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College Leaders 

Principal Ms Joanne Sheehy 

Deputy Principal Mrs Charlotte Brook 

Head of Secondary School Mr Simon Edgar 

Director of Operations and Planning Mr Tim Grosser 

Director of Co-Curricular Activities Mr Matt Stopel 

Deputy Head of Secondary School Mr Adam Evans 

Director of Teaching and Learning (Year 7 - 12) Mr John Gardner 

Head of Senior Studies (Year 11 - 12) Ms Melissa Presland 

Head of Academic Academy Mrs Anne Wood 

Head of Pathways Ms Gina Fulton-Kennedy 

Head of Student Engagement Mr Peter Brookes 

 
 

Important Telephone Numbers: 
College Administration  (07) 5594 7947 or abpat@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Student Absentee line  (07) 5561 4137 or studentabsences@abpat.qld.edu.au  

College Nurse (07) 5561 4139 or clinic@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Uniform Shop (07) 5561 4131 or uniformshop@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Outside School Hours Care (07) 5561 4155 or oshc@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Dates for the School Year 2026 
Term 1 commences: Wednesday, 28 January  
Term 1 concludes: Thursday, 2 April  
Term 2 commences: Tuesday, 21 April  
Term 2 concludes: Thursday, 18 June  
Term 3 commences: Tuesday, 14 July  
Term 3 concludes: Thursday, 17 September  
Term 4 commences: Tuesday, 6 October  
Term 4 concludes:  Wednesday, 2 December 

mailto:abpat@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:studentabsences@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:clinic@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:uniformshop@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:oshc@abpat.qld.edu.au
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A.B. Connect 
A.B. Connect is the College’s Communication and Learning Management System (LMS). Parents and students 
will receive news posts regarding College and classroom information directly to their personalised 
newsfeeds. If news has been posted, parents and students will receive a summary of the posts from the last 
24 hours in an email, known as the News Digest, at 4:00pm Monday - Friday.  

It is important to check your newsfeed and/or the News Digest email each day to stay up to date with 
information sent from the College and teachers. Parents can access their newsfeeds via 
https://connect.abpat.qld.edu.au or the College app under News.  

Academic Extensions 
Students are required to submit all assessments on time as stipulated by their classroom teacher. If there 
are extenuating circumstances that prevent a student from submitting by the deadline, an extension can be 
sought, via the parent, to the relevant staff member. If a student is in Year 10 – 12, an extension should be 
sought through the Head of Senior Studies. For students in Years 7 – 9, extensions should be sought through 
the Head of Faculty. Extenuating circumstances are limited to either family emergencies or a lengthy illness 
(a medical certificate is required) and cannot be granted on the day that an assessment is due. In the event 
that an extension is not granted, students will be marked on their draft or whatever work is submitted during 
class. The Academic Style Guide available via the Student Portal outlines these details in more depth. 

Arrival and Departure Procedures 
The Secondary School day begins at 8:30am and finishes at 3:20pm, except on Tuesday for Year 10 - 12 and 
Thursday for Year 7 - 9 sport training finishes at 4:45pm. Supervision is provided before school from 7:00am; 
however, the ideal time for your child to arrive at school is around 8:00am.   
 

The Basketball Courts or Dunlop Multi-Purpose Centre (depending on weather and events) are supervised 
from 7:30am to 8:30am, and the first floor of The Winton Centre is also supervised from 7:00am for quiet 
study. Students are not allowed to play on the courts or in the Dunlop Multi-Purpose Centre after school. 
 

In the afternoons, parents may pick up their children from the pickup/drop off zone at the front of the 
College. Secondary School students who have not been picked up by 4:00pm will be directed either to The 
Winton Centre; the First Floor or The Homestead for quiet study time until 5:00pm or to P2 which will be 
supervised until 6:00pm. Students who drive to and from school may only sign out if they have completed 
the student driver form (available via the Student Portal) and a note from a parent, this can be via email.  

Cars/Parking 
Students are not permitted to park on the College grounds; however, there is parking currently available on 
Arundel Drive. Students are required to park on Arundel Drive to reduce the congestion on the residential 
streets surrounding the College. Students are also reminded that between the hours of 7:00am to 9:00am 
and 2:00pm to 4:00pm, the speed limit in this area is 40km/h. As well as adhering to Council parking 
regulations in this area, students are expected to be respectful of local residents.  
 

All students who intend on driving to school must first complete and submit a Student Driver Registration 
form. This electronic form is available on A.B. Connect. This form is an essential requirement as it provides 
important registration and contact information. Students are not permitted to drive to or from sporting 
venues for APS training or games.  

https://connect.abpat.qld.edu.au/
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2026 College Captains & Leaders 

Communication with Teachers 
A close partnership between parents and teachers will enhance your child’s learning and happiness. It is 
important that open and honest communication exists between the home and the College. There may be 
times when you wish to discuss your child’s progress or raise a concern with the teacher. Parents are 
welcome to make contact with teachers either by email or telephone call. Please be aware that in the 
business of a school day, emails may not be read or attended to on the day they are sent. 

Please note that all classroom information from teachers will be sent to parents and students as news posts 
via A.B. Connect. Teachers will only use email to contact individual parents and students. 

Friendships 
It is not unusual for students to experience movement within their friendship groups in Years 7 – 9, and 
sometimes beyond. Occasionally, students can also feel excluded and unwelcome if members of their 
previous friendship group choose to spend time with others. In addition to their tutor teachers, students are 
encouraged to approach buddies in their homeroom for advice and strategies which may assist in making 
them feel more comfortable. Students can also see their Heads of House and the College Counsellor if they 
require more guidance or approaches on how to repair a friendship. 
 

Again, if parents are concerned, please make contact with the Head of House to discuss. 

Hats 
All students are expected to be wearing their formal hats every time they are in formal uniform. If in HPE 
uniform, they should be wearing their sports hat. This includes when travelling to and from the College. 
Students who cycle to school must ensure they have the correct hat to wear during the school day. 

Hair and Jewellery 
Girls must tie their hair up if, when down, it is touching their collar. Please be reminded that only black or 
brown hair bands with a dark green ribbon or dark green and gold ribbons worn together are permitted. 
Boys are expected to keep their hair tidy, by ensuring that it is of a uniform length all over and does not cover 
their ears or extend over either their eyebrows or shirt collar. In addition, no part of their head should be 
shaved. It is also an expectation in the Secondary School that boys are clean shaven every day. 
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Girls are permitted to wear a single pair of either plain gold or silver studs. Both boys and girls are permitted 
to wear a watch. Both boys and girls may wear a religious medal or similar, under their uniform as long as it 
is not visible. No other jewellery may be worn, and make-up, false eyelashes or false nails are not permitted 
and only clear nail polish may be worn. 

Home Learning 
At our College, home learning is an integral and essential part of the learning journey. It supports students 
in consolidating the knowledge and skills gained in the classroom and helps them establish the work ethic 
and routines necessary for academic success. 

Home learning is about more than completing assigned tasks; it is a chance for students to take ownership 
of their education and develop habits that support their individual learning needs. Whether through 
completing teacher-set homework, reviewing lesson materials, or practising key skills, regular study at home 
is vital for academic growth and personal development. 

We encourage all students to set up a regular and effective home learning routine. While the specific time 
spent will vary depending on the individual, the goal is to create a balanced schedule that fosters consistency. 
Parents can support their child by helping them identify the best times for study and creating a conducive 
home environment for focused work. 

When homework is not specifically assigned, students are encouraged to take initiative by engaging in: 

• Reviewing notes and activities from lessons to reinforce understanding. 
• Completing practice questions from textbooks or other resources to strengthen skills. 
• Reading widely, which enhances comprehension and broadens knowledge. 

 
These activities not only help consolidate classroom learning but also develop self-discipline and time-
management skills. 

For Years 7 – 9 Students 

In the early years of Secondary School, students are building the foundation of effective study habits. Parents 
can assist by encouraging their child to: 

• Use their diary to manage academic and co-curricular commitments. 
• Reflect on what they have learned each day and identify areas requiring extra attention. 

 
For Years 10 – 12 Students 

As students move into their Senior years, home learning becomes increasingly focused on preparation for 
assessments and future pathways. It is important for them to: 

• Tailor their study routine to suit their individual needs and academic goals. 
• Prioritise tasks and allocate time to both revision and forward planning. 

 
At every stage, students are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning, with the support of teachers 
and parents. Together, we aim to create a supportive framework that nurtures resilience, independence, 
and academic success. 

Instrumental Music 
There are a variety of instrumental teachers who work within the College. If you are interested in your child 
learning a musical instrument, information is available at Student Services or from the Performing Arts 
Faculty. 
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Labelling of Property 
All uniform items (including shoes), books and stationery should be clearly labelled with the child's name. It 
is recommended that students mark their hat directly inside the brim of the hat using thick marking pen.  
Secondary School lost property is generally returned to the homeroom, CH3 or at the Uniform Shop. 

Late Arrival/Early Departure 
Punctuality is very important for your child’s development and learning. Please make sure that your child 
arrives at school on time each day. Tutor time begins at 8:30am and failure to arrive on time will result in 
missing important information, including co-curricular opportunities offered at the College. If your child is 
late, they must sign in on arrival at Student Services. Unless they have called or emailed to let the College 
know of their child’s absence, the parents of children who are not present at roll call, or who have failed to 
sign in upon arrival, will be contacted by the College.  
 

If your child needs to leave school before 3:20pm, they must be signed out in person by a parent or other 
responsible adult in person (advised by the parent/guardian) at Student Services before they leave the 
premises. The only exception to this is students in Year 11 and 12 who are registered student drivers, who 
may sign themselves out after receipt of a letter/email signed by a parent/guardian and countersigned by 
the Head of Secondary School or Deputy Head of Secondary School, they are then permitted to sign out from 
Student Services.  
 

On carnival days (Cross Country, Athletics, Swimming), it is expected that the students attend the College for 
the duration of the event. If your child must leave early, then they must be signed out at Student Services as 
normal. 

Leave 
It is not advised that children take recreational leave during the school term. However, if you do wish to 
remove your child from school for three or more days, you must seek approval in advance from the Head of 
Secondary School. This must be done in writing. For periods of extended illness, i.e. three days or longer, a 
medical certificate must be provided. 

Lockers 
Each student in the Secondary School is issued a locker with their year group by their Homeroom teacher at 
the beginning of the year. Students are required to bring an appropriate lock on the first day of school. 
Lockers are to be kept locked to protect valuable property, such as phones and laptop devices when they are 
not being used in class, or during break time. Students can access their lockers before school, after school 
and during break time, so that they only have to carry the equipment they need in between breaks. It is the 
students’ responsibility to maintain their lockers in a clean and tidy fashion.  

Lost Property 
Lost property is located at the Uniform Shop and in CH3 with Heads of House. Children are encouraged to 
check the lost property box when they have misplaced an item. When items are labelled, it is much easier to 
reunite the property with its owner. At the end of each term, the lost property box is emptied, and the 
contents disposed of. Please encourage your child to be responsible for their own belongings. 
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Medication 
We have a Nurse at the College who is here to help when students are unwell. Please ensure that all 
medication is in a contained, sealed bag, correctly labelled with the name and dosage, and handed to the 
Nurse for safekeeping. This should be given to the Nurse before school by the child’s parents so that the 
medicine can be administered at the appropriate time of day. Medicines (including paracetamol) are not to 
be kept in children’s bags for them to self-administer. Teachers are unable to administer medication. 

Medical Conditions, Allergy and Asthma Management 
To ensure the health and safety of all students at A.B. Paterson College, it is essential that Parents/Guardians 
provide the necessary medical plans and medications for your child to the College Nurse. For students with 
a history of anaphylaxis, please provide the following:  

• One EpiPen along with prescribed Antihistamine and ASCIA action plan to the College Clinic. Students 
must also carry one EpiPen, Antihistamine and their ASCIA plan in their belongings at all times.  

If your child has asthma, please provide their Asthma medication along with a Spacer and Asthma 
Management Plan. Additionally, for any other medical conditions, please submit relevant treatment plans 
and medications to the College Clinic. Please contact the College Nurse at clinic@abpat.qld.edu.au for 
further information. 

Mobile Phones 
Students in the Secondary School are allowed to bring a mobile phone to school; however, they are expected 
to keep their phones in their lockers during the school day from 8:00am until 3:20pm. They may check their 
phones at their lockers during break times but are not allowed to take their phones from their lockers. If you 
need to contact your child urgently during the day, please contact Student Services, who will relay a message 
on your behalf. 

Parent Manual and Code of Behaviour 
Should you wish to view this document online or access our Parent Manual and/or our Code of Behaviour, 
please refer to our website: https://www.abpat.qld.edu.au/parent-manuals 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Parent-Teacher interviews are held twice a year. Bookings are made online via Parent Lounge which is 
accessed through A.B. Connect. Details will be emailed to you closer to the time. 

https://www.abpat.qld.edu.au/parent-manuals
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Photography/Videos 
To protect the privacy of all children, please do not take photos or video footage of any child apart from your 
own. Photos and video footage of other children must never be posted on social media sites or stored on 
electronic devices. To protect the identity of your child, please refrain from posting photos of your child in 
College uniform on social media. 

Reports 
The College issues an overall Student Report at the end of each semester for students in Years 7 – 10 and at 
the completion of each unit in Years 11 - 12. These reports are available via A.B. Connect under the Academic 
Reports heading.  

Progressive feedback is also issued to students with results provided for each assessment task via the Student 
Café Portal.  Parents can also access this feedback via A.B. Connect under the Assessment heading. 

Social Media 
As students move through Secondary School, social media begins to have a more significant impact on their 
daily lives. While students are barred from using their phones/social media devices during class hours, during 
breaks they are permitted to check their devices within close proximity of their lockers. Once lessons resume, 
they are required to resecure their devices within their lockers. 

Issues that may arise on social media outlets are typically a result of poor judgement, coupled with an 
incomplete understanding of the consequences associated with electronic media.  

While students are schooled on what is appropriate and acceptable when communicating with peers online, 
a lack of experience can lead students into conversations or discussions that they would typically avoid. It is 
strongly suggested that parents/carers monitor their child’s social media presence and have open and honest 
discussions regarding the subject content in which the student is engaged. If a social media issue arises that 
involves other members of the school community, students are encouraged to speak to their Head of House. 

The College has an application for mobile devices and is designed to provide ease of access to information. 
This can be downloaded via the Apple Store or Google Play store, by searching for A.B. Paterson College.  

To keep up to date with College events, please also “like” the College Facebook page. 

Subject Changes 
If students request a change of subject, a decision is reached after a combined meeting with the student, the 
parent, and the College. Whilst every care is taken with selecting subjects in Year 10, Term 2, there may 
occasionally arise a need to move from one subject to another. This should be treated more as the exception 
than the rule. Changing a subject will require a considerable effort to catch up with any work that a student 
has missed. 

To modify subject selection, students need to show a good reason for the change. They need to discuss the 
proposed change with the teacher of their current subject, and the Head of Faculty of the proposed subject. 
If the change is deemed feasible, the student will need to meet with the Head of Pathways to begin the Set 
Plan adjustment process. Students are responsible for ensuring that the appropriate protocol is followed. 
The decision to change will be dependent on numbers in the proposed subject class, and the views of the 
student’s parents and the College, including the Head of Pathways, who will consider the student’s career 
plans beyond the College. Subject changes may only be made during the first two weeks of Term 1 and Term 
3 in Years 7-11. Subject changes are not permitted once a student has commenced Unit 3 in Year 12. 
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The House System 
When a student commences at A.B. Paterson College, they join a particular House. There are four Houses 
within the College each of which is named after Australians who have been prominent throughout our 
country’s history. Honoured by our College, these people demonstrated many of the leadership qualities 
valued by our College and Founding Fathers – hard work, quiet determination, courage in the face of 
adversity, leadership, personal discipline, and devotion to others. 

Dennis House: Named after C.J. Dennis (1876-1938) 

Clarence Michael James Stanislaus Dennis, better known as C.J. Dennis, was an Australian poet famous for 
his humorous poems, most notably, The Songs of a Sentimental Bloke. He is remembered as both a poet and 
a journalist whose writings not only concerned everyday Australians, but whose style played an important 
role in moving the language of literature away from the very formal towards the more colloquial. 

Lawson House: Named after Henry Lawson (1867-1922) 

Henry Archibald Hertzberg Lawson, along with his contemporary Banjo Paterson, is one of the best-known 
writers of poetry and fiction during the colonial period. Born in New South Wales, Lawson travelled widely 
through Australia and New Zealand, writing stories and poems about the lives of everyday Australians. He is 
often referred to as Australia's "greatest short story writer”. 

Mackellar House: Named after Dorothea Mackellar (1885 – 1968) 

Isobel Marion Dorothea Mackellar (better known as Dorothea Mackellar) was an Australian poet and fiction 
writer. Her poem My Country is widely known in Australia, especially its second stanza which begins: "I love 
a sunburnt country, A land of sweeping plains, Of ragged mountain ranges, Of droughts and flooding rains". 
Mackellar was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1968 for her contribution to Australian 
literature. 

Wright House: Named after Judith Wright (1915 – 2000) 

Judith Wright was an Australian poet, environmentalist, human rights activist and campaigner for Indigenous 
land rights. She expressed her concerns about these important issues through her literary works. Wright was 
a firm believer in the importance of poetry as a means of viewing and expressing the context of a writer’s 
time. 

Each House has nine Pastoral Care Groups led by a House Tutor. These groups have a cross-section of 
students from Years 7 – 12 who meet each day to discuss important matters and assist students within the 
College. The House Tutor should be the first point of contact for parents in the Secondary School. Each House 
Tutor is supported in the care of each student by the Head of House. 

Timetables 
Students can access their timetable at the start of the academic year via the Student Café Portal. The 
timetable will indicate the period, subject, room, teacher’s name and timing of each lesson. Each lesson is a 
sixty-five (65) minute period in the timetable. The exception is period 1 on a Friday, which is thirty (30) 
minutes for Vertical Pastoral Development (VPD) in homerooms. 

Edval Mobile is a web-based application that students will gain access to in homeroom at the beginning of 
the academic year. This is updated daily to reflect any changes to classes or rooms, including excursions and 
other events. 

Parents can view their child’s usual timetable on A.B. Connect and the College app by selecting Timetable.  
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Matilda’s Café & The Tuckerbag 
Matilda’s Café opens 7:30am-4:00pm term time for service to staff/visitors/parents/guardians. Secondary 
School students in Years 10 - 12 only may be served at Matilda’s Café during morning tea and lunch. All 
Secondary School students may be served before and after school. 

The Tuckerbag opens term time for morning tea and lunch for all Secondary School students, and between 
these times for staff/visitors/parents/guardians. Online orders for Tuckerbag lunch-only menu items may be 
placed in advance via the FlexiSchools website or app. The cutoff for orders is 8:30am on the day of collection 
and students collect lunches in person at the Tuckerbag. In-person student purchases at the Tuckerbag may 
be by cash or card, but never by phone (which should be in lockers). 

There is no service to any student at either venue during class time or during APS match times. 

Students without lunch/money will be directed to Student Services where they can get a Tuckerbag Voucher 
to a maximum value of $15. One voucher/term/student, charged to the parent/guardian’s account. 

Tutorials 
Each Faculty runs tutorials on specific days (morning/morning tea/lunch or after school) with rotating 
teachers. For information and times of these, please email the subject teacher. 

Uniforms 
College uniform expectations require that students in the Secondary School arrive and leave school in full 
formal uniform. The exception to this rule is on days where sport training takes place (Tuesday for Years 10 
– 12 and Thursdays for Years 7 – 9), and Fridays when students are participating in APS sport, APS sport 
uniform may be worn all day. If students have before school sport training, they may arrive in their sport 
uniform but must bring their formal uniform to change into after training. 

How to wear your uniform: 

    
 Year 7 – 9 Formal & Sport Uniforms Year 10 – 12 Formal & Sport Uniforms  
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Who to Contact?   
Academic inquiries related to a specific subject should be directed to your child’s teacher for that subject. 
The first port of call for any non-academic inquiries should go to the student’s Homeroom teacher, as they 
have the opportunity to see those students every day. 
 
Any other concerns, questions or requests, which cannot be answered or aided by the student’s subject or 
Homeroom teacher, may be directed to their Head of House. In all cases, email or a phone call is the 
preferred method of contact. The College phone number is 55 947 947 and email addresses are as outlined 
below: 
 

Secondary School Office 55 614 161 

Heads of House Email Address 

Ella Ryan – Head of Dennis House eryan@abpat.qld.edu.au 

Alison Ward – Head of Lawson House award@abpat.qld.edu.au 

Michael Culverwell – Head of Mackellar House mculverwell@abpat.qld.edu.au 

Jonathan Albertini – Head of Wright House jalbertini@abpat.qld.edu.au 

Heads of Faculty Email Address 

Kimberley Costello – Head of English kcostello@abpat.qld.edu.au 

Paul Dilkes – Head of Health and Physical Education pdilkes@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Cheyne Sandercoe – Head of Languages csandercoe@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Jasmine Lange – Head of Mathematics jlange@abpat.qld.edu.au   

Ellen Edwards – Head of Science eedwards@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Anthony Chetter – Head of Humanities and Social Science achetter@abpat.qld.edu.au  

James King – Head of Technology jking@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Sharyn Walker-Joyce – Head of The Arts swalker-joyce@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Genevieve Whittington – Head of Learning Enhancement gwhittington@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Sara Eade – Head of Co-Curricular Sport seade@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Kelly Whiteway – Head of Library Services kwhiteway@abpat.qld.edu.au  

Robyn Rudd – College Counsellor – Secondary School rrudd@abpat.qld.edu.au  

 
  

mailto:award@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:pdilkes@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:csandercoe@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:jlange@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:eedwards@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:achetter@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:jking@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:swalker-joyce@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:gwhittington@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:seade@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:kwhiteway@abpat.qld.edu.au
mailto:rrudd@abpat.qld.edu.au
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