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SUBJECT SELECTION OVERVIEW

By the time students are ready to enter Year 9, they should have experienced a wide variety of subjects in
their younger years. Academically, students have gained valuable insight into subjects and skills on offer
which now should be used to make choices about the pathway they want to follow in education. Year 9
and 10 curriculum offerings at A.B. Paterson College will allow students the opportunity to narrow the
range of subjects they study, but also allow students to keep their options open to be well prepared for
their future.

During the process of subject selection in these years, students, parents and guardians should remember
that selections should be based on what appears to be the right choice at this point in time. As time
progresses, changes can be made if an inappropriate choice has been made. However, a wise and realistic
choice of subjects, should make a change of subject unnecessary.

With the recent change to the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), new subjects and selection
processes will be implemented. Subjects offered will provide many pathways for students to be successful
in the future, in addition they will provide students with a variety of 21%* century skills and transverse
competencies, which can be utilised in any career pathway.

There will be core and elective subjects offered to students. Year 9 students will complete 5 core subjects
and select 3 elective subjects for the year. Core subjects include, English, Mathematics, Health and Physical
Education, History, and Science. Electives offered are outlined further in this document.

Students are advised to choose subjects that they enjoy, and in which they have already experienced
reasonable success. Studying a range of subjects will broaden options in the future — few adolescents know
precisely what career they want to follow in the next few years; with many future careers still not clearly
understood in our ever-changing world.

It will not be possible to offer every subject combination. Obviously, too many or too few requests for a
given subject could present problems. The College reserves the right to not offer subjects if student
numbers are too low. This could mean that a subject may not be offered; additionally, it could mean that
numbers are restricted to one class only.

This handbook contains valuable information about the subjects/courses on offer. Use this information to
assist with the subject selection process. Students will make their selections via a preference system,
which will be made available in mid- Term 2.



AB. PATERSON

YEAR 9 ELECTIVE LINES, 2026

LINE 1 LINE 2 LINE 3

DANCE MEDIA ARTS DRAMA

DRAMA mMusIc VISUAL ART

MEDIA ARTS VISUAL ART DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
music DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES
VISUAL ART DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES FOOD TECHNOLOGY
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES FOOD TECHNOLOGY JAPANESE

DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES JAPANESE SPANISH

FOOD TECHNOLOGY SPANISH

Students will study three different elective subjects. Students will be asked to choose their
three main preferences, and a back-up second preference, from the subjects listed.

Should a particular preference not be available (usually due to over or under subscription)
then next preference in order will be allocated.

Please note: the final make-up of these Lines may differ to what is shown above, depending on
student interest.



The Arts Faculty



Subject

DANCE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55614105

Why study Dance?

The study of Dance develops individuals who are culturally
sensitive, creative, complex and reflective thinkers. It uses the
body as an instrument for expression and communication of
ideas and encourages the holistic development of a person.
Students of Dance learn how to critically examine and reflect on
their world through higher order thinking and movement,
whilst engaging in creative and critical thinking. Self-confidence
is also developed alongside an awareness of, and respect for,
the body.

Year 9 Course outline

Dance to Empower

In this unit, students will explore historical figures and events
that have shaped contemporary society in both positive and
negative ways. Students will explore, practice, manipulate and
analyse chosen people and events, and how dance can express
a selected viewpoint. They will develop their understanding of
how the elements, concepts and skills of dance, are
manipulated to convey moods, attitudes, influences and
conditions that existed in people and events from history.
Students will develop skills in choreography, performance and
responding to the work of others.

Dance to Embody

In this unit, students will study lyrical dance styles and genres,
along with how to utilise props to effectively communicate
meaning. They will develop style-specific skills and techniques
in how to manipulate props to further the meaning of their own
dance, as well as analyse and evaluate how and why props have
been used in the choreography of others. Students will continue
their development of skills in choreography, performance and
responding to the work of others.
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Subject

DRAMA

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au Telephone: 07
55614105

Why study Drama?

Students often think Drama is a subject just for aspiring actors
and directors, however, it's so much more than that! Future
journalists, lawyers and business leaders for example, all need
to know how to speak and present with confidence as well as
develop creative and critical thinking and improve their
planning, performance and teamwork skills. Drama serves as a
great boost for a career in the theatre or film
industry, advertising, journalism, law, event planning and so
much more.

Year 9 Course outline

The Muse of Comedy

In this unit, students will study styles of Drama that are
appealing and engaging. They will create and express characters
and events to effectively communicate the dramatic meaning of
their performance work. Students will learn how their voice and
physical attributes can be represented within a performance
and how to draw reactions from an audience. They will learn
how to think on their feet by developing improvisation skills, as
well as how to devise and present scripted Drama. Students will
have many opportunities to respond to drama by understanding
how the dramatic languages create meaning. They will develop
their skills in creating, presenting, and responding to the work
of others.

The Muse of Tragedy

In Drama, themes are explored within a performance to portray
a message that the audience will understand. This is achieved
through the use of elements such as character, focus, mood,
movement and tension. In Drama, students create and present
topical issues that allow the audience to think, reflect and
educate others. In this unit, students will explore how to convey
such a message through dramatic styles and forms such as
Documentary and Collage drama. Students will again have many
opportunities to respond to the dramatic works of others to
understand how meaning is communicated.
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Subject

MUSIC

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.gld.edu.au Telephone: 07
55614105

Why study Music?

Music is a unique art form that uses sound and silence as a means
of personal expression. It allows for the expression of the intellect,
imagination and emotion, and the exploration of values. The
study of Music combines the development of cognitive,
psychomotor and affective domains through making and
responding to music. In an age of change, Music has the means to
prepare students for a future of unimagined possibilities; they
develop highly transferable skills and the capacity for flexible
thinking and doing. A study of music provides students with
opportunities to develop their intellect and personal growth as
well as the capacity for working independently and
collaboratively.

Year 9 Course outline

Children of the Revolution

In this unit, students will study how music is used to incite change
in the world, both historically and in the present day. They will
learn how to perform music from their preferred genre, compose
music in one of the chosen styles, and understand the intent and
creative process of composers who write with these messages in
mind.

Uncovered

In this unit, students will study covers and sampled music from a
variety of genres across different times, places and cultures.
Students will demonstrate their understanding through
performing, composing and responding to music from styles
studied in class, as well as those of personal interest or
experience.
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Subject

VISUAL ARTS

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Sharyn Walker-Joyce

Email: SWalker-Joyce@abpat.qld.edu.au Telephone: 07
55614105

Why study Visual Art?

In this creative and challenging subject, students use their
imagination and creativity to solve problems and experiment with
visual language. On their individual journey of exploration,
students learn to communicate personal thoughts, feelings, ideas,
experiences and observations. Visual Art fosters curiosity and
imagination and teaches students how to generate and apply new
and creative solutions when problem-solving. This ability to think
in divergent ways and produce creative and expressive responses,
enables future artists, designers and craftspeople to innovate.

Year 9 Course outline

Surrealism — Printmaking

Students will learn about and experiment with the basic principles
of the Art movement of Surrealism. They will create a printmaking
folio that consists of Intaglio and Lino prints.

Winging It — Mixed Media

In this unit, students will learn various mixed media techniques
and will create artworks that challenge them to explore creative
ways of expressing elements.

Gutter Gold - Sculpture

Through developing an understanding of contemporary sculptural
techniques, students will create a sculptural folio exploring
elements and inspirations from nature.

Is there still life in Still Life? — Painting

Students will explore acrylic painting techniques and the steps
involved in developing a successful painting. Students will explore
objects of personal interest.
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Subject

JAPANESE

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Cheyne Sandercoe

Email: CSandercoe@abpat.gld.edu.au Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Japanese?

Did you know that there are more multilingual people living on earth
than those who are simply monolingual? Or that there are over 300
separately identified languages spoken in Australian homes, and more
than one-fifth of Australians speak a language other than English at
home? Learning another language is just more than a statistic from a
census survey — it has become an essential skill in the 21st Century. By
learning a language, you will have the edge over monolingual
candidates, providing you a better chance of recruitment, and this
makes you a more valued employee. Languages can also take your
career international — and those who have studied a second language
will tell you that it is more than learning words and phrases. Cultural
appreciation also gives you a greater understanding when interacting
with others, thus equipping you with the skill of being able to adapt
better in our global society.

At Year 9 level, students bring to their learning existing knowledge of
their studied language and culture and a range of learning strategies.
Activities focus on the use of technology, first-hand experience of the
topics beyond the classroom environment and problem-solving
activities that position intercultural understanding at the centre of
student learning. Students will learn the skills of translation by
collecting and organising information and analysing and evaluating
information. Independent study, guided and facilitated instruction and
collaborative discussion, as well as self-monitoring and reflection are
also components of the language courses.

What part of our lives hasn’t been influenced by Japanese culture,
innovation and inventions? From the cars we drive, the technology we
use, the white goods we buy... even the food we eat! The Japanese
truly are at the forefront of many industries and continue to be our
second biggest overseas trade partners. Japan and Australia have
strong links through educational and cultural exchanges, tourism, trade
and diplomacy, so knowledge of the Japanese language and culture
continues to be a desirable skill for many employers looking for a well-
rounded global citizen. The youth culture of Japan, such as animation,
fashion and design has been embraced by young Australians through
popular media, so why not choose Japanese to compliment your
creative side? With a large number of Japanese nationals living in
Australian, having Japanese in the public service industry — law,
healthcare, education, hospitality, government is highly regarded.
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Year 9 Course outline

Topic 1: Gourmet Guide to Japan

Japanese food has gained popularity throughout the world, and
especially in Australia. In this unit, students explore beyond the sushi
menu to discover that food in Japan is not only traditional, but also very
diverse and international. It is quite common to find Italian, Chinese,
American, Indian and Mexican infused restaurants throughout Japan,
infused with Japanese traditional cooking. For this reason, students will
be introduced to the Katakana script to enable them to read a range of
menus and restaurant promotional materials. During the course of this
unit, students will also have the opportunity to experience Japanese
cuisine firsthand as part of their study.

Topic 2: Find Your Inner Zen

The aim of this unit is for students to be able to evaluate their diet,
exercise and lifestyle in terms of health and then compare the values of
Australians to that of the Japanese. Currently, Japan has the longest life
expectancy in the G7 countries, and students will research the Japanese
philosophy of spiritual health, as well as mental and physical health.
Students will experience traditional practises such as Zazen meditation,
Shinrin-yoku (bathing in rainforest atmosphere) and a healthy
Kyuushoku (Japanese school lunch) cooking demonstration.
Linguistically, students will acquire the language to role-play visiting a
doctor and describe various ailments.

Topic 3: Travel Guides

Where is the best city to visit in Japan? The aim of this unit is for
students to research not only the ‘Big 4’ cities of Japan (Tokyo, Osaka,
Kyoto and Hiroshima) but also the lesser travelled places in order to
make recommendations and suggestions for future travel plans. They
will investigate popular tourist attractions, activities and places,
different styles of transportation and local specialty products and
souvenirs. Linguistically, students will be able to invite someone to do
an activity; or accept or decline an invitation in Japanese. They will be
able to summarise key information to express opinions and acquire
basic language elements to justify their viewpoints.

Topic 4: Gadgets and Gimmicks

The aim of this unit is for students to investigate how aspects of
Japanese culture have made diverse contributions around the world.
Specifically, students will research what Japanese products are
imported to Australia and consider the influence Japanese companies
have over consumer choice in both Australia and Japan. One of Japan’s
strengths has always been in the area of innovation and are renown for
developing new technologies and products. Students will examine the
latest products on the market and learn about the different marketing
strategies used to make us want to purchase a product. Linguistically,
they will develop their descriptive communication skills to give details
about a product’s appearance, use, value and appeal.
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Subject

SPANISH

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

Cheyne Sandercoe

Email: CSandercoe@abpat.gld.edu.au Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Spanish?

Did you know that there are more multilingual people living on earth
than those who are simply monolingual? Or that there are over 300
separately identified languages spoken in Australian homes, and more
than one-fifth of Australians speak a language other than English at
home? Learning another language is just more than a statistic from a
census survey — it has become an essential skill in the 21st Century. By
learning a language, you will have the edge over monolingual
candidates, providing you a better chance of recruitment, and makes
you a more valued employee. Languages can also take your career
international —and those who have studied a second language will tell
you that it is more than learning words and phrases, cultural
appreciation also gives you a greater understanding when interacting
with others, thus equipping you with the skill of being able to adapt
better in our global society.

At Year 9 level, students bring to their learning existing knowledge of
their studied language and culture and a range of learning strategies.
Activities focus on the use of technology, first-hand experience of the
topics beyond the classroom environment and problem-solving
activities that position intercultural understanding at the centre of
student learning. Students will learn the skills of translation by
collecting and organising information and analysing and evaluating
information. Independent study, guided and facilitated instruction and
collaborative discussion, as well as self-monitoring and reflection are
also components of the language courses.

Year 9 Course outline

Topic 1: {Vivan las fiestas! (Long live the celebrations!)

Who doesn’t love a celebration?! In this unit students will be taken on
a journey as they develop a deeper understanding of Hispanic culture
and language through an exploration of the diverse, colourful and at
times passionate world of Spanish-speaking countries’ festivals and
celebrations. Students will identify events and moments in time closer
to home that they themselves hold dear and compare and contrast
these experiences with those similar in the Spanish-speaking world.
Socio-cultural appreciation will be enhanced, as students ponder the
endless possibilities of experiencing Hispanic celebrations. They will
learn the cultural significance of why a particular celebration is
important and the history, traditions, customs, and beliefs
surrounding it. Linguistically, students will learn how to express their
intention to visit a festival and to describe how it is celebrated. There
will be opportunities for traditional arts and crafts, dance, music and
tasting festive foods.
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Topic 2: Sueiiitos de la gran ciudad (Big city little dreams)

Let’s explore the most Instagramable Hispanic cities ever! What makes
a city so popular to visit or live in? Why should it be on your top ten list
of cities to visit? The aim of this unit is to introduce students to popular
places in Spain and Latin America and to give them a taste of what is
unique about a particular city. Utilising virtual reality and Google Earth,
students explore key geographical locations and “walk” city streets
almost as if they were there. In linguistic terms, directions are revisited,
places around town are identified, opinions are formed, along with
investigating the advantages and disadvantages over cities versus towns
and villages. Students are encouraged to compare and contrast their
own city of the Gold Coast, to a Hispanic city.

Topic 3: iMi casa es su casa! (Make yourself at home!)

Ever heard of the popular Spanish phrase commonly used around the
world today, mi casa es su casa? Well, it is said that Hispanic people are
well known for their hospitality, not to mention for always making sure
that their guests leave with full tummies. In this unit students will
explore the topic of housing, of particular interest will be the different
types of housing in which people from Spanish-speaking countries live
in, such as haciendas. Architectural features will be explored, along with
potential reasons behind design choices. One’s dream house will be
created incorporating various Hispanic design elements via a variety of
multimodal methods, one of which being the ever-popular Minecraft.
Students will question, what makes a house a home and will compare,
contrast, and appreciate Australian and Hispanic lifestyles. Linguistically,
students will be able to describe their own home, in terms of location,
layout, rooms and how they feel towards it.

Topic 4: ijAyadame, por favor! (Help me, please!)

Ever needed assistance in a foreign land in a language not of your own?
The aim of this unit is to equip students with the linguistic tools for
handling a variety of situations that may arise when traveling to, visiting,
or living in a Spanish-speaking country. Through role-play students will
explore a variety of scenarios, from booking a hotel room, buying a train
ticket, meeting someone for the very first time, amongst others, and
grow their Spanish language and cultural knowledge. Students will
research popular holiday destinations in Spain and Latin America, and
learn how to plan an itinerary, as well as important things to consider
when travelling abroad.
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Subject

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King Email: JKing@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947
Why study Digital Digital Technologies is a subject that touches all aspects of your

Technologies?

life - you can't live without it. We use digital technology to work,
play, communicate, move around and learn. Understanding and
using digital technology wisely is a critical skill in today's world.
You will learn how digital systems work, how to create
innovative new applications and evaluate the impacts of existing
technologies and the potential for using digital technology to
create innovative solutions to everyday problems.

Students will work on units including 2D and 3D game development,
artificial intelligence, and data storage and management. This will
teach students fundamental coding skills, internet and data
management. They will work with the powerful Unity game
interface, Virtual and Augmented Reality systems, Web design
software and Artificial Intelligence concepts as used in social media,
entertainment and news services.

Year 9 Course outline

Semester 1:

Students will study 2D and 3D game development using the
powerful Unity game interface, Virtual and Augmented Reality
systems.

Semester 2:

Students will work with Web design software and Artificial
Intelligence concepts as used in social media, entertainment and
news services. Students will investigate artificial intelligence and
learn about data storage and management. They will learn
fundamental coding skills, internet and data management.
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Subject

DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King

Email: JKing@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Design
Technologies?

We only think about design when it is exceptionally good or
unimaginably bad as it fits so seamlessly into our lives, but designers
help shape our world in so many contexts. We use their products and
services every day and live in the environments they have created
without even stopping to think about how ideas turn into designs which
become our reality.

Design Technologies provides exciting opportunities for students to
think like a designer. They apply creative and critical thinking to a variety
of design contexts. It teaches students how to look at real-world
problems that relate to them and identify design opportunities and
create solutions related to present and future needs. Students identify
opportunities, innovation, use concept development strategies and
learn how to communicate and present ideas to a stakeholder. These
are all transferable skills that help young people meet future needs.

Year 9 Course outline

In Year 9 Design Technology, students step into the shoes of real-world
designers, tackling practical design challenges and exploring how creative
ideas become innovative, functional products. Whether working with
textiles, timber or digital tools, students will respond to real-world needs
using a mix of traditional techniques and emerging technologies.

Throughout the course, students will investigate design trends, sustainable
practices and the properties of different materials. They’ll learn how to
generate and develop ideas for a specific purpose or audience, then bring
those ideas to life through sketching, modelling, testing and prototyping.
From sewing, appliqué and fabric printing, to woodworking, 3D printing
and laser cutting—students will gain hands-on experience across a wide
range of processes.

Key skills developed in this course include:
e |dentifying design problems and user needs
e Planning and refining ideas through sketches, samples and models
e Selecting and working with materials responsibly and safely
e Constructing high-quality products using both traditional & digital
tools
e Evaluating design outcomes based on function, aesthetics and quality

Students will be encouraged to think critically, solve problems creatively
and reflect on their design process to improve future outcomes. With a
strong focus on innovation, sustainability and ethical design, this course
suits students who enjoy hands-on learning, creative thinking and making
real-world solutions that matter.
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Subject

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King Email: JKing@abpat.qgld.edu.au

Telephone: 07 55947947
Why study Food Students develop essential and valuable life skills as they plan,
Technology prepare and present a range of menu items.

Students develop an understanding about the importance of making
healthy eating choices, whilst selecting, preparing and cooking sweet
and savoury menu items. They learn about recipes, cooking skills and
techniques originating in French cuisine and understand how
these are used and adapted to form the basis for a variety of
international cooking styles.

Year 9 Course outline

Semester 1:

Students study traditional recipes and how they can be re-created
and adapted with a contemporary twist. They practise a variety of
skills and techniques whilst preparing a selection of menu items,
including family recipes. Students learn kitchen management skills,
including preparation and clean-up.

Semester 2:

Students research the production of Australian ingredients and
understand how they are used in a variety of contexts both
domestically and commercially. They choose and prepare recipes
that showcase a variety of these ingredients whilst working within
the context of a cafe style menu.
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Subject

MEDIA ARTS

Head of Faculty

Contact Details

James King

Email: JKing@abpat.qld.edu.au
Telephone: 07 55947947

Why study Media Arts?

The Media Arts comprises of a range of art forms that are composed
and transmitted through film, television, radio, print, gaming and web-
based media. They excite and extend the imagination, as well as
express, inspire, critique or entertain. The study of Media Arts gives
students the opportunity to create and share media artworks that
convey meaning and insight. This subject focuses on the role media
arts plays in the community and provides opportunities for students
to engage with school and/or local community arts activities. A study
of Media Arts in Year 9 may lead into a study of Media Arts in Practice
(Applied) or Film and Television (General) in Years 10-12.

Year 9 Course outline

e Visually Dominated Media

In this unit, students study forms of media that are reliant on visual
imagery as a primary means of communicating meaning. They will
learn how to use camera angles to purposefully create mood, set a
scene and support on-screen action. Students will also understand
how to manipulate moving, interactive or still imagery to support the
intent of the media form.

e Voice Dominated Media

In this unit, students study forms of media that are reliant on the voice
or sound as a primary means of communicating meaning. They will
learn how to effectively create media in genres such as radio
advertising, podcasts and radio plays, as well as how to record and
manipulate materials and recorded sounds to create sound effects.
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