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e 4 August — National
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Islander Children’s Day

e 9 August — Science Week
Begins

e 12 August — Professor
Jellybean Show

e 29 August — Gold Coast
Show (Service Closed)
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Being literate is the capacity, confidence and disposition to use language
in all its forms through written, oral, visual and auditory channels. The
Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline (QKLG) states, “Building
language and literacy capabilities — including self-expression,
comprehension, vocabulary, and phonological and phonemic awareness —
supports children to become effective communicators. Children interact,
listen, speak, create, write, view and engage with a range of texts in
personally meaningful ways to make meaning from the world around
them.”

In tandem with our weekly visits to the Lilly Pilly Library, Banjo and Friends
proudly embraces a calendar rich with intentional and spontaneous
literacy celebrations, including National Simultaneous Storytime, Book
Week, and the Premier’s Reading Challenge. We aim to build upon
children’s existing language and literacy experiences within their families
and communities, expanding their social worlds to include educators,
peers, and others who support meaningful, everyday interactions.
Fostering positive attitudes and foundational competencies in literacy
during these formative years is essential for lifelong learning success.

To deepen educator expertise, we recently partnered with Speech for
Kids for targeted professional development in speech and communication
milestones, cultural and linguistic
diversity, multilingualism, and
multimodal communication. In an
effort to extend this learning with our
community, Miss Jo has been busy
creating Banjo’s Library!

Located at the end of the hallway,
each child is welcome to peruse and
borrow one book overnight and
return it the morning of their next Pre-
Prep attendance. Not only does
reading with your child each evening
strengthen their language and
literacy, cognitive, social, and
imagination skills, but it also creates special moments of closeness with
caregivers, provides comfort and routine, and helps children to process
emotions. Visit Banjo’s Library today, and happy reading!

Tegan Carroll
Assistant Director of Early Learning
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As adults, reflection is a natural part of our daily rhythm. We
pause to think about what went well, what didn’t, and how we
might do things differently next time, whether it’s planning a
meal or navigating a difficult conversation. But reflection isn’t
just for grown-ups! Children are surprisingly capable of
reflective thinking, too. As educators, it’s our privilege and
responsibility to help them recognise, express, and build upon
it.

Children reflect in ways that may not look like traditional self-
evaluation, but through play, conversation, and curiosity, they
naturally assess and respond to their experiences. Our role is to
scaffold this process: we help children verbalise their thoughts,
make sense of their feelings, and see connections in their
learning. For example, when a child says, “l couldn’t get the
block tower on to the table,” we can guide them by asking,
“What do you think would help next time?” or “What did you
notice about the blocks when they fell?”

By encouraging reflection, we help children develop critical
thinking skills. They begin to assess situations, solve problems
creatively, and understand that their ideas have value. This is
the foundation for lifelong learning and personal growth.

In the afternoon, | like to sit with one individual child and ask
them about their day, and they help me record this by drawing
pictures and answering my questions. Children’s reflections
offer rich insights into their interests, strengths, and challenges.
When we listen closely, we uncover what they’re passionate
about, what puzzles them, and what excites them. These
glimpses into their little worlds are incredibly useful for
planning and programming.

For instance, a simple conversation between two children that
sounded like this the other day, “I would go in a rocket and fly
to Mars” followed by a response of “l would go to Australia” by
the second child, inspired an entire inquiry about Space,
tailored to their curiosity. Similarly, noticing that children often
mention feelings of frustration or pride during group play can
guide us in designing social-emotional learning experiences.

Helping children reflect is not just about improving activities.
It’s about nurturing thoughtful, empowered learners who feel
seen and heard. It reminds us that the Pre-Prep classroom is
not just a place of play, but a vibrant community of thinkers,
dreamers, and explorers. We will keep listening. We will keep
wondering. We will continue shaping our curriculum through
the reflections of the very children it’s designed for.
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Kangaroos Classroom

| asked some of the Kangaroos children some reflective
guestions recently and this is what they shared. Out of the
mouths of babes!

Q - What is something you can do now that you couldn’t do
at the start of the year?

e  “llearnt about ABCD, but we haven’t done Z yet. It’s after
Y,” said Luka C.

e  “lcan use scissors now. It's not tricky for me now. Miss Jo
gave me some homework and Dad helped me at home
too,” said Ezekiel.

e  “| can write my name. |'ve been practising for a very long
time. Now I'm learning my surname and that’s tricky,” said
Max.

e “| eat some Kindy food. | like pasta, bread, yoghurt,
crackers and | might try some carrot,” said Arvid.

e “l know how to say Japanese, like konnichiwa (hello),
murasaki (purple), orenji (orange), ao (blue) and ringo
(apple),” said Emilia.

Q - What is your favourite thing you’ve learned so far this
year?

e “l'loved when we read The Gruffalo book and then | made
one with brown paper and purple spikes and he had a
green wart on his nose,” said Sienna.

e  “Sharks are very big, and they eat sea horses, star fish and
fish!” said Tatiana.

e  “llearnt about B-Double Tri-axle trucks when we read The
Truck Cat,” said Ruby.

e “| learnt how to look after patients when | played in the
hospital play area. | learnt how to answer the phone and
dress the babies too,” said Aspen.

Q - What do you most enjoy doing at Banjo and Friends?

e “| love doing puzzles and finding all the pieces that stick
together,” said Liliana.

e  “llike to dress up outside as a Ninja Turtle all by myself,”
said Arlo.

e  “Playing with the Kinetic Sand because it is sandy and it
makes a satisfying sound when you use sharp things,” said
Shakthi.

o  “llike playing with play dough. | can make butterflies,” said
Amelia.

e “| love playing with magnets. | build tall towers. They
almost touch the roof. Sometimes | make them too tall,
and they fall over,” said Billie.
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“] like when Miss Jo reads us stories. | liked the
goat one (Three Billy Goat’s Gruff),” said Kian.

“l like the sandpit because | like making food. |
make chocolate cake with Leah,” said Finn.

“I like playing with my friends. Tatiana goes on the
slide with me,” said Kimberly.

Q — What’s something kind you’ve done for someone
this year?

“I helped Ezekiel make cakes in the sand pit,” said
Robyn.

“I always help people make their beds because
they try hard. I’'m very fast at making my bed,” said
Mei Xi.

“I push down the papers in the bin when it’s too
full,” said Leah.

“Sienna and | did a painting. | helped her put on her
red paint shirt,” said Noyan.

“I' help my friends sit down on the slide because
they don’t know how to ride the slide,” said
Katerina.

Q - Can you think of something tricky that you have
figured out this year?

“I can do tricky puzzles now. Elijah and | are a
team, and we do it together,” said Tahlia.
“I'learnt to hop on one foot. | practised and
practised and then | got it!” said Elijah.

“I can write my big name now. It’s Oliver James
Stopel. Stopel is my last name. James is my
middle name. What’s your middle name?” said
Oliver.

“I can make my bed at Kindy now. You have to
use the right side and then | can put my sheet
on,” said Zuhaan.

“l couldn’t do tennis before, but now | can. Mr.
John teaches me how to hit the balls,” said Alex.

Miss Jo
Kangaroos Early Childhood Teacher

—
s
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This month has been an exciting journey through culture, connection,
and creativity in the Lorikeets classroom. We’ve been diving into rich
cultural experiences through play, music, movement, storytelling, and
art, nurturing not only knowledge but also kindness, empathy, and
identity. From NAIDOC Week celebrations to National Pyjama Day,
our Lorikeets have shown how powerful young minds can be when
they’re supported to learn, explore and express themselves.

Learning Through Culture and Play

Children are curious learners, and one of the most natural ways they
understand the world is through play. In our classroom, we’ve
embraced this by thoughtfully embedding cultural learning into daily
experiences. Our little explorers have:

e  Sungsongs from different cultures, including the beloved Inanay,
a Torres Strait Islander lullaby.

e Read First Nations stories like Finding Our Heart by Thomas
Mayor and You and Me: Our Place by Leonie Norrington.

e Celebrated NAIDOC Week under the theme “The Next
Generation: Strength, Vision & Legacy”, through storytelling,
music, art, and outdoor discovery.

e Engaged in creative activities like Aboriginal symbol play, yarn
stick weaving, leaf painting, and dot art, honouring traditional
practices in child-friendly ways.

e Played with dolls and dress-ups from many cultures, encouraging
inclusive and imaginative role play.

e  Explored language through the ELLA app and recognised global
objects in “Polyglots in the Town.”

These activities promote more than just fun —they’re helping children
connect with the world, appreciate differences, and build a strong
sense of identity and belonging.

Connecting with Country

Our learning continues to be grounded in respect for the land on
which we live, learn, and play. This month, the children took great
pride in observing the growth of the plants in our Bush Tucker Garden
and taking the lead in watering the parsley and onions, demonstrating
a beautiful example of active care, responsibility, and connection to
Country. We’ve also extended this connection through:

e  Bush play and nature exploration outdoors.

e  Watching Little J and Big Cuz, a culturally rich show that
highlights First Nations perspectives.

e  Yarning circles and storytelling sessions that invite listening,
sharing, and respecting one another.
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These experiences support children in developing cultural
competence, which is the ability to understand and respectfully
interact across cultures, and aligns with the Queensland
Kindergarten Learning Guidelines, Early Years Learning Framework
and the National Quality Standards.

Why Cultural Exploration Matters

Engaging in cultural play supports children’s development in many
ways:

e  Empathy and Respect: Learning about others helps children
understand and value diversity.

e  Social Skills: Working together builds communication,
cooperation, and teamwork.

e  Cognitive Growth: Exploring global topics enhances problem-
solving, memory, and curiosity.

e Language Development: Children encounter new vocabulary,
accents, and expressions.

e |dentity Building: Cultural play connects children with their
own heritage and builds confidence.

Through everyday experiences, from songs and cooking to
gardening and storytelling, our Lorikeets are developing skills that
will help them become inclusive, thoughtful, and capable global
citizens.

Looking Ahead

In the coming months, we will continue to explore culture and
community through:

e  Upcoming cultural celebrations such as Diwali, Children’s
Week, and Indigenous Literacy Day.

e  More nature-based learning in our garden and outdoor
spaces.

e  Visits and incursions that deepen our understanding of First
Nations culture.

e  Ongoing use of the ELLA App, which continues to foster
Japanese language and cultural curiosity.

Your children continue to amaze us with their empathy, creativity,
and confidence. We are proud to walk alongside them as they
learn more about themselves, one another, and the incredible
world we all share.

Miss Kristy
Lorikeets Early Childhood Teacher
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At Banjo and Friends, we had an absolute blast during NAIDOC
Week 2025! This is truly one of my favourite weeks in the year
— an entire week immersed in the teachings, wisdom, and
vibrancy of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.

Held annually in early July, NAIDOC Week celebrates over
60,000 years of culture and achievements by First Nations
peoples. The 2025 theme, “The Next Generation: Strength,
Vision & Legacy,” honours the strength of Elders, the
knowledge of ancestors, and the bold leadership of young
Indigenous Australians shaping tomorrow. What began as a call
for justice has grown into a national celebration of art,
language, music, storytelling, and resilience.

Did you know that before European colonisation, more than
250 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages were
spoken across Australia, encompassing over 500 distinct
dialects? Today, around 150 of these languages are still actively
spoken, including Bundjalung, the broader language group that
our local Yugambeh dialect belongs to. Other examples of
languages include Wiradjuri, Pitjantjatjara, and Yawuru. Sadly,
many of these languages are now endangered. That’s why this
week was such a valuable opportunity to honour their beauty
and help keep them alive through exposure and celebration.

Each day, we listened to children’s songs in different languages,
delighting in the unique sounds and rhythms. We also read
books by Aboriginal authors that included language highlights
and cultural knowledge, helping our Wombats build respectful
understanding and connection.

Outdoors, we dug into the soil and our hearts by planting Native
Hibiscus, Red Pig Face, and Little John in our garden bed. These
plants will support local wildlife and teach us about caring for
Country. Fingers crossed we’ll soon welcome native bees,
butterflies, and birds into our playground!

Creative expression was alive and thriving in our classroom
during NAIDOC week! The children engaged in meaningful art-
making inspired by our cultural explorations and learning. We
created “Thank You Circles”, a beautiful reflection of gratitude
and community, where each child expressed appreciation for
people, places, and moments that matter to them. Our playful
Mudcrab crafts celebrated the rich ecosystems and animal
stories central to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
storytelling, sparking conversations about connection to land
and sea.
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We also crafted Black Cockatoos in a Tree, using leaves collected
from our playground to bring texture and authenticity to our
work. This activity deepened our understanding of themes
from Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing’s book “Walk with Us”,
reinforcing the importance of respect, observation, and care for
Country. These creative experiences not only nurtured artistic
skills but also strengthened cultural awareness and emotional
expression in a joyful, hands-on way.

Want to explore more at home? Here are some simple and
meaningful ways to continue learning as a family:

e Read stories and dreamtime stories by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children’s authors like Bronwyn
Bancroft or Gregg Dreise

e Learn greetings and words in local Yugambeh dialect

e  Try a bush tucker recipe using lemon myrtle or wattle seed

e  Make nature-inspired art and craft

e  Enjoy music by Aboriginal artists, such as Emily Wurramara

e  Take nature walks and talk about the land as living Country

e  Grow native plants or herbs together

e  Watch Little J & Big Cuz on ABC Kids or explore NITV
together

We're proud of our Wombats for their curiosity and kindness
throughout this powerful week. Thank you for walking beside us
on this learning journey. Together, we’re raising hearts full of
empathy, understanding, and respect.

Miss Miia | Wombats Early Childhood Teacher
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What a whirlwind of fun, laughter, and creativity we
had during our incredible 3-week Vacation Care
program! From thrilling incursions to imaginative play
and everything in between, our OSHC community truly
made the most of every moment.

We were lucky to host three amazing incursions that
brought energy and excitement to our days. Rock
Climbing was a huge hit! The children got to challenge
themselves on a mobile rock-climbing wall, testing their
strength, balance, and bravery. With harnesses on and
helmets secured, they climbed to new heights...
literally! It was amazing to see everyone encouraging
each other and celebrating every achievement, big or
small.

Imagine soccer...but inside giant inflatable bubbles! This
one was full of laughter and bouncing chaos. Children
rolled, bumped, and tumbled their way around the
Village Green. It was a perfect way to burn off energy,
and the giggles were non-stop.

The circus also came to OSHC! This hands-on workshop
gave the children the chance to try out juggling,
balancing, plate spinning, and even a bit of clowning
around. It was all about discovering new skills in a
relaxed and playful environment. The children loved
learning tricks and performing for their friends, and it
was a great way to build confidence and creativity.

Our time in the MPC was a highlight! Miss Brooke led
some fantastic group games that had everyone
laughing, moving, and working together, like Red Light
Green Light, team challenges, and dodge ball. We also
had loads of free play time where the children could
choose their own adventure: shooting hoops with
basketballs, spinning hula hoops, balancing on beams,
bouncing handballs, and playing with the giant
parachute. It was a great mix of structured fun and
freedom to explore, helping everyone feel included,
active, and part of the OSHC community.

Our talent show was a spectacular. We saw singing,
dancing, magic tricks, gymnastics, joke telling, Rubik’s
cube challenges and acting and much more. Everyone
was so encouraging and respectful, making it a safe
space for the children to shine.

Messy Day is an all-time favourite, and our box
construction projects turned recyclables into robots,
dioramas, houses for labubu pets, go karts and cars, and
more. Our arts and crafts corner was buzzing with
imagination daily.

Page 9




Outside School Hours Care

We got festive with a fun-filled Christmas in
July celebration! Children enjoyed making Christmas-
themed crafts, watching holiday movies, and dressing
up in their favourite festive outfits. It was a joyful way
to bring some mid-year magic into our days and
celebrate together.

We rolled our own sushi, blended delicious smoothies,
and enjoyed lunch on the Village Green. We also had
fun joining the Pre-Prep children for National Pyjama
Day, cozy and comfy in our PJs while supporting a
special cause.

We are so proud of our OSHC community that we have
built together, and we can’t wait to continue this
journey of being, belonging, and becoming over Term
3!

Miss Bec
OSHC Coordinator
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What'’s On in Our Community

Little Nature Lovers

Join us for a fun-filled adventure at the stunning Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens! Designed especially for
young nature lovers, the session includes an interactive nature walk, hands-on activity, and a delightful story time
in the great outdoors. Discover what makes our environment so special while sparking curiosity and creativity in
little explorers.

Important information before registering:

e Suitable for ages 3 to 5 years, adult supervision required
e Thisis an outdoor event
e Further location details are within confirmation email as you scroll down

e Unfortunately, we are unable to accept large group bookings or vacation care groups.

Ticket registration: You must secure a ticket for all children and supervising adults attending. If you can't secure all
the ticket types you require at the time of registration, please do not book. Each workshop is set to a maximum
capacity. Do not book children on adult tickets.

Looking for further information? View answers to our Frequently Asked Questions regarding event location details,
ticket registrations, age limits, group bookings, event capacities and more.

Getting there: Consider using public transport or active travel. Plan your trip with Translink's journey planner.
Parking may be limited. For metered parking, use the EasyPark app to start, end, and extend your parking direct
from your phone to avoid fines. For more information visit City of Gold Coast's Parking page.

Price: Free
When: Thursday, 21 August from 10:00am-11:00am

Where: Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens, Benowa (Specific details included within confirmation email)
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School Readiness

As we step into the second half of the year, it’s hard to believe we are just two terms away from celebrating your
child’s graduation from Pre-Prep! What an incredible journey it has been so far, watching them grow, explore, and
blossom in confidence. With Prep just around the corner, now is the perfect time to start gently preparing for this
exciting new chapter. You might have questions like “What can | do to assist my child to be ready for next year?”
“How many numbers do they need to be able to count?” “Should | teach them to read?” In this article, we’ll share
what “school readiness” really means and how you can support your child to feel confident, capable, and ready to
thrive in their first year of formal schooling.

What is school readiness?

School readiness refers to whether a child is ready to make an easy and successful transition into school. School
readiness can be actively facilitated with a little forward planning to ensure that children regularly participate in
activities that develop the appropriate skills required to help optimal learning when they start school. While many
people think of academics (e.g. writing their name, counting to 10) as the important school readiness skills, school
readiness actually refers to a much broader range of skills. In addition to some academic basics, school readiness
skills also include self-care (independent toileting and opening lunch boxes), attention and concentration, physical
skills (e.g. having the endurance to sit upright for an entire school day), emotional regulation, language skills and
play and social skills.

How can families help?

1. Boostindependence
o  Encourage skills like packing and carrying their bag and managing toileting, dressing, shoes, and water
2. Establish routines
o Regular bedtime, healthy breakfast, school-readiness checklists, and daily play build security and
confidence
3. Support social-emotional growth
o  Practice turn-taking, listening, and expressing feelings through story time, role-play, playdates, and calm
discussions
4. Foster early literacy and numeracy
o Share stories, draw, play with writing or symbols, count objects, sort shapes, activities rich in emerging
literacy build foundational skills
5. Encourage physical development
o  Outdoor play, climbing, cutting with scissors, all support motor skills vital for school classroom needs

As we look ahead to the exciting milestone of starting school, it’s important to remember that every child develops
at their own pace and that’s perfectly okay. With your love, encouragement, and support, your child will continue
to grow in confidence and independence, ready to embrace the challenges and joys of Prep. Together, we can make
this transition a positive and successful experience for both children and families. Please don’t hesitate to reach
out if you have any questions or would like to chat more about your child’s journey toward school readiness. We
are here for you every step of the way!

Sources:

e  https://childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/school-readiness/
e  https://www.qgld.gov.au/education/earlychildhood/prep/preparing

Page 12


https://childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/school-readiness/
https://www.qld.gov.au/education/earlychildhood/prep/preparing

Recipe of the Month

Homemade Quick Dips

Beetroot Dip

Ingredients:
e 2 x450g cans diced beetroot, drained
e 400g natural Greek yoghurt
e Y cup lemon juice
e 1 tspground cumin
e 1 tsp ground coriander

Method: Combine ingredients in a food processor or with a bar mix until smooth.

White Bean Dip

Ingredients:
e 2 x400g cans cannellini beans, drained
e 2 tbsp lemon juice
e Y cup extra virgin olive oil
e 2 tsp crushed garlic
e Y cup pesto (optional)

Method: Combine all ingredients in a food processor or with a bar mix until smooth. Add pesto fora different
flavoured dip.

Guacamole

Ingredients:
e 3 xlarge ripe avocados
e 1lime, juiced
e 1 xtomato, finely diced
e 1/4 small red onion, finely diced (optional)
e 2 sprigs fresh coriander, chopped (optional)

Method: Scoop out avocado into bowl, stir through lime juice and mash. Stir through tomato, red onion, and
coriander (if using).
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