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Welcome to our July Newsletter! 

School readiness in the Kindergarten year is not viewed as a checklist of 
academic skills, but as a holistic process that supports children to become 
confident, capable learners as they transition to school.  

The Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline (QKLG) identifies five 
interconnected learning and development areas that contribute to school 
readiness: Identity, Connectedness, Wellbeing, Active Learning, and 
Communicating. These areas support children to develop a positive sense of 
self, build relationships, manage their wellbeing, engage in learning with 
confidence, and communicate effectively with others. Through play-based 
learning and intentional teaching, children develop the social, emotional, 
physical, language, and cognitive skills required for a successful transition to 
Prep. 

Our educators foster school readiness by creating inclusive learning 
environments, responding to children’s interests, and supporting them to 
develop positive dispositions towards learning such as curiosity, persistence, 
and independence. By nurturing the whole child, our Service ensures that 
children are well prepared for a successful start to formal schooling and 
lifelong learning. 

A key message of the QKLG is that readiness is not only about preparing 
children for school, but also about ensuring schools are ready to welcome 
and support diverse learners. The guideline highlights the importance of 
continuity of learning, collaborative partnerships with families, and strong 
transition practices that help children feel secure and confident in new 
environments. 

As we move into the final terms of your child's Kindergarten year, our Pre-
Prep children will participate in a range of experiences designed to support a 
smooth and confident transition to school. These opportunities include Prep 
transition visits and visits from Prep teachers. Your child’s Early Childhood 
Teacher will also work in partnership with you and your child to complete a 
comprehensive Transition Statement, which will provide valuable 
information about your child’s learning, strengths, interests and 
development, and can be shared with their future school to support 
continuity of learning. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s transition, please do 
not hesitate to contact us for a confidential discussion. We are more than 
happy to support you and your family throughout this delicate time. 
 
Tegan Carroll 
Banjo and Friends Centre Manager 
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Kangaroos Classroom 

July has been a busy and exciting month in the 
Kangaroos classroom! Our classroom has been filled 
with curiosity, creativity, and meaningful learning as the 
children explored new ideas through play, 
investigations, stories, songs, and hands-on 
experiences. Throughout the month, the children have 
continued to build confidence as learners, developing 
important skills across literacy, numeracy, inquiry, and 
personal and social learning. These experiences support 
the Early Years Learning Framework by encouraging 
children to become confident, creative, and active 
participants in their learning.  

Our literacy learning has focused on building a strong 
foundation in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 
The children have been developing their knowledge of 
letters and the sounds they represent through engaging 
games, songs, shared reading, and explicit phonics 
activities. They have enjoyed exploring rhyming words, 
identifying beginning sounds, and listening for syllables 
in familiar words.  

During our shared reading sessions, we have read a 
variety of quality picture books and discussed the 
characters, settings, and events within each story. The 
children have been encouraged to make predictions, 
answer questions, retell stories in sequence, and make 
personal connections to the texts. These activities help 
develop early comprehension skills while fostering a 
love of reading. Writing experiences have focused on 
building confidence in communicating ideas. Children 
have practised writing their names with correct letter 
formation, drawing detailed pictures, and labelling their 
work.   

In Mathematics learning, the children have continued 
to strengthen their understanding of number and 
mathematical thinking through purposeful play and 
hands-on investigations. They have practised counting 
forwards and backwards, recognising and writing 
numerals, matching numbers to quantities, and 
representing numbers using a range of materials.  

Our learning has also included sorting and classifying 
objects according to different attributes, recognising 
and creating repeating patterns, and exploring two-
dimensional shapes in both the classroom and outdoor 
environment.  
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Kangaroos Classroom 

The children have used mathematical language to 
compare size, length, height, weight, and capacity, 
helping them describe and explain their observations 
with increasing confidence.  

Problem-solving opportunities have been embedded 
throughout our daily learning. Whether building with 
blocks or completing puzzles, the children have been 
encouraged to explain their thinking, test different 
strategies, and work collaboratively to solve challenges.  

Inquiry and play continue to provide rich opportunities 
for children to explore, investigate, and make sense of 
the world around them. Throughout July, the children 
have participated in a variety of learning experiences 
that encouraged them to ask questions, make 
observations, solve problems, and share their 
discoveries with others.  

A strong focus this month has been on developing the 
social and emotional skills that help children become 
successful learners and positive members of our 
classroom community. The children have continued to 
build friendships while learning the importance of 
kindness, empathy, respect, and cooperation.  

Through everyday classroom experiences, they have 
practised sharing resources, taking turns, listening to 
others, working collaboratively in groups, and using 
respectful language to solve problems. We have also 
been encouraging children to recognise and express 
their emotions appropriately, build resilience when 
faced with challenges, and develop independence by 
taking responsibility for classroom routines and caring 
for their belongings.  

As we move into August, we look forward to extending 
their learning through new investigations, continued 
development of early literacy and numeracy skills, and 
exciting opportunities for creativity, collaboration, and 
discovery.  

Napadeline Burke 
Kangaroos Educator 
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Lorikeets Classroom 

This month in the Lorikeets classroom, our learning journey has 
been guided by the belief that children learn best when they 
are given the freedom to explore, create, investigate, and 
express their own ideas. Throughout our Winter, Who I Am, and 
NAIDOC Week investigations, we intentionally chose not to use 
pre-made templates or technology. Instead, we embraced a 
purely play-based, child-led approach using recycled materials, 
natural resources, and loose parts, allowing every child to 
become an active creator of their own learning.  
 
Rather than asking children to copy a finished example, we 
encouraged them to use their imagination and make their own 
creative decisions. Every piece of artwork reflected each child's 
unique thinking, personality, and understanding. This meant 
that no two creations looked the same, and that was exactly 
our goal. We celebrated the process of learning rather than 
focusing on producing identical end products.  
 
As part of our Winter learning, children explored the changing 
season through art, sensory play, and nature-based 
experiences. Using recycled cardboard, paper, fabric scraps, 
natural materials, and loose parts, they created Winter-inspired 
artworks and investigated different textures, colours, and 
materials. These experiences encouraged children to observe 
their environment, ask questions, and explore the world 
around them through hands-on discovery.  
 
During our Who I Am project, children celebrated their 
individuality by sharing stories about themselves, their families, 
interests, and what makes them special. They created self-
portraits and meaningful artwork using recycled resources 
instead of templates, allowing each child to represent 
themselves in their own unique way. These experiences 
supported children's confidence, self-identity, and sense of 
belonging while encouraging them to value the differences that 
make each person unique.  
 
A highlight of the month was our NAIDOC Week celebrations. 
The children explored Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories, cultures, and traditions through storytelling, music, 
art, dramatic play, and sensory experiences. Rather than using 
commercially prepared craft activities, children created bark 
paintings, collaborative artworks, Aboriginal-inspired handprint 
art, fish weaving, nature collages, and artworks using Aboriginal 
symbols. They explored natural materials such as bark, leaves, 
shells, sticks, stones, flowers, and pinecones, learning about the 
importance of caring for Country and respecting the world's 
oldest continuing cultures.  
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Lorikeets Classroom 

The children also enjoyed listening to Dreaming stories, 
learning local Aboriginal words, singing traditional-inspired 
songs, and participating in music and movement experiences 
that celebrated culture and connection. These meaningful 
experiences encouraged curiosity, respect, empathy, and an 
appreciation for the diverse histories and traditions of 
Australia's First Peoples.  
 
Sustainability also remains an important part of our everyday 
learning. Throughout the month, children reused cardboard, 
paper scraps, bottle tops, fabric pieces, loose parts, and natural 
materials to create, construct, and investigate. They discovered 
that everyday materials could become meaningful learning 
resources when combined with imagination and creativity. This 
approach helped children develop an understanding of 
reducing waste, reusing resources, and caring for the 
environment while also strengthening their creativity and 
problem-solving skills.  
 
By choosing open-ended experiences instead of templates and 
reducing the use of technology, we observed children 
becoming more independent, confident, and engaged in their 
learning. They experimented with different ideas, collaborated 
with friends, communicated with their thinking, and proudly 
shared their unique creations. Most importantly, they 
experienced the joy of creating something that truly belonged 
to them rather than simply copying an example.  
 
We believe that the process of learning is far more valuable 
than the final product. Every brushstroke, collage, 
conversation, question, and discovery tells a story about how 
children think, learn, and grow. By providing opportunities for 
open-ended exploration, we are supporting children to become 
creative thinkers, confident problem-solvers, and capable 
learners who are curious about the world around them.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and for contributing 
recycled materials that enrich our learning environment. We 
look forward to another month of inspiring curiosity, creativity, 
and meaningful play as we continue to learn together. 
 
Versha Dhingra 
Lorikeets Educator 
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Wombats Classroom 

This month, our Wombats children celebrated NAIDOC 
Week, participating in a variety of meaningful learning 
experiences that honoured the histories, cultures, 
achievements, and contributions of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples.  
 
This year's NAIDOC Week theme, "50 Years of Deadly," 
marked an important milestone, celebrating 50 years of 
NAIDOC Week and recognising five decades of strength, 
resilience, culture, leadership, and the achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
During our discussions, the children learnt that the 
word "Deadly" is a positive Aboriginal English term 
meaning excellent, strong, proud, and remarkable, 
helping them understand that this year's theme 
celebrated culture, identity, and the ongoing journey of 
Australia's First Nations Peoples.  
 
Throughout the week, the children explored these ideas 
through storytelling, music, creative arts, and group 
discussions. Together, we discussed the importance of 
respecting Country, caring for the environment, 
listening to stories that have been shared across 
generations, and recognising the many ways culture, 
traditions, and knowledge are passed from one 
generation to the next.  
 
During our group learning sessions, Miss Tila shared a 
collection of Dreamtime stories, including Tiddalick the 
Frog, How the Birds Got Their Colours, The Rainbow 
Serpent, How the Kangaroos Got Their Tails, and How 
the Turtle Got Its Shell. These traditional stories 
introduced important cultural teachings about nature, 
animals, respect, responsibility, and the 
interconnectedness of all living things. The stories also 
encouraged conversations as the children made 
predictions, recalled story events, asked questions, and 
discussed the messages and meanings within each 
story.  
 
Music and movement formed another important part 
of our NAIDOC Week celebrations. The children 
participated in songs celebrating Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures, providing opportunities to 
explore storytelling through music while developing 
listening skills, rhythm, coordination, and an 
appreciation for the role music plays in sharing culture 
and traditions.  
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Wombats Classroom 

One of the highlights of the week was participating in 
our collaborative "Sea of Fish" Challenge. Each child 
created their own fish using recycled cardboard, before 
decorating it with neutral-coloured dot painting 
inspired by traditional Aboriginal art techniques. As 
they painted, we explored how Aboriginal artworks 
often tell stories about Country, animals, family, and 
community through the use of symbols, patterns, and 
colour. Using recycled cardboard also encouraged 
conversations about sustainability and caring for the 
environment. Each completed fish became part of a 
large collaborative display, creating a vibrant Sea of Fish 
that reflected the children's shared learning throughout 
NAIDOC Week.  
 
These experiences supported the children's 
understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures while fostering creativity, language 
development, collaboration, cultural awareness, and 
respect for diversity. NAIDOC Week provided valuable 
opportunities to learn through stories, music, art, and 
shared experiences, and these perspectives will 
continue to be embedded throughout our everyday 
program as we build ongoing respect and appreciation 
for the Traditional Custodians of the land. 
 
Otila Taunuu 
Wombats Educator 
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Outside School Hours Care 

Wow, what an incredible three weeks of Vacation Care 
we had! From beginning to end, our program was filled 
with laughter, creativity, adventure, and meaningful 
connection. It was so special to watch the children walk 
in each day full of excitement, reconnect with familiar 
friends, and build new friendships that grew stronger 
with every shared experience. The sense of belonging 
and community throughout the holidays was truly 
something to celebrate.  

Across the three weeks, our creative spaces were 
always buzzing. The children eagerly explored arts and 
crafts, letting their imaginations lead the way through 
painting, building, and designing. Box construction 
became a standout favourite, with simple materials 
transformed into imaginative creations. Our Paint and 
Sip sessions provided a calm and social space where 
children could relax, express themselves, and take pride 
in their artwork. The Crystal Workshop and Crazy 
Candle Workshop Incursions added an extra layer of 
excitement, giving the children the opportunity to 
create unique keepsakes while learning new skills and 
experimenting with colours and textures.  

Outdoor play was another highlight of our days. We 
made the most of the beautiful weather, spending time 
on the Village Green engaging in active games that 
encouraged teamwork, cooperation, and lots of 
laughter. Trips to the playgrounds gave the children the 
chance to explore, challenge themselves physically, and 
enjoy unstructured play with their friends. These 
moments outdoors were not only fun but also 
supported wellbeing and built confidence in a natural 
and relaxed environment.  

Our incursions brought a wonderful variety of 
experiences right to our door, sparking curiosity and 
enthusiasm in every child. Bricks for Kidz inspired 
creativity and problem-solving as children worked 
together to build and design. Base Zero Rock Climbing 
encouraged resilience and bravery, with children 
supporting one another as they challenged themselves 
to reach new heights. The Ocean Life Weird and 
Wonderful incursion fascinated everyone, offering 
hands-on learning and an opportunity to discover 
marine creatures up close. A visit from Old MacDonald’s 
Farm was a clear highlight, providing a memorable 
experience where the children could interact with 
animals and learn about their care in an engaging and 
meaningful way.  
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Outside School Hours Care 

We also shared some truly special themed days that 
added joy and connection to our program. Celebrating 
National Pyjama Day alongside our Pre-Preps created a 
cosy and fun atmosphere filled with games, laughter, 
and movies. We took time to acknowledge NAIDOC 
Week, engaging in experiences that encouraged 
reflection, learning, and respect for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures. Our Teddy Bears Picnic 
brought smiles all around as the children shared a 
relaxed and imaginative day with their favourite furry 
friends.  

Above all, these three weeks have been about more 
than just activities. They have been about growth, 
connection, and the creation of lasting memories. 
Whether it was trying something new, building 
confidence, working together, or simply enjoying time 
with friends, each child contributed to the warm and 
inclusive environment that made this program so 
special.  

We have enjoyed welcoming everyone back for Term 3 
for more exciting adventures.  

Bec Rogers 
OSHC Coordinator 
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Educational Leadership 

 
 
On June 30, families would have received their child’s Summative Assessment through their Xplor Home app. These 
assessments provide a valuable snapshot of each child's learning, development and progress throughout the first 
half of the year.  

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) outlines that assessment in kindergarten is an 
ongoing process that helps educators understand and support children’s learning and development. A summative 
assessment brings together information gathered through observations, conversations, learning stories, work 
samples and everyday interactions to provide an overall picture of a child's strengths, interests and areas of growth.   

These assessments are aligned with the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline (QKLG) and focus on 
children’s learning and development across the key areas of:  

• Identity  

• Connectedness  

• Wellbeing  

• Active Learning  

• Communicating  

The purpose of a summative assessment is to celebrate each child's unique learning journey, acknowledge their 
achievements, and inform future planning to support their ongoing growth and development. It also provides an 
opportunity for families and educators to work together in understanding and supporting children's learning.   

We encourage families to take some time to read through their child's assessment and reflect on the wonderful 
progress they have made so far this year.  

If you have any questions about your child’s Summative Assessment, please don't hesitate to speak with your child's 
Early Childhood Teacher, Tegan Carroll, or myself. We are always happy to discuss your child's learning and 
development and support you in understanding the assessment process.  

Tegan Findlay 
Educational Leader 
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What’s On in Our Community 

 

Gold Coast Show 
The 119th Gold Coast Show is set to transform the 
Broadwater Parklands into the Gold Coast's biggest 
celebration of family fun, entertainment and 
community!  

This year's Gold Coast Show promises its biggest and 
most exciting program yet, with new attractions, 
expanded entertainment and more reasons than ever 
for families to spend the entire day and night at the 
Show.  

For the first time ever, visitors will be treated to the 
spectacular Gold Coast Show Fireworks every single 
night, with the skies above the Broadwater lighting up 
at 6:45pm on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

As Australia's only major agricultural show staged on the waterfront, the Gold Coast Show proudly supports more 
than 300 exhibitors and stallholders, over 100 specialist contractors, and hundreds of casual staff and volunteers, 
making a significant contribution to the local economy while delivering one of the city's most treasured annual 
events.  

For more information, visit the Gold Coast Show website. 

Getting there: Consider using public transport or active travel. Plan your trip with Translink's journey planner. 

Parking may be limited. For metered parking, use the EasyPark app to start, end, and extend your parking direct 
from your phone to avoid fines. For more information visit City of Gold Coast's Parking page. 

Price: Free 

When: 9:00am on Friday, 28 August to 9:00pm on Sunday, 30 August 

Where: Broadwater Parklands, Marine Parade, Southport, 4215 

Contact: Gold Coast Show Society on 5504 5587 or com@goldcoastshow.com.au  

 
 

 

https://goldcoastshow.com.au/
https://jp.translink.com.au/plan-your-journey/journey-planner
https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/Services/Roads-transport-parking/Parking
mailto:com@goldcoastshow.com.au
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Support Network 

 

Screen Time and Digital Technology Use 
Screen time and digital technology use can be part of a healthy lifestyle when they’re balanced with other activities 
that are good for your child’s development. These activities include physical play, outdoor play, creative play, 
reading, and socialising with family and friends. Getting the right balance also includes making sure screen time 
doesn’t interfere with sleep. Our tips can help you encourage your child to use digital technology in balanced and 
healthy ways.  

Your choices about screen time and digital technology use influence the way your child uses screens.    

1. Make rules about screen time and digital technology use  

You can help your child balance screen time and digital technology use with other activities. One of the best ways 
to do this is by working together on family rules or a family media plan. Your rules and plan will work best if they 
apply to everyone in the family, including you. You could consider family rules for things like the following:  

• Where your child can use digital technology – for example, this might be only in family rooms and not in 
bedrooms or the car.  

• When your child can use digital technology – for example, mealtimes are free of TV, computers and 
phones, or no screen use in the hour before bedtime.  

• How your child can use digital technology – for example, this might be to play a dance competition game 
or a puzzle app, but not to watch online videos.  

• How your child can stay safe online – for example, this might be letting you know if they come across 
something that makes them feel uncomfortable or scared.  

It’s OK if your rules include time limits to help your child balance screen time with other things like physical activity. 
For example, it might help to know that Australian physical activity guidelines say preschoolers should be active for 
at least 3 hours a day.  

2. Aim for short screen time sessions  

It’s good for your child to have short screen time sessions and take regular breaks, especially if they’re sitting or 
lying down while watching or playing. Getting up and moving around is important for your child’s energy levels, 
development, sleep, and overall health and wellbeing. Options to help with this include:  

• using a timer to set breaks  
• doing something active when the timer ends, like playing outside  
• using natural breaks – for example, seeing who can do the most star jumps during an ad break.  

3. Get your child moving, especially outside  

It’s a good idea to encourage your child to play outside several times a day. At this age, outdoor play can include:  

• playing games of chasey, hide-and-seek or kick-to-kick  
• crawling through tunnels or climbing over fallen trees  
• playing with a ball  
• building a castle out of boxes, clothes baskets, outdoor play equipment or furniture. 
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Support Network 

 
4. Imagine and create  

Creative activities like telling stories, dressing up or drawing are good for your child’s development. Activities 
like these help your child learn how to experiment, communicate, think and solve problems. Reading and 
storytelling with your preschooler promotes brain development and imagination, teaches your child about 
language and emotions, and strengthens your relationship with your child.  

5. Encourage play and friendship with others  

When children play face to face with others, they develop important life and social skills. These include getting 
along with other people, making and maintaining friendships, sharing and taking turns, being independent, and 
learning how to sort out conflicts and problems. You can encourage preschooler friendships by arranging 
playdates with other children. Playgroups can also give your child the opportunity to learn how to play with 
other children.  

6. Avoid screen time and digital technology use before bed  

Preschoolers need plenty of sleep – 10-13 hours a night. Screen time and digital technology use before bed can 
affect how quickly your child falls asleep and how well they sleep. If your child avoids phones, tablets, computer 
screens or TV in the hour before bed, your child is likely to get to sleep more quickly and sleep better.  

7. Keep digital technology out of bedrooms at night  

If you keep mobile phones and other devices out of your child’s bedroom at night, your child won’t be able to 
play games after lights out. This can also stop your child being disturbed in the night by messages and 
notifications. 

Source: Raising Children Network - Healthy Screen Time  

 
 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/healthy-screen-time-2-5-years
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Recipe of the Month 

 

Pizza Rolls with Spinach Cheese 
 

Ingredients  

• 1 cup baby spinach, roughly cut or 

chopped 

• 400g pizza dough 

• ¾ cup pizza sauce   

• 2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 

• ¼ grated Parmesan cheese 

Method   

1. Preheat the oven to 200 degrees and 

grease a missing tin very well, including around the top of each cup 

2. Stretch the dough into a 30cm x 40cm rectangle on a piece of baking paper 

3. Spread pizza sauce over the dough to cover, then sprinkle on the spinach, mozzarella and 

Parmesan. Starting on one long side, roll the dough up carefully and fairly tightly to enclose the 

toppings 

4. Use a serrated knife to cut into 12 even slices 

5. Place each slice into a prepared muffin cup and bake for 22-26 minutes until the dough is baked 

through, the cheese is melted and the goods are golden 

6. Let cool for 3-5 minutes in the pan to allow the cheese to firm up slightly, then it’s ready to 

serve!   

 

 

 


