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Welcome to our Newsletter! 
What a marvelous month May has been. Filled with meaningful 
moments, learning opportunities, and special celebrations. It has 
been lovely to see our children so engaged, curious, and connected 
with one another. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the amazing 
women, in the lives of our children. Whether you are a mum, 
grandmother, aunt, guardian, or special family friend, your love, care, 
and support make such a difference every single day. 

Our children enjoyed celebrating Mother’s Day in their classroom 
environments, engaging in activities to celebrate each and every one 
of you. It was a beautiful opportunity to talk about the important 
people in our lives, and the things that make our mums special. 

We were excited to take part in National Simultaneous Storytime, a 
special event that brings children across Australia together to share 
the same story at the same time. This year’s story sparked wonderful 
discussions, imagination, and a love of reading within our learning 
spaces. 

Participating in this event helps to highlight the importance of literacy 
and storytelling, encouraging children to develop a lifelong love of 
books. It was fantastic to see everyone so engaged and eager to join 
in the experience. 

Tegan Findlay  
Acting Centre Manager/ Educational Leader 
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Caterpillar’s Classroom 
Dear Caterpillars Families,  
 
May has been a joyful and meaningful month filled with celebrations, 
creativity, discovery, and hands-on learning experiences. The children 
have continued to grow in confidence while building strong 
relationships with their peers, educators and families.  
 
Mother’s Day Celebration – Our Month’s Special Highlight  
One of the most memorable moments this month was our wonderful 
Mother’s Day celebration. It was heartwarming to see mothers and 
children spending quality time together, sharing smiles, laughter and 
learning experiences.  
The children proudly demonstrated their skills during the activities, 
showing confidence and excitement while engaging with their 
mothers. We especially loved seeing mothers sit alongside the 
children at their level, reading books together and actively 
participating in every experience.  
This celebration strengthened the children’s sense of belonging, 
emotional connection and confidence while encouraging positive 
family engagement within our learning environment.  
 
Learning & Development:  

• Built strong emotional bonds and relationships   
• Encouraged confidence and self expression   
• Supported language and communication through shared 

reading and conversations   
• Promoted social interaction and a sense of security   

 
Exploring the Butterfly Life Cycle  
This month, the children explored the fascinating butterfly life cycle. 
Through discussions, creative butterfly painting and art experiences, 
the children used their imagination while learning about how 
butterflies grow and change.  
The children enjoyed expressing themselves creatively while 
strengthening their understanding of nature and living things.  
 
Learning & Development:  

• Encouraged creativity and imagination   
• Developed fine motor skills through painting and craft 

activities   
 
Weather Explorers  
Our Caterpillars became little weather explorers as we learnt about 
rain, clouds and rainbows. Through stories, discussions, sensory play 
and water experiences, the children learnt new vocabulary words 
such as pour, splash and rainbow.  
 
We were also lucky enough to experience rainy weather and spot a 
beautiful rainbow during our learning time. The children gathered 
together to watch the rain and admire the rainbow with great 
excitement and curiosity. It was a lovely opportunity for the children 
to connect their learning with the real world around them. 
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Caterpillar’s Classroom 

The children showed excitement during water play and 
enjoyed exploring different weather-related experiences 
with curiosity and enthusiasm.  
  
Learning & Development:  

• Expanded vocabulary and language skills   
• Encouraged sensory exploration   
• Developed observation and communication skills   
• Supported children to make connections with the 

natural environment  
  
Busy Hands & Active Bodies  
Throughout May, the children participated in a variety of 
gross motor, fine motor, sensory and water play activities. 
They explored different tools, materials and textures while 
strengthening their coordination and physical skills.  
 
The children also experimented with bubbles and 
patterns, using different tools to create marks, shapes and 
symbols in creative ways.  
 
Learning & Development:  

• Strengthened hand-eye coordination and muscle 
development   

• Encouraged problem-solving and creativity   
• Supported sensory awareness and physical 

confidence   
  
Growing Our Numeracy Skills  
We continued supporting the children in recognising 
numbers 1–4 through daily routines, games and learning 
experiences. We are proud to share that by the middle of 
May, several Caterpillars confidently achieved this 
milestone.  
 
We will continue encouraging all children at their own 
pace while also reinforcing colour recognition throughout 
our everyday learning experiences.  
 
Ongoing Focus:  

• Number recognition (1–4)   
• Colour identification   
• Building confidence and independence   
• Supporting self-help and routine skills   

  
Thank you for your continued support and partnership. 
We truly appreciate being part of your child’s learning 
journey and look forward to another exciting month ahead 
with our wonderful Caterpillars.  
   
Warm Regards,  
The Caterpillars Team   
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Butterflies Classroom 

Dear Butterflies Families, 

During this last month, the Butterflies Room has been 
filled with rich, hands-on learning experiences that have 
supported the children’s growing problem-solving 
abilities, independence, and social development. 
Through play-based learning, the children have been 
encouraged to explore, experiment, and make 
decisions, helping to build their confidence and self-
belief. By providing meaningful opportunities for choice 
and discovery, the Butterflies have shown increasing 
independence and a willingness to take on new 
challenges.   

Problem-Solving Through Play and Exploration  
The Butterflies have engaged in a wide variety of 
sensory and exploratory experiences that strengthened 
their thinking and reasoning skills. Activities such as 
transferring flour with spoons, pouring rice with tools, 
and experimenting with paint in bags encouraged 
children to investigate cause and effect, refine 
coordination, and adapt their actions when something 
didn’t go as expected. Bubble play further supported 
this learning, as children experimented with breath 
control and observed how their actions impacted 
results. These experiences highlight the development of 
early scientific thinking, persistence, and inquiry skills 
while strengthening fine motor development.  

Creative Thinking, Engineering, and Cognitive Growth  
The Butterflies demonstrated incredible creativity and 
problem-solving in both structured and open-ended 
experiences. Block play, bridge building, and maze 
construction encouraged children to test ideas, explore 
balance and structure, and work collaboratively to 
improve their designs. Creative activities such as 
collage, balloon painting, colour mixing, and alphabet 
stamping supported self-expression while introducing 
early literacy concepts, including recognising letters and 
symbols. Imaginative play, yoga, music, and role-play 
experiences fostered cognitive development across 
sensory and imaginative stages, encouraging memory, 
prediction, and abstract thinking.  

Social Development and Collaboration. 
Social learning has been a strong focus, with Butterflies 
working together with their Junior Kindy peers in the 
sandpit, garden, and group play experiences.  
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Butterflies Classroom 

They practised sharing tools, negotiating roles, taking 
turns, and collaborating to solve problems. Gardening 
activities, including planting seeds and weeding, 
sparked curiosity and teamwork as children discussed 
plant growth and observed changes over time. Group 
play experiences during the mornings with our 
Caterpillars friends like hide and seek, dramatic play, 
and “The Wheels on the Bus” supported 
communication, cooperation, and relationship-
building.  

Independence, Confidence, and Developmental 
Milestones.  
Across daily routines, the Butterflies have shown 
growing independence and confidence. Mealtimes 
provided opportunities to develop self-help skills, with 
children practising using cutlery and managing their 
own eating routines. Physical play, including obstacle 
courses, balancing challenges, and outdoor exploration, 
supported gross motor development, coordination, and 
risk-taking in a safe environment. The children are 
increasingly demonstrating persistence, resilience, and 
the ability to problem-solve independently, even when 
faced with challenges. The Butterflies are becoming 
more confident in sharing ideas, engaging in 
discussions, and initiating interactions with peers and 
educators.   

Looking Ahead  
As we move into June, we will continue to build on 
these strong foundations by extending problem-
solving, inquiry-based learning, and collaborative 
experiences. Our focus will begin to incorporate more 
early literacy exploration, particularly recognising the 
first letters in each child’s name, alongside continued 
sensory play, gardening, and creative expression. We 
will also expand opportunities for physical development 
through obstacle courses and outdoor challenges. We 
are so proud of the children’s growth, curiosity, and 
enthusiasm for learning. Thank you to our Butterflies 
families for your continued support and for being part 
of our learning journey.   

With regards,  
Leeah and Ann.   
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Koalas Classroom 

In May, the Koalas children explored storytelling 
through a variety of experiences including story 
reading, hands-on activities, and dramatic role play. We 
focused on the classic stories, The Three Little 
Pigs and The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  

As the children retold these familiar stories, they 
strengthened their language and communication skills, 
built confidence in expressing themselves, and 
developed a deeper understanding of sequencing and 
narrative structure. Dramatic role play became a 
highlight, encouraging creativity, collaboration, and 
problem-solving as the children worked together to 
recreate and bring these stories to life in their own 
unique ways. 

We also had a lovely time celebrating Mother’s Day, a 
truly special occasion within our room. The children 
thoughtfully created beautiful gifts and heartfelt cards 
for their Mums and special people. Through meaningful 
conversations, they shared what makes their families so 
important to them, making this celebration a warm, 
joyful, and love-filled experience for everyone involved. 

Throughout the month, we continued to connect 
children’s learning to current events and their individual 
interests. With the excitement surrounding the World 
Cup, the children showed great enthusiasm for soccer. 
Through discussions and outdoor play, they explored 
the game while developing teamwork, turn-taking skills, 
and an understanding of supporting one another. These 
experiences also supported their gross motor 
development and encouraged cooperation in a fun and 
engaging way. 

We are so proud of the children’s enthusiasm, 
creativity, and growing confidence throughout the 
month!  

Miss Yuhan, Miss Jenny  
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Dolphins Classroom  

Dear Dolphins’ Families   

Over the past month, our children in the Dolphins class 
have been busy exploring a variety of cooking 
experiences. From mixing and measuring to tasting and 
creating, cooking has become a wonderful hands-on 
way for children to learn, connect, and build 
confidence.   

Our children eagerly participated in a variety of hands-
on cooking experiences, including preparing healthy 
snacks, fruit creations such as smoothies and rice paper 
snacks with yoghurt and seasonal berries, Mother’s Day 
celebration cupcakes, fresh salads using ingredients 
from our community garden, and a range of baked 
goods connected to our weekly learning program. 
Throughout these cooking experiences, our children 
practised important life skills such as pouring, stirring, 
spreading, and safely cutting ingredients like a 
cucumber with child-safe plastic knives while following 
step-by-step instructions. These meaningful cooking 
experiences supported teamwork, patience, 
independence, confidence, and a growing 
understanding of healthy food choices and where our 
food comes from.    

Cooking experiences provide rich learning 
opportunities across many developmental areas. As 
children measure ingredients and count spoonfuls, they 
develop early mathematical skills such as counting, 
comparing quantities, and understanding concepts like 
full, empty, more, and less. Following recipes also 
supports literacy development as children learn new 
vocabulary, recognise symbols and pictures, and listen 
to instructions.   

Our cooking experiences have also encouraged early 
scientific thinking as children observed how ingredients 
changed when mixed, heated, cooled, or blended, 
sparking rich conversations about textures, smells, 
colours, and transformations. These meaningful 
moments of discovery supported children’s curiosity, 
observation skills, prediction, and early problem-solving 
in a fun and engaging way.   

More importantly, cooking has strongly supported 
children’s social and emotional development.  
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Dolphins Classroom 

Our Dolphins have shown pride in their efforts, growing 
confidence in trying new foods, and great excitement in 
sharing their creations with friends and educators. 
Working together in small groups has also strengthened 
their communication skills, cooperation, turn-taking, 
patience, and positive relationships.  

Cooking experiences have also promoted healthy 
lifestyle habits by encouraging children to explore a 
variety of nutritious foods in a positive, hands-on, and 
enjoyable environment. Many children showed 
enthusiasm in tasting ingredients they had not tried 
before and became more confident participating in 
conversations about healthy eating and where food 
comes from.  

 We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, creativity, 
curiosity, and growing independence our Dolphins have 
demonstrated throughout this month’s cooking 
experiences, and we look forward to continuing these 
meaningful opportunities to learn through creating, 
exploring, and sharing together.  

Ms Alisha and Ms Christine  
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What’s On in Our Community? 

 

SEAFIRE returns to the stunning shores of Surfers Paradise Beach  
on Saturday 20 June 2026. 

Presented by City of Gold Coast, SeaFire is the Gold Coast’s very own international 
fireworks competition and it’s completely free and family friendly. 

Showcasing world-class pyrotechnics set against the iconic beachfront backdrop, this 
year’s competition will see Team Canada go head-to-head with Team Poland, followed by 
a spectacular Aussie fireworks finale. 

Pack a picnic rug, bring the family, and prepare for an unforgettable evening. SeaFire is set 
to ignite the Gold Coast once again! 

Price: Free 

When: Saturday, 20 June 2026 | 06:00 PM - 08:00 PM 

Where: Surfers Paradise Beach, Surfers Paradise Sign, The Esplanade, Surfers Paradise, 
4217, View Map 

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Surfers%20Paradise%20Beach%20Surfers%20Paradise%20Sign,%20The%20Esplanade%20%20Surfers%20Paradise%204217
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What’s Cooking? 

Tuscan-style bean casserole with 
herbed bread  

Serving size – 4  

Ingredients  
• 1 Coles Bakery Rustic Baguette   

• 20g butter, melted   

• 8g pkt Gourmet Garden Lightly Dried 

Mixed Herbs  

• 1 tbs olive oil   

• 3/4 cup (100g) Coles Frozen Chopped 

Onion  

• 1 tsp minced garlic  

• 3 x 420g cans Coles Cannellini Beans, 

rinsed, drained  

• 400g can cherry tomatoes   

• 2 Coles Vegetable Stock Cubes  

 

 

 

 

 

Method  
Step 1 - Preheat oven to 180°C. Slice the bread 
into 1.5cm slices without cutting all the way 
through. Place the butter and half the herbs in a 
small bowl and stir to combine. Brush the cut-
side of each bread slice with the butter mixture. 
Place the bread on a baking tray and bake for 10 
mins or until golden and crisp.  

Step 2 - Meanwhile, heat the oil in a large deep 
frying pan over medium heat. Cook onion, 
stirring, for 3 mins or until onion softens. Add 
garlic and cook, stirring, for 1 min or until 
fragrant. Add the beans, tomato, stock cubes and 
½ cup (125ml) water. Bring to the boil. Reduce 
heat to medium-low and  simmer for 10 mins or 
until sauce thickens and beans are heated 
through.  

Step 3 - Sprinkle beans with the remaining herbs 
and serve with herbed bread. 
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From our Educational Leader 
Our early childhood Centre joined thousands of educators, families, and children across Australia to take part in National 
Simultaneous Storytime, a much-loved annual event that highlights the power of reading and storytelling in the early years. 

At precisely the same time as other Childcare Centres, schools, and libraries nationwide, our educators gathered children 
together to share this year’s selected book ‘Luna Roo, the kangaroo baller.’ The excitement was palpable as children listened, 
laughed, and engaged with the story alongside their peers across the country. Events like this not only create a sense of 
connection and community but also reinforce a key message we value deeply, reading matters. 

Building Strong Foundations Through Early Literacy 

Early literacy is not simply about learning to read and write, it is about developing the foundational skills that support 
communication, comprehension, and lifelong learning. From infancy, children begin to build these skills through everyday 
interactions, including listening to stories, engaging in conversations, singing songs, and exploring books. 

Literacy is nurtured through engaging, play-based experiences. As children turn pages, predict what might happen next, retell 
stories, and connect characters to their own lives, they begin to make meaning in powerful ways. These moments support the 
development of critical thinking, imagination, and language skills, all essential foundations for future success in school and 
beyond. 

The Power of Reading Together 

Reading with children is one of the most impactful ways to support their development. Research consistently shows that 
children who are regularly read to develop stronger vocabulary, better comprehension, and a greater love of learning. 
Importantly, shared reading also strengthens relationships, creating opportunities for connection, conversation, and emotional 
bonding. 

During National Simultaneous Storytime, we saw firsthand how powerful this shared experience can be. Children were fully 
immersed in the story, asking questions, making predictions, dressing up and expressing their ideas. Educators extended the 
experience through discussion, creative arts, and dramatic play, allowing children to revisit and deepen their understanding. 

Fostering a Lifelong Love of Books 

Our goal is not just to teach children how to read, but to inspire a genuine love of books and storytelling. By providing access 
to diverse, high-quality literature and creating inviting literacy environments, we encourage children to explore stories 
independently and collaboratively. 

Events like National Simultaneous Storytime play a crucial role in promoting this love of reading. They remind us that literacy 
can be joyful, engaging, and shared, and that every child deserves the opportunity to experience the magic of stories. 

Working in Partnership with Families 

We recognise that families are children’s first and most important teachers. We encourage families to continue the momentum 
of events like National Simultaneous Storytime at home by reading regularly with their children, visiting local libraries, and 
incorporating storytelling into daily routines. 

Simple moments, reading before bed, sharing a story at breakfast, or talking about pictures in a book, can have a lasting impact 
on a child’s literacy journey. 

Looking Ahead 

As we reflect on this special event, we are reminded of the vital role early literacy plays in shaping confident, capable learners. 
At our Centre, we remain committed to embedding rich literacy experiences into our everyday program, ensuring every child 
is supported to thrive. 

Together, with families, educators, and the wider community, we can continue to nurture a love of reading that lasts a lifetime. 

Tegan Findlay | Educational Leader 


