curate and present their learning through
an authentic historical product such as a museum exhibit,
educational toolkit, documentary, podcast, digital exhibition or
personality study. The unit emphasises research, source
analysis, historical interpretation and communication.

Assessment: Project-based inquiry and exhibition (student
choice product)

23




Subject

BUSINESS

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Business?

Business is all around us. From global corporations to local start-
ups, businesses play a significant role in shaping economies,
communities and everyday life. Year 10 Business provides
students with the opportunity to explore how businesses
operate, how economic decisions affect individuals and
societies, and how entrepreneurs identify opportunities and
create value.

Students investigate consumer behaviour, business strategy and
economic management before applying their learning in
authentic business contexts, including the development and
operation of a social enterprise through the $20 BOSS program.
The course develops valuable skills in critical thinking, problem-
solving, communication, teamwork and leadership while
providing an excellent foundation for Senior Business,
Economics and future pathways in commerce, entrepreneurship
and management.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Unit 1 - You can't always get what you want: Important aspects
of running a successful business; influencing consumers and
improving business productivity are ongoing processes that
require a combination of strategic planning, customer-centric
approaches, and adaptability.

Unit 2 - Hey, Big Spender!: Economic performance and
Government management of the economy: Economic
performance and government management of the economy are
interconnected topics that involve the ways governments
formulate and implement policies to influence the overall health
and growth of an economy: macro- economic stability, fiscal
policy, monetary policy, infrastructure, living standards,
regulation, international trade and economic planning.

Unit 3 - $20 BOSS: A study of entrepreneurship, marketing-,
human resource-, financial- and operations management
culminates in the practical application of business skills in
developing and running a social enterprise within the $20 BOSS
program. This hands-on course develops crucial business skills
including critical thinking, communication, teamwork, conflict
resolution and time management.

24
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Subject

ECONOMICS

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Economics?

Economics is the study of how individuals, businesses and
governments make choices in a world of limited resources. It
helps us understand many of the issues that shape our daily
lives, including inflation, unemployment, interest rates, housing
affordability, international trade and economic growth.

In Year 10 Economics, students investigate how markets
operate, how governments manage economic challenges and
how Australia participates in the global economy. Students
develop the ability to explain economic concepts, analyse data
and evaluate competing solutions to real-world problems. The
course builds critical thinking, problem-solving and
communication skills while providing an excellent foundation
for Senior Economics and future pathways in business,
commerce, finance, public policy and related fields.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Term 1: Core Economic Problem, 5 Sector Flow, Economic
Problems & Policy Solutions

Students investigate the fundamental economic problem of
scarcity and the need for choice. Through the study of the
circular flow of income, the five-sector model and the role of
households, businesses and governments, students develop an
understanding of how resources are allocated within an
economy. Students explore contemporary economic issues and
evaluate how governments use economic policies to address
challenges such as inflation, unemployment and economic
growth.

Assessment: Short response question exam

Term 2: Laws of Supply & Demand, Equilibrium, Analysing
Workshop

Students examine how markets operate through the interaction
of supply and demand. They investigate market equilibrium,
changes in market conditions and the impact of external
influences on prices and quantities. The unit introduces
students to the analytical skills required in senior Economics,
including interpreting data, applying economic models and
explaining cause-and-effect relationships in markets.

Assessment: Short response exam — analyse

25
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Term 3: Market Structures, Inequality, Evaluation Workshop

Students investigate different market structures and their
impact on consumers, producers and society. Through the study
of competition, monopoly power, inequality and living
standards, students evaluate the effectiveness of market
outcomes and government intervention. The unit develops
evaluative reasoning and introduces students to the judgment
and skills required in senior Economics.

Assessment: Short response exam - evaluate

Term: International Trade Direction & Composition,
Globalisation (Free Trade & FTAs)

Students explore Australia's place in the global economy
through the study of international trade, specialisation,
comparative advantage and globalisation. Students investigate
the direction and composition of Australia's trade relationships,
the role of free trade agreements and the opportunities and
challenges presented by increasing global interconnectedness.
The unit develops research, interpretation and communication
skills through the investigation of contemporary economic
issues.

Assessment: Short research response

26




Subject

LEGAL STUDIES

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Legal Studies?

Legal Studies provides students with the opportunity to
understand how laws are created, interpreted and applied
within Australian society. Students investigate the legal and
political systems that shape everyday life, explore contemporary
issues relating to justice and human rights, and examine how
legal institutions respond to social challenges.

Through the analysis of real-world cases and legal issues,
students develop skills in critical thinking, problem-solving,
research, communication and argument construction. Students
learn to evaluate competing perspectives, make evidence-based
judgments and consider the effectiveness of legal responses in
achieving justice. The course provides an excellent foundation
for Senior Legal Studies and supports future pathways in law,
criminology, politics, public policy, business and the social
sciences.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Unit 1: Wrongful Convictions

Students investigate the foundational concepts and principles of
Australia's legal and political systems, including the rule of law,
fairness, equality before the law and the separation of powers.
Through the examination of real-world cases involving
miscarriages of justice, students explore the processes used to
investigate, prosecute and review criminal cases. The unit
develops students' understanding of legal institutions and their
ability to evaluate the effectiveness of legal processes in
achieving justice.

Assessment: Inquiry report
Unit 2: Power to the People

Students explore the role of the Australian Constitution in
establishing and regulating Australia's system of government.
Through an investigation of constitutional principles,
referendums and constitutional change, students examine how
power is distributed and contested within Australian
democracy. Students evaluate proposals for constitutional
reform and consider the challenges associated with balancing
stability and change within a democratic system.

Assessment: Group investigation and presentation
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Unit 3: Introduction to Human Rights

Students investigate the nature, development and protection of
human rights in Australia and internationally. Through the study
of key legal concepts, international agreements and
contemporary human rights issues, students examine
competing perspectives on rights, freedoms and responsibilities.
The unit provides foundational knowledge and analytical skills
that prepare students for more sophisticated legal analysis in
Unit 4.

Assessment: Combination examination (formatted in
preparation for senior Legal Studies)

Unit 4: Criminology

Students apply legal reasoning and analytical skills to investigate
crime, criminal behaviour and responses to offending. Through
the examination of contemporary criminal justice issues and
real-world case studies, students evaluate the effectiveness of
legal and non-legal responses to crime. The unit emphasises the
construction of evidence-based arguments, legal analysis and
extended written responses using formats and expectations
aligned with senior Legal Studies.

Assessment: Analytical essay (formatted in preparation for
senior Legal Studies)
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Subject

MODERN HISTORY

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Modern
History?

Modern History offers students the opportunity to investigate
the events, ideas, movements and individuals that have shaped
the contemporary world. Students examine significant historical
developments and explore how political, social, economic and
cultural forces have influenced societies over time.

Through the analysis of primary and secondary sources,
students investigate historical controversies, evaluate
competing interpretations and develop evidence-based
arguments about the past. The course encourages students to
think critically about continuity and change, cause and
consequence, and the ways history continues to influence
contemporary issues. Modern History provides an excellent
foundation for Senior Modern History and supports future
pathways in law, politics, journalism, international relations,
education and the humanities.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Unit 1: History Repeats

Students investigate the causes, experiences and consequences
of the Second World War through an inquiry into conflict,
leadership, ideology and human rights. Contemporary parallels
are explored to develop an understanding of how historical
events continue to shape the modern world.

Assessment: Historical inquiry investigation
Unit 2: Good Vibrations

Students examine the development of popular culture from the
post-war period to the present, investigating the influence of
music, film, television, technology and youth culture on identity,
values and social change. Students analyse continuity, change
over time, and evaluate the significance of cultural movements
and trends.

Assessment: Multimodal presentation
Unit 3: Winds of Change

Students investigate the struggle for rights and freedoms
through a comparative study of civil rights movements in
Australia and internationally. The unit develops students' ability
to analyse perspectives, evaluate sources and construct
historical arguments about continuity, change and the
significance of activism in achieving social justice.

Assessment: Source investigation
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Subject

PHILOSOPHY AND REASON

Head of Faculty

Contact details

Anthony Chetter

Email: AChetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Philosophy
and Reason?

Philosophy and Reason is concerned with the art of thinking
well. Students explore fundamental questions about knowledge,
reality, truth, ethics and human existence while developing the
skills needed to reason critically and communicate effectively.
Through the study of philosophical ideas, logical reasoning and
contemporary issues, students learn to analyse arguments,
guestion assumptions, evaluate evidence and construct justified
conclusions.

The ability to think critically, solve complex problems and
communicate persuasively is highly valued across all academic
disciplines and professional fields. Philosophy and Reason
develops transferable skills in inquiry, analysis, evaluation,
reflection and communication, providing an excellent
foundation for Senior Philosophy and Reason and future
pathways in law, politics, psychology, education, journalism,
business, science and the humanities.

Year 10 Course
Outline

Unit 1: Question Everything

Students are introduced to the nature of philosophy and the
role of questioning in developing knowledge and understanding.
Through the exploration of philosophical puzzles, thought
experiments and contemporary issues, students investigate how
philosophers construct and challenge ideas about reality,
knowledge and truth. The unit develops foundational skills in
reasoning, questioning assumptions and constructing justified
arguments.

Assessment: Philosophical inquiry investigation

Unit 2: Can You Prove It?

Students explore the principles of logic, argument and reasoning
through the analysis of claims, evidence and assumptions.
Drawing on examples from media, politics and everyday life,
students learn to identify arguments, evaluate evidence and
distinguish between strong and weak reasoning. The unit
develops critical thinking skills and introduces students to
formal and informal argument structures.

Assessment: Argument analysis
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Unit 3: The Matrix

Students investigate philosophical questions about reality,
identity and human existence. Through the study of classic and
contemporary philosophical ideas, students explore competing
perspectives on what is real, how knowledge is acquired and
whether certainty is possible. Students analyse and evaluate
philosophical arguments while developing their ability to justify
reasoned conclusions.

Assessment: Extended response

Unit 4: TED Talk

Students apply philosophical inquiry and reasoning skills
through a self-directed investigation of a philosophical question
or contemporary issue of their choice (PBL). Students research
competing viewpoints, evaluate arguments and communicate
their conclusions through an authentic product such as a TED-
style presentation, podcast, documentary, debate, article or
educational resource. The unit emphasises inquiry, critical
thinking, reasoning and communication.

Assessment: Project-based inquiry and presentation (student
choice product)
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Subject

JAPANESE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Cheyne Sandercoe

Email: CSandercoe@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Japanese?

Did you know that there are more multilingual people living on
earth than those who are simply monolingual? Or that there are
over 300 separately identified languages spoken in Australian
homes, and more than one-fifth of Australians speak a language
other than English at home?

Learning another language is more than just a statistic from a
census survey — it has become an essential skill in the 21st
century. By learning a language, you will have the edge over
monolingual candidates, providing you with a better chance of
recruitment and making you a more valued employee. Languages
can also take your career international — and those who have
studied a second language will tell you that it is more than
learning words and phrases. Cultural appreciation also gives you a
greater understanding when interacting with others, thus
equipping you with the skill of being able to adapt better in our
global society.

At Year 10 level, students bring to their learning existing
knowledge of their studied language and culture, as well as a
range of learning strategies. Activities focus on the use of
technology, first-hand experience of topics beyond the classroom
environment, and problem-solving tasks that position
intercultural understanding at the centre of student learning.
Students will develop translation skills by collecting and
organising information and analysing and evaluating it.
Independent study, guided and facilitated instruction,
collaborative discussion, as well as self-monitoring and reflection
are also key components of the language course.

What part of our lives hasn’t been influenced by Japanese
culture, innovation, and inventions? From the cars we drive, to
the technology we use, the white goods we buy... even the food
we eat! The Japanese are at the forefront of many industries and
continue to be one of our most significant overseas trade
partners. Japan and Australia have strong links through
educational and cultural exchanges, tourism, trade, and
diplomacy, so knowledge of the Japanese language and culture
remains a highly desirable skill for many employers seeking a
well-rounded global citizen.
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Japan’s youth culture — including animation, fashion, and design
— has been embraced by young Australians through popular
media, so why not choose Japanese to complement your creative
side? With a large number of Japanese nationals living in
Australia, Japanese language skills are highly valued across public
service industries such as law, healthcare, education, hospitality,
and government.

Year 10 Course Outline

Topic 1: Homestay Welcome to my house!

In this unit, students will study homestays in Japan as a way to
gain an immersive cultural experience that extends beyond
language acquisition. By exploring the experience of living with a
Japanese host family, students will develop firsthand insights into
everyday life, customs, and traditions unique to Japanese
households. They will investigate differences between homes in
Australia and Japan and make comparisons between their
features. Through examining topics such as family dynamics and
traditional rituals, students will deepen their cultural
appreciation and prepare for meaningful interactions within
Japanese society. Linguistically, students will develop the ability
to understand and give instructions and requests.

Topic 2: Lost!

Studying directions, city maps, and landmarks serves as a
practical foundation for navigating Japan and Australia’s urban
landscapes and cultural hubs. By examining city layouts,
transportation networks, and iconic landmarks, students develop
essential language skills for asking and giving directions, as well
as interpreting maps and signage. This hands-on approach not
only enhances linguistic proficiency but also cultivates spatial
awareness and cultural literacy, enabling learners to explore
Japanese cities, as well as provide directions and information
about their own city and local neighbourhood.

Topic 3: The Four Seasons

Through this unit, students explore the seasonal variations of
Japan and their impact on climate, environment, and society.
Seasonal features such as cherry blossoms, autumn foliage,
winter snow, and summer greenery are examined alongside
geographical influences including typhoons, humidity, the rainy
season, and snowfall, with consideration given to their effects on
travel and cultural and school-based events.
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Topic 4: Smart Traveler

In this unit, students explore Japan as informed and respectful
travelers by examining popular destinations and the social
customs associated with them.

Through the theme “Smart Traveler,” learners develop
intercultural understanding by considering how behaviour and
etiquette vary across different regions of Japan.

Students investigate key locations such as Oita, where they learn
about onsen etiquette, Kyoto, where we discuss temple visits,
and Osaka, focusing on appropriate dining manners and food
culture.

They also explore broader travel experiences such as using public
transport, visiting cultural sites, and interacting with locals.
Language learning is integrated through practical communication
tasks, including asking for information, giving advice, and
expressing preferences and opinions. By the end of the unit,
students will be equipped with the linguistic skills and cultural
knowledge needed to navigate Japan confidently and respectfully
as global citizens.
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Subject

SPANISH

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Cheyne Sandercoe

Email: CSandercoe@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why do Spanish?

Did you know that there are more multilingual people living on
earth than those who are simply monolingual? Or that there are
over 300 separately identified languages spoken in Australian
homes, and more than one-fifth of Australians speak a language
other than English at home? Learning another language is just
more than a statistic from a census survey — it has become an
essential skill in the 21st Century. By learning a language, you
will have the edge over monolingual candidates, providing
you with a better chance of recruitment, and making you a
more valued employee. Languages can also take your career
international — and those who have studied a second language
will tell you that it is more than learning words and
phrases, cultural appreciation also gives you a greater
understanding when interacting with others, thus equipping you
with the skill of being able to adapt better in our global
society.

At Year 10 level, students bring to their learning existing
knowledge of their studied language and culture and a range of
learning strategies. Activities focus on the use of technology, first-
hand experience of the topics beyond the classroom environment
and problem-solving activities that position intercultural
understanding at the centre of student learning. Students will
learn the skills of translation by collecting and organising
information and analysing and evaluating information.
Independent study, guided and facilitated instruction and
collaborative discussion, as well as self-monitoring and reflection
are also components of the language courses.

Year 10 Course Outline

Topic 1: Mi Vida Loca - My Crazy Life

The aim of this unit is for students to be able to communicate in
Spanish about one’s daily routine, personal care, and household
responsibilities. Students will review the present tense and will be
introduced to an incredibly useful verb tense, namely reflexive
verbs. They will reflect on social and family responsibilities and
draw judgements based on these. Students will look at the
situation of youth in Australia and compare that of the situation
of children of a similar age in Spanish-speaking countries.
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Topic 2: jLuces, Camera, Accion! - Lights, Camera, Action!
Students will learn how to reflect on the films they have seen,
learning a new verb tense, the present perfect, and give their
opinions about them. They will have the opportunity to discuss
their favourite actors, as well as their favourite movies.

This topic will also allow students to talk about their favourite TV
programs and give their opinions on what young people in
Australia like to watch. There will be opportunity for discussion
and debate surrounding various social issues pertinent to
Australia and Spanish-speaking communities. Students will also
learn to discuss a variety of movie genres and their impact on the
viewers.

Topic 3: Piensa Verde - Going Green

The aim of this unit is for students to be able to continue to
communicate in Spanish about social issues, by consolidating
previous learning and expanding cultural and linguistic
knowledge. They will review giving opinions and explore the
conditional tense in greater depth and learn new grammar, such
as the imperative tense, in preparation for their senior course of
study. Students will expand their vocabulary to discuss the
environment, with a strong focus on ecotourism, and associated
issues. They will learn how to describe the environment in which
they live and that of Spanish-speaking countries, as well as how to
understand environmental issues, and how to discuss and give
their opinions on the topic. Students will also research eco-
friendly tourist destinations and prepare marketing strategies to
promote a destination of their choice.

Topic 4: Viajeros del Tiempo — Time Travelers

In this immersive journey, students will embark on a time-travel
adventure, mastering the distinctions between the preterite and
imperfect tenses while exploring historical events. Engaging in
dynamic activities that fuse language learning with creative
expression, students will be introduced to the imperfect tense
through an 'Imperfect Art Gallery' and 'Time-Traveling Diaries’. The
climax involves collaborative efforts in 'Interactive Story Creation’,
where students blend both tenses to compose captivating time-
travel narratives set in different eras. The unit aims to provide an
unforgettable, technologically integrated, and culturally rich learning
experience.
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Subject GENERAL MATHEMATICS — CORE

Head of Faculty Contact Details
Jasmine Lange Email: JLange@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105
Why study General General Mathematics builds on the Number and Algebra,
Mathematics? Measurement and Geometry, Statistics, and Networks and Matrices

strands of the Australian Curriculum. The course is designed for
students who wish to continue studying mathematics beyond Year
10, but whose future study or career pathways do not require
calculus.

Students develop practical mathematical skills through the
investigation of real-world situations involving finance,
measurement, data analysis, probability, and networks. They learn
to interpret information, solve problems, create mathematical
models, and communicate solutions using a range of
representations. This course provides an excellent foundation for
Year 11 General Mathematics.

Year 10 Course outline | e Linear Algebra
e Time zones

e Geometry

e Measurement
e Indices

e Finance

e Trigonometry
e Networks

e Matrices

e Statistics
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Subject

MATHEMATICAL METHODS - CORE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Jasmine Lange

Email: JLange@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why study
Mathematical
Methods?

Mathematical Methods extends students’ understanding of algebra,
functions, graphs, statistics, and introductory calculus concepts,
building on learning from the Australian Curriculum. The course
develops students’ ability to analyse relationships, solve complex
problems, and apply mathematics in scientific and real-world
contexts.

Students learn to translate between graphical, numerical, algebraic,
and written representations, while developing strong reasoning and
problem-solving skills. Mathematical Methods provides a pathway
to Year 11 Mathematical Methods and is recommended for
students considering future studies in STEM-related fields. Students
selecting this course are encouraged to achieve a minimum B
standard in Year 10 Mathematics.

Year 10 Course outline

e Linear Algebra

e Trigonometry

e Measurement

e Indices

e Logarithms

e Quadratic Functions
e Probability

e  Statistics
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Subject

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS - ELECTIVE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Jasmine Lange

Email: JLange@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why study Specialist
Mathematics?

Specialist Mathematics is an elective course designed to develop
a foundation in the key concepts and skills required for success in
Year 11 QCAA Specialist Mathematics. The course introduces
students to advanced mathematical topics including vectors,
complex numbers, matrices, trigonometry, and mathematical
reasoning.

Students develop confidence in solving challenging problems,
investigating mathematical relationships, and communicating
sophisticated mathematical ideas. Specialist Mathematics is
recommended for highly capable mathematics students intending
to study Year 11 Specialist Mathematics and pursue pathways in
engineering, mathematics, physical sciences, and other STEM
disciplines. Students selecting this course are encouraged to
achieve a minimum A standard in Year 10 Mathematics.

Year 10 Course outline

e  Algebraic Techniques

° Geometry

° Probability and Counting techniques
° Further Trigonometry

. Polynomials, Functions and Graphs
e  Complex Numbers

. Matrices

° Number Systems

o Vectors

e  Binomial Theorem

e  Combinatorics
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Science Faculty



Subject

BIOLOGY

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Ellen Edwards

Email: EEdwards@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Biology?

Biology is concerned with the study of the phenomenon of life, not
only human but all life on the planet. It encompasses studies of the
origin, development, functioning and evolution of living systems.
Biology provides students with a deeper understanding and an
enhanced aesthetic appreciation of their physical self and the living
world. Students studying Biology gain a greater understanding of the
world around them, and the impact that they and their society can
have on it. Students are asked to examine the ethics behind many
technological breakthroughs that have occurred in the field of
biology over the years and that continue today and consider the
impacts they may have on us now and in the future.

At A.B. Paterson College, students studying Biology are provided
with an educational environment which allows them to study the
subject in an historical and modern context through instruction,
enquiry, observation, experiment and collaborative learning. The
course helps students to develop skills in logical thinking, problem-
solving and analysis. Where possible, the concepts are placed in
context to enrich the learning experience.

Year 10 Course outline

Origins and Inheritance

Students will investigate the basics of genetics and evolution. They
will look at how DNA, genes and chromosomes are related and how
information is passed on from one generation to the next. Students
will investigate patterns on inheritance through the use of Punnett
squares and pedigree charts. Students will also understand the
theory of evolution and analyse and evaluate the different types of
evidence that support the current evolutionary theory. Lastly
students will look at current research/technologies being used to
solve societal problems related to genetics and evolution (gene
therapies and Karyotyping).

From Light to Life

Students will investigate the processes of photosynthesis and
cellular respiration and how these processes are essential for the
survival of living organisms. They will examine how plants use light
energy to produce glucose and oxygen through photosynthesis, and
how organisms release energy from glucose through cellular
respiration.
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Students will identify the factors that affect the rate of
photosynthesis and respiration and analyse how changes in
environmental conditions can influence these processes. Through a
student experiment, students will develop their scientific inquiry
skills by conducting an experiment, collecting and analysing data,
evaluating the reliability of their results, and drawing evidence-
based conclusions.

The Macronutrient Mystery

Students will investigate the role of carbohydrates, lipids and
proteins as essential nutrients required for growth, energy
production and overall health. They will examine the structure and
function of these macronutrients and explore how the body uses
them to maintain normal biological processes. Students will also
investigate a range of nutrient deficiency diseases and disorders,
examining their causes, symptoms and impacts on human health.
Students will complete a Research Investigation, independently
exploring an aspect of macronutrient deficiency and communicating
their findings through a structured scientific report.

The Circle of Life

Students will investigate the interactions between organisms and
their environment through the study of ecology. They will examine
the roles of producers, consumers and decomposers within
ecosystems and explore how energy and matter move through food
chains and food webs. Students will analyse the biotic and abiotic
factors that influence ecosystems and evaluate how changes in
these factors can affect the survival of organisms and the stability of
ecosystems. They will also investigate the importance of keystone
species in maintaining ecosystem balance. Students will sit a formal
exam, applying their knowledge of ecology principles as well as
concepts learnt throughout the year.
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Subject

CHEMISTRY

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Ellen Edwards

Email: EEdwards@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Chemistry?

We all do chemistry every day! As soon as you wake up in the
morning, you start doing chemistry. Chemistry explains why an egg
changes when you boil it and why your non-stick pan is non-sticky.
Chemistry explains how soap and shampoo make you clean; why
you feel tired before coffee and alert after it; and how the petrol in
your car gets you to work.

Chemistry is about the molecules all around us. It is about matter:
specifically, how matter changes. Studying Chemistry will allow you
to learn about why the things around us behave the way they do.
Most importantly, it is just so fascinating. If you want to understand
the workings of the world around you - then Chemistry is for you!

At A.B. Paterson College, students of Chemistry and Physics are
provided with an academic environment, which allows them to
study the subject in a historical and modern context through
instruction, enquiry, observation, experiment and collaborative
learning. This course is highly mathematical and helps students to
develop skills in logical thinking, problem-solving and analysis, as
well as practical techniques.

Year 10 Course outline

Chemical Reactions Matter

Students compound prior knowledge of the periodic table to
understand the key trends to predict the properties of different
atoms. They will learn to identify and classify different types of
chemical reactions, including synthesis, decomposition, and
displacement reactions, and represent these reactions using
chemical equations. To demonstrate their understanding, students
will sit a data test/short response exam.

Quantity over quality?

Students are introduced to stoichiometry through the quantitative
study of reactants and products in chemical reactions. Students will
develop their understanding of the mole concept, molar mass, and
limiting reagents to predict and analyse the outcomes of chemical
reactions. To demonstrate their understanding, students will
conduct an experiment, applying stoichiometric principles to draw
evidence-based conclusions.
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The Bond Identity

Students explore the structure and systematic naming of
hydrocarbons, examining the properties and classifications of
alkanes, alkenes, and alkynes. They will develop their understanding
of how molecular structure influences the physical and chemical
properties of organic compounds. Students will complete a
Research Investigation, independently exploring an aspect of
hydrocarbon chemistry and communicating their findings through a
structured scientific report.

Burn Questions

Students investigate the energy changes that accompany chemical
reactions. They will engage in practical investigations including
calorimetry experiments to collect and analyse real thermochemical
data and compare experimental values against theoretical ones.
Students will sit a formal exam, applying their knowledge of
thermochemical principles as well as concepts learnt throughout
the year.
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Subject

PHYSICS

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Ellen Edwards

Email: EEdwards@abpat.gld.edu.au Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Physics?

Physics is concerned with discovering the basic principles of the
universe. The beauty of physics lies in the simplicity of the
underlying physical theories, and in the manner in which a small
number of fundamental concepts and assumptions can alter and
expand our view of the world around us. Physicists explore the
energy and forces that shape the physical world, from the interior
of the atom to galaxies of stars. In the broadest sense, Physics is
the study of matter and energy, and the relationships that exist
between these quantities. More specifically, it is the study of the
behaviour and structure of matter on a macroscopic, microscopic
and subatomic level.

At A.B. Paterson College, students of Chemistry and Physics are
provided with an academic environment, which allows them to
study the subject in a historical and modern context through
instruction, enquiry, observation, experiment and collaborative
learning. This course is highly mathematical and helps students to
develop skills in logical thinking, problem-solving and analysis, as
well as practical techniques.

Year 10 Course outline

The Way of the Force

In this unit, students investigate the relationships between motion,
acceleration, and force, building on their understanding of speed
and velocity. They apply Newton’s three laws of motion to explain
and predict the behaviour of objects and use mathematical models
to analyse motion and calculate forces acting on objects. Student
learning will be assessed through a data test requiring the analysis,
interpretation, and application of evidence related to motion and
forces.

Hot Topic

In this unit, students investigate the transfer and transformation of
thermal energy and examine how temperature, heat, and particle
motion are related. They explore the principles of thermodynamics
through practical and theoretical applications, developing an
understanding of energy conservation, energy efficiency, and the
behaviour of matter under varying thermal conditions. Student
learning will be assessed through the design, conduct, analysis, and
evaluation of a scientific experiment.
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Riding the Waves

In this unit, students investigate the properties and behaviours of
waves, including the relationships between wavelength, frequency,
amplitude, and wave speed. They explore how waves transfer
energy and information, and examine the applications of wave
phenomena such as reflection, refraction, diffraction, interference,
and resonance in everyday technologies and natural systems.
Student learning will be assessed through a research investigation.

Shock-a-Lot

In this unit, students investigate the nature of electric charge and
current and explore how electrical energy is transferred and
transformed in circuits. They analyse relationships between
voltage, current and resistance, and examine the role of electricity
in technologies that impact modern society. Student learning will
be assessed through an examination that incorporates electricity
concepts alongside content studied throughout the year.
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Subject

PSYCHOLOGY

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Ellen Edwards

Email: EEdwards@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study
Psychology?

Psychology is the study of the human mind and its wide-ranging
functions and influences. Psychological research advances our
understanding of human emotion, personality, intelligence,
memory, perception, cognition, attention and motivation, as well
as the biological processes that drive these human functions and
behaviours. In essence, psychology studies individuals and groups
to better understand how people, communities and societies
function and ways to help them thrive. The goal of psychology is
not just to study human thinking and behaviour, but to put that
knowledge into practice, to help people, communities and society
in general to solve day-to-day problems and improve quality of life.

At A.B. Paterson College, students studying Biology and Psychology
are provided with an educational environment which allows them
to study the subject in an historical and modern context through
instruction, enquiry, observation, experiment and collaborative
learning. The course helps students to develop skills in logical
thinking, problem-solving and analysis. Where possible, the
concepts are placed in context to enrich the learning experience.

Year 10 Course outline

Genetics, Evolution & the Psychological Mind

Students explore how biological and psychological factors interact
to influence human behaviour. They investigate the role of DNA,
genes and chromosomes in inheritance and examine how genetic
variation contributes to individual differences. Students also
explore the theory of evolution by natural selection and consider
how evolutionary processes have shaped the human brain,
behaviour and psychological traits. Through the study of emerging
technologies such as gene therapies, genetically modified organisms
and CRISPR, students evaluate the ethical and societal implications
of scientific advances through a data test assessment.

Recognising Facial Expressions: The Science of Emotion

Students investigate the science of emotion and how psychologists
study human behaviour. They explore theories of emotion, the role
of facial expressions in communication, and the neurological
processes involved in recognising emotional cues. Students examine
the work of key researchers and consider how cultural and social
factors influence emotional expression.
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Through the design and conduct of a scientific investigation,
students develop skills in psychological research, data collection,
analysis and evaluation.

Sport Psychology: Mind, Motivation & Performance

Students explore how psychological factors influence sporting
performance, participation and wellbeing. They investigate theories
of motivation, mindset, confidence, goal setting and resilience, and
examine how these concepts can be applied to improve
performance. Students analyse scientific evidence related to sport
psychology and evaluate competing claims about the factors that
contribute to success. Through research and critical analysis,
students develop an understanding of how psychology can be
applied in real-world contexts.

Eyewitness Testimony & The Art of Lying

Students investigate the reliability of human memory and the
factors that influence eyewitness testimony. They explore how
perception, emotion, attention and memory processes can affect
the accuracy of recalled information. Students also examine
psychological approaches to detecting deception, including the
interpretation of verbal and non-verbal behaviour. By analysing
real-world examples and psychological research, students develop
an understanding of the strengths and limitations of human
memory and consider the implications of psychological evidence in
society. Students will complete a comprehensive examination that
assesses their understanding of key concepts from across the year.
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Subject

DESIGN

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King

Email: JKing@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Design?

Designers have the opportunity to help shape our world in so many
contexts. We use their products and services and live in the
environments they have created without even stopping to think
where these ideas and designs came from. We only think about
design when it is exceptionally good or unimaginably bad as it fits so
seamlessly into our lives.

Design Technologies provides exciting opportunities for students to
apply creative and critical thinking to a variety of design contexts
related to present and future needs. It teaches students how to look
at real-world problems that relate to them and identify design
opportunities and then create solutions.

Design Technologies will teach students creative and critical
thinking skills as they explore design problems to identify
opportunities, innovation, concept development, and how to
communicate and present ideas to a stakeholder. Future employers
are seeking employees with these transferable skills as the
workplace pivots to meet future market needs.

Year 10 Course outline

In Year 10 students will refine the techniques learned in Year 9.
They will be given open-ended design challenges that respond to
real- world problems that society faces. Students will refine their
drawing skills to include perspective, orthographic, and orthogonal
drawing methods and will have the opportunity to use a variety of
CAD software such as Inventor, lllustrator, Fusion 360, and
Sketchup.

Students will create more complex design briefs with design criteria
based on good design principles and they will look at how designers
create solutions that meet present and future needs. Students will

use multimodal methods to present their solutions to a stakeholder.

This course will give students the foundations to potentially study
Design or Engineering in Year 11 and 12.
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Subject

DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King

Email: JKing@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Digital
Solutions?

Digital Technologies is a subject that touches all aspects of your life -
you cannot live without it. We use digital technology to work, play,
communicate, move around and learn. Understanding and using
digital technology wisely is a critical skill in today's world. You will
learn how digital systems work, how to create innovative new
applications and evaluate the impacts of existing technologies and
the potential for using digital technology to create innovative
solutions to everyday problems.

Year 10 Course outline

In Year 10 students will build on their knowledge and understanding
of digital contexts. They will investigate the component parts of a
home computer system and their functions. Find out what is “State
of the Art” for home computer systems, what makes them work,
and what people are using them for in the home. This will include
recent mobile phone and tablet technology.

Students will learn how to build advanced featured websites, using
integrated professional web design software, such as Adobe
Fireworks, Dreamweaver, Flash and Photoshop. Discover the secrets
of the coding techniques that make the Internet work. Learn how to
edit video and sound files and integrate these with web pages and
presentations.

Students will use Microsoft’s powerful Access database to store and
access data using tables, forms, reports and queries. Databases are
used extensively in social media, business and industry, and
database skills are much sought after in the job market.

This course will give students the foundations to study Digital
Solutions in Year 11 and 12.
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Subject

ENGINEERING

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King Email: JKing@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947
Why study Engineering is a course of study that provides an opportunity for

Engineering?

students to gain an understanding of the underlying principles of
engineering in its broadest sense. It is concerned with the
theoretical concepts and practical applications related to
technology, industry and society, engineering materials,
engineering mechanics, and control systems.

Integrated throughout is the development of technical
communication skills applicable to engineering. The course draws
upon the fundamental principles of science, mathematics and
technology, reinforcing conceptual ideas through practical
workshops and laboratory activities. This course focuses on the
contextual areas of Aerospace (aviation), Biomedicine,
Communications, Construction, Energy, Manufacturing, Mining,
Sustainability and Transport.

Year 10 Course outline

Engineering Fundamentals: Students develop an understanding of
the basic principles associated with engineering in today’s
technological world.

Areas of Engineering Practice: Students study the nature and range
of work undertaken by engineers. They also look at the various
companies who employ engineers, as well as the educational
institutions in Australia that offer the various courses.

Historical Developments of Engineering: Students cover the
advancements made in engineering from ancient era to modern
day. Each era is broken down into the developments achieved and
their effect on society.

Crumple Zone Challenge: Students are challenged to design and
make a crumple zone.

Civil Structures: Students study the historical development of
bridges from ancient era to modern day. Engineering innovations in
bridges and their effect on society will be covered as an integral
part of the study. This includes construction processes and materials
used, as well as looking at the associated environmental impacts.
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Introductory Mechanics: Students will study the concepts of mass
and force, and scalar and vector quantities. Beams and trusses will
be studied and analysed, and students will calculate reaction forces
on beams and bridges for a variety of given external forces.

Graphics: Students will gain skills in freehand drawing, as well as
developing skills in pictorial, isometric, oblique and orthographic
drawing.

Machines: Students will study machines, which are mechanical
devices. Associated concepts include work, energy, power,
conservation of energy, mechanical advantage, velocity ratio,
levers, wheels and axles, pulleys, gears, inclined planes and screws.

Dynamics: Students will be introduced to the mechanics including,
displacement, velocity and acceleration. Displacement-time graphs.
Velocity-time graphs. Acceleration-time graphs. Linear motion
equations and engineering problems. Forces and moving bodies.
Mass, force and acceleration problems. Friction formula. Coefficient
of friction.

F1 in Schools Challenge: Students will be given the task of
designing, constructing and testing a CO2 racing car. Students will
also be required to analyse the vehicle’s performance based on the
principles of dynamics, forces and moving bodies.
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Subject

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King

Email: JKing@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Food
Technology?

Students develop essential and valuable life skills as they plan,
prepare and present a range of menu items.

Students develop an understanding about the importance of
making healthy eating choices, whilst selecting, preparing and
cooking sweet and savoury menu items. They learn about recipes,
cooking skills and techniques originating in French cuisine and
understand how these are used and adapted to form the basis for a
variety of international cooking styles.

Year 10 Course outline

A Taste of Italy: The Mediterranean style of eating has been
identified as wholesome and home-made, using healthy foods with
few additives. The focus will be on ltalian food, examining what
makes a balanced eating plan. The research component will focus
on the culture, menus and recipes of one region in Italy. Students
will visit an Italian restaurant and prepare an Italian themed staff
luncheon. Other practical performances may include homemade
pasta, pasta dishes, main meals and desserts.

Café Style

Students will plan, prepare and serve café menu items and
undertake training, using the espresso machine to prepare a
selection of coffee styles. A two-day structured work placement is
scheduled at Royal Pines Gold Coast Resort. Students will run a
morning tea café for staff.

Students who take Food Technology will be able to go onto study
Hospitality Practices in Year 11 and 12 and be an entry to the skills
required in the hospitality industry.
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