
 

 

Academic Academy: Selection & Identification Process 

At A.B. Paterson College, we passionately believe that all children have gifts and talents and so the College 
offers a wide variety of academic enrichment opportunities for all our students. One such opportunity is 
the Honours Program, which is an invitation-only academic extension and enrichment program for our 
Gifted and academically excellent students i.e., “up to 10% of students in a class are gifted and talented” 
(ACARA Meeting the needs of gifted and talented students | The Australian Curriculum (Version 8.4). 
 
What is Gifted and Talented (GAT) Education? 
 
In Education, “Giftedness [is defined as] potential that is distinctly above average in one or more domains 
of ability and talent refers to performance that is distinctly above average in one or more fields… to a 
degree that places an individual at least among the top 10% of his or her age peers” (ACARA Meeting the 
needs of gifted and talented students | The Australian Curriculum  (Version 8.4); Francoys Gagne, 1999). 
 
How are Honours students identified & selected? 
 
At the College, the students, who are invited into the Honours Program are identified and selected by an 
external consultant, in consultation with the Head of Academic Academy and the Heads of Faculty. 
 
Selection is based primarily on objective data; with subjective input from teachers, students and parents 
also considered. 
 
Objective data may include: 
 
1. Individualised psychometric assessment e.g., standardised IQ tests (such as the WISC and Stanford-

Binet. Please note: students will only have a WISC if a psychologist has administered one. They are 
not required otherwise). 

2. Internally administered standardised, ability and achievement tests testing e.g., the AGAT (ACER 
General Ability Test), the AAS (Academic Assessment Services) and/or the CogAT (Cognitive Abilities 
test). 

3. AGAT Verbal Reasoning test scores (so as to identify strengths within higher order thinking and 
verbal reasoning skills). 

4. Achievement and ability standardised testing e.g., PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests in Reading 
and Numeracy), SPM (Raven’s Standard Progressive Matrices), TOLA (ACER Test of Learning Ability), 
ASET (Academic Selective Entrance Test) etc. 

5. NAPLAN results/bands/proficiency standards in Reading, Writing and Numeracy. 
6. Academic Selective Entrance Results e.g., the Academic Scholarship ACER test. 
7. Prior participation in Extension programs e.g., Honours Program, Academic Extension, PEAC, GATE, 

HOTs, Queensland Academies (QA) etc. 
8. Academic achievement and teacher observations as documented in School Reports. 
9. Awards e.g., Academic Excellence Awards and Subject Awards from schools. 
10. High performance in academic competitions (e.g., Australian Maths Competition, Lego League, 

Future Problem Solving, Debating, Creative Writing Competitions, Ethics Olympiad, da Vinci 
Decathlon, Tournament of Minds etc.). 

11. History of off-level testing and/or accelerated learning (e.g., grade-skipping). 
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Subjective data used may include: 
 
1. Teacher observations, report comments and input. 
2. Parent feedback. 
3. Student input. 
4. Research-based Gifted Characteristics Checklists. 
 
 
*Please note: as the objective data of all the College’s students is reviewed in this process, including all 
students from all classes, this identification and selection process aims to be as evidence-based and 
objective as possible. 
 
 
Further information is available on the College website at: 
https://www.abpat.qld.edu.au/learning/academic-academy 
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